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Another highlight from my collection... 
ANONYMOUS “Football Clubs & Colours” (c1956) 

Most collectors will recognise the front of this card instantly 
as being from the release by Kane Products in 1956, a lovely 
set of drawn kits and badges which can be had very, very 
cheaply on eBay. In fact, I recently bought a complete set 
myself (below right) for just £2.19 plus £1.60 postage - that’s 
how cheap they really are! We’ll forgive - just! - the artist for 
omitting the third ram from the bottom of the yellow shield 
in this example of the Town card, and we’ll also excuse the 
use of the nickname ’The Tykes’ on the back - Town have 
NEVER been known by that name which coincidentally be-
longs to Barnsley FC. No, we’ll gloss over those errors be-
cause that’s not why this card is so remarkable. 

Keen-eyed collectors will instead have noticed the back of 
the card, which is blank at the base. In the standard issue of 
these cards (see bottom right) we have the text “Distributed 
by CBT, London W2. Issued by Kane Products Ltd.” but all of 
that is clearly absent here. Why? I have no idea. Is it a print-
er’s proof card? Well, if so, why omit just the distributor de-
tails whilst going to the trouble of giving the club details? 
No, I am of the opinion that this is a “rogue” card produced 
by another company who simply removed the copyright de-
tails and issued the series independently. But I could, of 
course, be wrong… 

I've searched high and low but I can find no other examples 
of this series of cards. They aren’t catalogued in Murray’s 
Guide; Garry Daynes doesn’t stock them in his FCCM; Carl 
Wilkes doesn’t have them on his website. Even a thorough 
search of eBay fails to throw up even one other example of 
these peculiar cards. I can’t even recall where I got mine 
from although I do know that I recorded it as a £2.50 pur-
chase. 

So where did they come from? And will you ever find one of 
your club? Or have you already got one? I know that several 
recipients of this newsletter support and collect clubs within 
this set so  if you’ve got one please let me know what you 
know about it. 
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Latest acquisitions 
With Town’s relegation from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 
lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

The first items covered here actually arrived in April but were too 
late to be covered in that newsletter. Liverpool fan and avid collec-
tor Gerard Scully contacted me to say that he had some old news-
paper clippings relating to Town’s appearance in the 1930 FAC Fi-
nal against The Arsenal and would I be interested in them? Of 
course I was and £3.00 later here they are. The first clipping is 
from the Yorkshire Evening News of 25th April - the night before 
the Final - and the preparations being made by the players. The 
reminder are from the ‘Football Edition’ of the same paper the 
following day and these chronicle Town’s subsequent two goal 
defeat. 

Interestingly, on the back of the “Cup Finalists Ready for the 
Battle” article is an advert encouraging Town fans to visit Madame 
Tussaud’s Waxworks in London and see the rival captains 
“Modelled to the life!” and I have actually managed to find a pho-
tograph of these models; you can see it on my website in the 1930 
FAC Final section. 

I also picked up a small collection of pre-
season Town press photos from eBay 
spanning two seasons. The first set was 
of ten almost A4 sized glossy pictures from the 
1996/97 season, most of which I already had, alt-
hough it did contain a photo of Marcus Stewart that 
I was missing. The second part of the lot contained 
eight slightly larger A4 glossy prints of players from 
the 1998/9 season, namely Allison, Cowan, Dalton, 
Facey (left), Johnson, Morrison, Thornley and 
Vaesen. I’d not seen these before so was very 
pleased to pick them up for what worked out to be 
about a pound each. Annoyingly, the fact that there 

were only eight suggests that there should be quite a few more out there, 
somewhere… 

Next through the letterbox at Pashby Hall was another rare Turton ‘Town Se-
ries’ postcard, this time featuring an enigmatically smiling and youthful Billy 
Smith. This Buy-it-Now item cost me £35.00 and it’s an image of him that I have not seen on any other 
Turton cards. 

Also from eBay came these two 
early 1960s fixture cards (left); 
the pair cost me just a fiver. 
These were followed by a 
1953/54 one for £2.99. 

And finally this small press photo 
of manager Bobby Collins from 
August 1975 which cost just 99p. 
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Auction Watch 
Sometimes I notice some really interesting auction items related to Town and I bring them to 
your attention here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to still have time to bid on them. 
Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, sometimes as high as 20%! 

Another HTAFC 2019/20 Official Player Emile Smith Rowe card sold on eBay - 
same seller again! - this time fetching just £3.75 (exc. postage). One wonders 
whether these cards will hold their price; yes, they are incredibly difficult to 
get hold of now simply because the club have stopped issuing them and there 
were probably never many released in the first place, but the club must be 
awash with stocks of this card which will surely be released to the general 
public at some point, won’t they? No doubt we’ll soon see… 

A sheet of nine Godfrey 
Phillips Pinnace Hudders-
field Town cards on an 
original Pinnace album 
leaf sold on eBay on 9th 
May for £8.50 which is an 
excellent price when you 
consider that the cards themselves are probably 
worth at least that on their own. The album leaves 
whilst not rare can be quite expensive. 

 

On the same day one of George “Bomber” Brown’s medals 
sold on eBay at the opening bid price of £375.00. The medal - 
which was not inscribed - was a runners-up 9ct gold issue 
from the 1925/26 West Riding Cup Final, a game which Town 
lost to Leeds United (who came from 0-1 down at half-time to 
win 4-1). The fact that it was not inscribed was what prevent-
ed me from bidding; I already have a 1914/15 Central League 
Winners’ medal but I don’t know who it belonged to. This was 
one of a collection of his medals which had gone through the 
Sheffield Auction Gallery in February of 2019, and the vendor 
suggested that he was about to also move on the three 
Championship medals of 1924-26, so I’ll keep an eye open for 
those too. 

