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Another highlight from my collection... 
HUDDERSFIELD TOWN “Official Player Photocards - Jack Howe” (c1950) 

Finding any memorabilia with Jack Howe decked out in 
Town kit is hard enough, let alone one that features an 
‘autograph’ too. In truth the signature is a pe-printed 
one “laid down” on the photographic plate before 
printing and is very similar to other Town photocards of 
the period. Depicting Ronnie Burke and Johnny McKen-
na. 

In dating this one I was aware of the fact that John Rob-
ert Howe spent only a very short time at the club, arriv-
ing from Derby County in October 1949 and then mov-
ing on to Kings Lynn as player-manager in August 1951. 
By then he had played only 29 league games (and one 
FA Cup) for the club, scoring just the once (a penalty 
against Bolton Wanderers at Leeds Road on 25th Febru-
ary, 1950). 

Prior to his arrival at Town Howe was recognised as one 
of the best two footed full-backs in Britain. Standing six 
foot tall, he could kick a ball equally hard and accurately 
with either foot. Signed by George Jobey from the 
North East, Howe made his Derby County debut as they 
were finishing eight points behind champions Sunder-
land and was a regular until the war when he joined the 
Cameron Highlanders and guested for Hearts, Falkirk, 
Aberdeen, and St Mirren. He played for the Scottish 
League against the British Army and, after service in 
India, he was demobbed in time to earn an FA Cup win-
ner's medal when playing centre-half in the semi-final 
replay and left back at Wembley. Howe never shirked a 
tackle, was totally dominant and took over the Rams’ 
captaincy when Raich Carter went to Hull in 1948. 

When Howe received the first of his three England caps, in a memorable 4–0 victory over Italy in Turin, it was con-
sidered long overdue. Regarded as one of Derby's greatest defenders, Howe was also one of the first professional 
sportsmen to wear contact lenses. 

I picked up the photocard for £12 after a bit of haggling with the eBay vendor a year or so ago, but you’ll be hard-
pressed to find another or even something remotely similar. 

Newsletter #57: July 2020 

STAY ALERT > YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS LERTS  
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Latest acquisitions 
With Town’s relegation from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 
lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

The post has been strangely busy given that foot-
ball has been on hold for so long. First up this time 
are three lovely little items showing Kevin McHale, 
Colin Dobson and Frank Worthington. I have listed 
these as “anonymous” but it’s more than likely that 
they were used for magazines such as Soccer Star 
and possibly even Charles Buchan or GOAL, but I 
really cannot be sure. Anyway, each of these metal 
plates – mounted on wooden blocks – measures 
50mm wide; the two smaller ones are only 50mm tall, whereas the McHale one is 63mm. I would have 
thought that these are quite rare and they cost me £5, £4 and £5 respectively from eBay in May 2020. 

Next to arrive were two cards from prolific publisher John 
Fitzhugh and his Sporting Collectibles company. Both from 
the series Popular Footballers Pre-1940s, we see goalkeeper 
Hughie Turner and full-back Sam Wadsworth. These cost just 
75p each (excluding p&p) and can be ordered directly from 
John (see my website for details) 

I also bought two 
A5 press photos 
from eBay which 
featured Town 
players in the 
iconic red and 

black striped away kit of 1969/70. These shots of Dennis Clarke 
and Colin Dobson cost me £4.25 each. There were two others 
in this ‘set’ featuring Jimmy Nicholson and Frank Worthington, 
but as I already have similar photos I let them go and they sub-
sequently sold very quickly too. 

Which brings me to the A3 poster at left… Now this one is going to 
split opinion big style! The images are hand-drawn by Alex and Sian 
Pratchett, the couple who hit the headlines for drawing their own 
stickers to complete a Panini FIFA 
World Cup Brazil 2014 collection. They 
have subsequently gone on to draw 
stickers for many other books and 
have now settled on doing individual 
teams, this Town one being the latest. 
It set me back £12 (+£3 p&p) and I 
love it, but I appreciate that a lot 
won’t. 

