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Another highlight from my collection... 
D.C. THOMSON “ROVER League Ladder” (1923) 

I well recall being a young 12 or 13-years-old eagerly 
awaiting delivery of the August edition of SHOOT! which 
would furnish me with the latest updates to the new sea-
son’s League Ladders with the second batch of tabs the fol-
lowing week. And then to work! With the season’s com-
mencement it was essential that every true footy fan would 
chart the progress of all the leagues - well, the one with 
your team in, anyway - by updating each table with the Sun-
day newspaper spread out on the floor, open at the next-to-
back pages. Obligatory stuff. But who realised that it wasn’t 
just a late 1960s phenomenon? Certainly not this collector… 

Even into the late 2000s I had presumed that these 
stretched only as far back as the 1950s at the very earliest. I 
had come across some ‘team tabs’ - the little tabs/tags/flags 
that you would reposition every Sunday - dating from publi-
cations of that era and, helped tremendously by Alan Jen-
kins’ research, I had hunted down some Town tabs. Don’t 
ask how I knew which belonged to which season - you can 
check the TEAM TABS section of my website for details on 
how to do that. And then, completely out of the blue, I was 
contacted by Bob Thomas who offered me tabs for the sea-
sons 1933/34 and 1938/39, both issued in CHAMPION com-
ic. I was staggered. Of course I bought them and Bob then 
sent me a copy of his research into them and he pointed 
out that he had a complete ROVER League Ladder for the 
1923/24 season which I eventually managed to get him to 
part with. And here it is! 

As you can see, it only covered the First Division and rather 
than having the more modern die-cut push-out tabs it had 
little pennants in team colours; none of the modern niceties such as previous League position, ground name or 
nickname - just the team name furnished in the ‘home’ colours. Young lads were encouraged to take scissors or a 
sharp knife (!!) to the  flags and then stick a pin in each and insert the flags in the correct position on the ladder 
based upon the number of points attained - the numbers on the right hand side of the ladder/staircase range from 
‘0’ at the base to ‘70’ at the top. It’s the only one that I have ever seen from this era, although it has been suggest-
ed that they were available even earlier; if you can prove that, please get in touch. 

And, in case you’re wondering, the answer is £20.00... 

Newsletter #55: May 2020 

STAY HOME>PROTECT THE NHS>SAVE LIVES  



 

https://huddersfieldtowncollection.wordpress.com/                    2 

Latest acquisitions 
With Town’s relegation from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 
lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

The COVIID-19 pandemic has caused mayhem with the card and memorabilia 
arrivals here in deepest, darkest rural Lincolnshire as people - me included - are 
afraid to venture out to the post or even to buy from someone who might have 
the virus. Dark days indeed, eh? Anyway, I am grateful to someone who shall 
remain nameless for supplying me with this Emile Smith Rowe card, the 14th in 
the series of HTAFC 2019/20 Official Player Cards. This card was set to be issued 
on the day of the game at home to Wigan Athletic on 15th March, but with all 
‘elite’ football being suspended the day before, the club decided to issue it with 
online merchandise sales over £50.00 - except that a few days later that avenue 
was also closed when the government ordered all non-essential retail outlets to 
shut. Anyway, the long and short of it is that I do now own a card and this one is 
probably set to be one of the rarer issues, possibly even more sought-after than 
the Juninho Bacuna card. 

And whilst we’re on the subject of the suspended season, I read somewhere the other day that there is 
going to be a roaring trade in the programmes for the cancelled games. Because it happened so late in 
the day - the Friday afternoon before the matches, I believe - pretty much all of the home clubs had had 
their programmes printed and delivered so, unless they re-use them if and when the season resumes, 
they are going to become collectors’ items. Keep your eyes peeled… 

 

Anyway, the next item for your consideration is a rare find indeed. The card 
at right came to me courtesy of Garry Daynes (FCCM) who alerted me to 
the fact that he had picked up a batch of the Teasdale Footballers In Action 
cards and that he had the two HTAFC cards therein (I already have one of 
them). In case you are unaware, this set was a straightforward copy of the 
Gallaher set of the same name from 1927 except that they do not have the 
blue identifying text on the front, they are a little paler, and they have a 
plain back. Other than that, they are identical to the blue back series. At 
first collectors thought that these must be a printer’s proof set, but no less 
an authority than the late Vernon Young has confirmed that they are in-
deed Teasdale cards. So, if you know that your team has a card in that Gal-
laher set it might be worth contacting Garry to see if he has that one for 
sale - £40 a pop, mind you… 

And, finally, a rare - and 
possibly unique - item 
which I bought from eBay in mid April. This is a small  - 
180mm x 170mm - cartoon seemingly printed directly on-
to card which relates to the Town v Leeds United game of 
9th September 1933. I know that it has to be this game as 
Town and Leeds have never fought out another 0-0 draw 
until the 1970/71 season (which is far too late for this) 
and that includes FA Cup games. If you know anything 
about the artist - “Foster” - please get in touch; I am fairly 
certain that his stuff must have appeared regularly in 
boys’ comics/magazines of the period. 
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Auction Watch 
Sometimes I notice some really interesting auction items related to Town and I bring them to 
your attention here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to still have time to bid on them. 
Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, sometimes as high as 20%! 