 

 

 

 

And, finally, a great press photo cropped up on 
eBay in late May. Paper stuck to the back has a 
typed note reading: ““The Cup Finalists. 29.4.38. 
Members of the HUDDERSFIELD TOWN team, who 
meet PRESTON NORTH END in the F.A. Cup Final 
match at Wembley on Saturday next, April 30th, 

photographed when lined up in front of their goal. YOUNG, the captain, can be seen on the extreme left.” 
The hammer price for this super item was £30.49. Sadly, I was the under bidder. 
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I Wish That I Had This... 
There are loads of items out there that I know that I will never lay my eyes on, let alone my 
hands. Here’s one that I might just manage... 

D.C. THOMSON ‘100 Best Players Photo Album’ 1926 
Issued with ‘Rover’ comic #235 on 16th October 1926, this rare booklet is an absolute gem! Once again I 
am indebted to Liverpool fan Jim Donnelly who alerted me to its existence, together with the extensive 
HTAFC content within its pages. Featured Town players are Devlin, Cawthorne, Jackson, Goodall, and Billy 
and Albert Smith. The pictures below are from Alan Jenkins’ wonderful website. If you ever come across 
one of these booklets, or if you have one for sale, please get in touch with me. 
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Other football cards 
As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsletter who are neither HTAFC fans nor 
collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 
on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

BARRATT & CO. LTD ‘Football Team Folders’ (three series: 1932-34) 
(Trade Ref: BAR-46-1 / BAR-190) 
52 cards per series 
Approximate size: 80mm x 61mm 

You have to be really careful with these cards - to begin with, I was 
dismissing them when I only owned one card because I was unaware 
that there were actually three different issues. The backs - or covers if 
you wish - were identical and featured the club name as well as a 
potted biography. I cannot swear to this, but I would guess that this 
was not the case for every club; it would make perfect sense that any 
club which won major honours during the three year period of issue 
may well have marginally different biographical details. Anyway, for 
me, the only way to differentiate between the three issues is to compare the players illustrated, twelve in 
all on any given card. In many cases the same players of course appear, but in almost every case a slightly 
different or updated picture is used. 

Cards shown here are in chronological order; the top one is from season 1932-33; the middle is from 1933
-34; and finally the bottom card is from the 1934/35 issue. As I said previously, the backs for these HTAFC 
cards were identical, hence only one is shown. 

These cards are notoriously difficult to find in good order; more often than not they have rounded or bad 
corner knocks and are so heavily creased down the centre that the veneer is cracked and often even part-
torn. A good one will cost you anywhere up to about £30.00 although cheaper ones can be had from eBay 
at much better prices. As ever, it just depends which teams you are looking for… 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance to tell us 
about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from a previous articles comes a . 

 

 

 

 

 This could 
have been 

YOUR 
article 
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 And now a blatant plug for my other websites which might be of interest to you, 
the discerning reader/collector/Town fan! 

The first of my ‘other’ websites, this 
site focused on the myriad cards in 
the sets produced by Godfrey Phil-

lips in the early 1920s. I have images 
of every one of the small (k-sized) 

cards as well as some of the ridiculously rare team 
cards (the latter being supplied by supercollector 
Matt Stevens). It’s a set which is very easy and 

cheap to get into but very soon becomes increas-
ingly expensive once you have made the decision 
about what to collect - just the football? Just the 
small cards? All of the variations? The different 
backs? The larger cards? The ‘Cabinet’ cards?  

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 
https://pinnacecards.wordpress.com/ 

Once again, Matt Stevens was the 
person who encouraged me to create 
this website, and he it was who sup-
plied all of the images of the cards. A 
highly sought after set - well, three 

actually - these cards come at a very 
high price for the collector and are becoming hard-

er to find as the years go by and they are squir-
relled away into binders and boxes in lofts and 
attics. Simple but very beautiful cards covering 

football, rugby and even the FA officials! 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 

https://
taddyprominentfootballers.wordpress.com/ 

Driven by my love of early football 
trade cards I decided to set up a 

website dedicated solely to them. 
My aim - the site is still incomplete 
and will probably remain so - is to 
provide images of every card pro-

duced during this era; a gargantuan 
task, I am sure you will agree. How-

ever, slowly but surely I am adding images as and 
when I find them on the internet, most usually from 
eBay where it seems that everything becomes avail-

able for sale eventually! 

Many issues are covered here although there are 
still many gaps in the images. 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 
https://1920sheaven.wordpress.com/ 

My latest project features the 
three sets of cards issued between 

1909 and 1911 by Cope’s Ciga-
rettes. As with the Taddy set men-

tioned previously, Matt Stevens 
has been the driving force behind 

this site and has provided all of 
the images of the cards. With pric-

es varying between £3-£4 for poor quality cards to 
£200+ for the likes of Steve Bloomer of Derby and 
Billy Meredith of Manchester United, this is not a 
set to begin collecting unless you are backed by 

some serious money! 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 

https://copesclipsfootballcards.car.blog/ 
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For Sale 

I also have several spare posters, fanzines, calendars, merchandising catalogues, and fixture cards for 
sale now. There are too many to list in great detail here but if you visit my FOR SALE section you will see 
what’s available. The good news is that everything is now POST FREE and I am open to you wanting to 
haggle if you are buying several items in one go. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that anytime is a good time to 
plug my book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which 
still represents good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that 
all recipients of this newsletter already own a copy so I'm almost 
certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 
looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who 
may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if 
you like as the postage is still only £1.75 no matter how many you 
buy! - by visiting the appropriate section of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this section of the website, just in case I hap-
pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 
my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 
do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-
member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 
might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