And, finally, I picked up what turned 
out to be an expensive (£16.00) fairly 
modern reproduction of a Turton 
postcard of JJ Williams (right). Some 
you win... 
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Auction Watch 
Sometimes I notice some really interesting auction items related to Town and I bring them to 
your attention here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to still have time to bid on them. 
Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, sometimes as high as 20%! 

You don’t see this Top Flight confectionery card of Denis Law very often at all, so I 
wasn’t surprised to see it sell for £9.50 (excluding p&p) on eBay on the last day of May 
(congratulations, Nick!) It’s part of the 1960 set of 25 Top Flight Sports Stars, and is 
one of only four footballers in there, the others - for your information - being John 
Charles, Joe Baker, and Stanley Matthews. 

And then Forest fan and collector Trevor 
Gillies alerted me to the availability of the 
little card at the left. It’s a Yugoslavian is-
sued card (40mm x 28mm) for the 1954 
World Cup and shows Town’s Ron Stan-
iforth in England kit. It is very similar to one 
that I already possess, although this one 
looks a little rougher and more of a Photostat copy. It appeared 
on Delcampe.net website for a mere €99.95 (around £89.00) so 
I left it well alone; mine cost just £30. This one is still there if 

you are interested in it. 

Now we come to the two Turton Town Series 
postcards at right of Billy Smith (Lot 680) and 
Willie Watson (Lot 681). Both nicely auto-
graphed, they appeared in the Lockdales 
auction of 18th June. The pre-auction esti-
mate for each card was £40-£45, which I 
thought was rather low given that they were 
personally signed; in the event they each 
sold for £38.00. 

Paul Chauveau also contacted me to let me know that this 
“k-sized” Godfrey Phillips Pinnace card of Everton player 
Alex Troup (left) had recently sold on eBay for the stagger-
ing amount of £64.52! Only a few years ago this card would 
have fetched around £2.00, tops; perhaps it’s time to sell 
off my collection of nearly 2000 of these little gems… 

 

And finally, do you recall me telling you about the 
Topps Jadon Sancho card which sold for $3500 on 
19th April? Well, the same Sancho Red Wave Re-
fractor card sold on 19th June for $6,200! I honestly 
do not know where these people get their money 
from or why they would want to spend that much 
on a modern card. 

Collectors, eh? 
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I Wish That I Owned This... 
There are loads of items out there that I know that I will never lay my eyes on, let alone my 
hands. Here’s another example... 

UNKNOWN ISSUER ‘T. Jackson (St. Mirren)’ c1905 
I was torn as to whether to include 
this in the AUCTION WATCH section 
but I have plumped for here instead 
as it’s an item that I think that I would 
like to possess. It’s one of only three 
known cards in this set, the others 
being F. McDiarmid (Dundee) and 
Thomson (3rd Lanark) both of which 
can be seen on Alan Jenkins’ terrific 
website at https://cartophilic-info-
exch.blogspot.com/2015/09/
anonymous-footballers-cigarette-
cards.html  

Judging by the fact that the only 
three cards known are of Scottish 
players it’s fairly safe to say that the 
set was probably only ever issued in 
Scotland. Alan has gone even further by suggesting that based upon the careers of the three featured 
players these were probably issued in the early years of the 20th century, although they clearly bear a re-
markable resemblance to the exceedingly rare Rutherford Cigarettes ‘Footballers’ cards of the 1890s (see 
my newsletter #19). Anyway, as you can see below, this particular card sold on eBay on 16th June for a 
price of £550.00 after 33 bids were made by six different interested parties. These are clearly much 
sought-after cards and although I have a real passion for early football cards I can’t see me ever owning 
one of them, can you? 
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Other football cards 
As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsletter who are neither HTAFC fans nor 
collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 
on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

NEWS CHRONICLE & DISPATCH ‘Pocket Portraits (Footballers)’ (1955/56) 
(Trade Ref: NEW-310-1 / NFK-4-01) 
803 cards (10-15 per sub-set) 
Approximate size: 62-86mm x 58-61mm 
There are 66 sub-sets of football teams here 
although some teams appear twice and ,as 
can be seen above, the size of cards within 
the sets does vary. The backs are different 
too; each card features the team name but 
there is usually more emphasis on one of the 
two publications which issued the cards. Also 
of graphical interest is the strap line across 
the top of the front of cards which could be 
spread over two lines on those which adver-
tised both newspapers. These simple, black 
and white cards are highly sought-after and can be very expensive to collect as many are unusually rare. A 
perfect example is my Huddersfield Town sub-set, where Cavanagh, Quested and Hobson are ridiculously 
hard to find. In other instances you can buy an entire set of 10 to 15 cards for under a tenner. Bizarre! 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance to tell us 
about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from a previous articles comes a . 

 

 

 

 

 This could 
have been 

YOUR 
article 
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 And now a blatant plug for my other websites which might be of interest to you, 
the discerning reader/collector/Town fan! 

The first of my ‘other’ websites, this site 
focused on the myriad cards in the sets pro-
duced by Godfrey Phillips in the early 1920s. 
I have images of every one of the small (k-
sized) cards as well as some of the ridicu-

lously rare team cards (the latter being sup-
plied by supercollector Matt Stevens). It’s a 

set which is very easy and cheap to get into but very soon 
becomes increasingly expensive once you have made the de-
cision about what to collect - just the football? Just the small 
cards? All of the variations? The different backs? The larger 

cards? The ‘Cabinet’ cards?  

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link https://
pinnacecards.wordpress.com/ 

Once again, Matt Stevens was the person 
who encouraged me to create this website, 
and he it was who supplied all of the images 
of the cards. A highly sought after set - well, 
three actually - these cards come at a very 

high price for the collector and are becoming 
harder to find as the years go by and they 

are squirrelled away into binders and boxes in lofts and attics. 
Simple but very beautiful cards covering football, rugby and 

even the FA officials! 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 

https://taddyprominentfootballers.wordpress.com/ 

Driven by my love of early football trade 
cards I decided to set up a website dedi-
cated solely to them. My aim - the site is 
still incomplete and will probably remain 

so - is to provide images of every card pro-
duced during this era; a gargantuan task, I 
am sure you will agree. However, slowly 

but surely I am adding images as and when 
I find them on the internet, most usually 

from eBay where it seems that everything becomes available 
for sale eventually! 

Many issues are covered here although there are still many 
gaps in the images. 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 
https://1920sheaven.wordpress.com/ 

My latest project features the three sets 
of cards issued between 1909 and 1911 
by Cope’s Cigarettes. As with the Taddy 
set mentioned previously, Matt Stevens 

has been the driving force behind this 
site and has provided all of the images of 
the cards. With prices varying between 

£3-£4 for poor quality cards to £200+ for 
the likes of Steve Bloomer of Derby and 

Billy Meredith of Manchester United, this is not a set to begin 
collecting unless you are backed by some serious money! 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 

https://copesclipsfootballcards.car.blog/ 

And here is my latest brain-child, a website dedicated to the 
great little magazines that accompanied match-day pro-
grammes between 1965 and 1976. It’s going to be a long old 
job and one which will require me to skim-read all of the arti-
cles to get a general idea of what they are about. My aim is to 
provide a searchable database by club, player, or topic together with scans of the cover, ‘Club Call’ feature and any team 
group or player action pictures. With 30+ issues in each volume - of which there are nine! - and then some variations, I can see 
me busy well into 2021. Visit the site at  https://footballleaguereview410205305.wordpress.com/  



 

https://huddersfieldtowncollection.wordpress.com/                    8 

For Sale 

I also have several spare posters, fanzines, calendars, merchandising catalogues, and fixture cards for 
sale now. There are too many to list in great detail here but if you visit my FOR SALE section you will see 
what’s available. The good news is that everything is now POST FREE and I am open to you wanting to 
haggle if you are buying several items in one go. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that anytime is a good time to 
plug my book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which 
still represents good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that 
all recipients of this newsletter already own a copy so I'm almost 
certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 
looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who 
may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if 
you like as the postage is still only £1.75 no matter how many you 
buy! - by visiting the appropriate section of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this section of the website, just in case I hap-
pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 
my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 
do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-
member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 
might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