You will recall that last month I flagged-up one of these 1902 
Wills Football Series cards of Manchester City superstar Billy 
Meredith which sold on eBay for £315.00? Well within three 
days an identical one sold for just £83.00 - crazy or what?! 

And while we’re on with 
non-HTAFC but definitely 
football related cards that 
have gone through auc-
tions, it would be remiss 
of me not to mention this 
Dixie Dean card which was 
flagged-up by Everton fan 
and collector Paul 

Chauveau. It’s one of the series of Adventure & Vanguard Football 
Photos; I have two of these showing Town players Alex Jackson and 
J.J. Williams, but neither are as important as this “rookie” card of 
Dean which sold for the staggering amount of £850.00!! Ironically it’s the same eBay dealer - take a bow 
Mike Heard (sportingutopia) - as the one who sold the Meredith card in March for £315.00, making that 
previous sale small beer by comparison! 

A second Emile Smith Rowe card in the series HTAFC 2019/20 Official Player Cards 
sold on eBay during April (for the story behind this particular card I refer you to the 
previous page). This one - from the same seller - came up at £2.99 (excluding p&p) 
and sold for £9.25 which is a damned good price for a player card of an unfashiona-
ble team. 

And, again from the same seller, came 
this small collection of HTAFC player pin 
badges. Issued during the Championship 
promotion campaign of 2017, these were 
only ever available to children and so 
represented a fairly unique collection. 

Players illustrated - and their individual prices - are: A. David 
Wagner (£4.99); B. Nakhi Wells (£3.99); C. Michael Hefele 
(£3.99); D. Aaron Mooy (£3.99); E. Elias Kachunga (£3.99); and F. Christopher Schindler (£3.99). They all 
failed to sell and were immediately re-listed and subsequently sold at prices ranging from £3.99 to £5.19 

for the Wagner badge. 

But all of the above pale into insignificance 
alongside the “rookie” Jadon Sancho card which 
sold on eBay on 19th April for $3500!! I hate 
these modern Topps and Panini cards with their 
cash cow multiple variations and I honestly can-
not believe that anyone could be so stupid as to 
part with that kind of money for a brand new 
card. I suppose that it just goes to show that 
even in the current financial crisis some people 
clearly do have far more money that sense. 
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I Wish That I Had This... 
There are loads of items out there that I know that I will never lay my eyes on, let alone my 
hands. Here’s one that I might just manage... 

UNKNOWN PUBLISHER ‘Our International Souvenir’ 1924 
I am grateful to Liverpool fan and collector Jim Donnelly for flagging-up this small booklet which had com-
pletely passed me by. As you will see from the title of this piece, I have no idea who published it although 
if I were a betting man - which I’m not! - my money would be on Topical Times; the graphics and layout 
match many of their output in the late 1920s and early 1930s. It’s a lovely little item which features sever-
al Town players, namely goalkeeper Ted Taylor (who also represented England during this period) , full-
back Sam Wadsworth (ditto), captain and future manager Clem Stephenson, and a full-page team photo-
graph (from a postcard by Turton that I already possess). How rosy the world looks - and how much expo-
sure you get - when you are League Champions, eh? 

Generally speaking these booklets hardly ever turn up intact - they’re usually cut to shreds sacrificing al-
ternate pages of players to satisfy the collectors of the “more desirable” clubs, so to see a complete one is 
most unusual. I suppose that if I do ever get the Town content it will be just the small cut-outs - unless 
YOU have a complete booklet to dispose of…? 
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Other football cards 
As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsletter who are neither HTAFC fans nor 
collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 
on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

MERRYSWEETS SOCCER BUBBLE GUM ‘No.1 Series Soccer Teams’ (1957) 
(Trade Ref: SOC-1) 

48 cards 

Approximately 95mm x 50mm 

This is a very easy and cheap set to collect. They look as though they are almost 
certainly hand-coloured black and white team photos but nevertheless they are 
very attractive. Forty-eight teams made the cut for this set which can be easily 
dated as it contains all of the 44 teams in the 1st and 2nd Divisions at the outset 
of the 1957/58 season together with Derby County, Hartlepools United and Ac-
crington Stanley, the three top teams in Division 3 North at the end of 1956/57 
and also Wrexham, who were the holders of the Welsh Cup. 

You’ll acquire these cards very easily from eBay or at card fairs where you can 
expect to pay around the £2.00-£3.00 mark for a card in very good order. 

Here’s just a selection of the cards on offer, with HTAFC as card number 1. If you 
would like to see a fully illustrated list of all of the cards in this set then look no 
further than Alan Jenkins’ wonderful Football Cartophilic Info Exchange website 
at https://cartophilic-info-exch.blogspot.com/search?q=soc-1 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance to tell us 
about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from a previous articles comes a second one from Read-
ing fan and collector Chris Lee. 

My main collecting interests are obviously cards but, 
like yourself, I've diversified and now look for all kinds 
of ephemera. One of my personal highlights is this 
charming little handmade album which was loving 
compiled by a Reading fan 90 years ago. It features 
photos cut out from the 'Berkshire Chronicle' that 
have been neatly attached and hand coloured. To me 
there's just something special about vintage items 
like this to which modern equivalents simply can't 
compare.  

To add a little background to this… 

Reading FC was founded in 1871 and was were one of 
the original teams when the Southern League was 
formed in 1894. Having played at various locations 
around the town in 1896 the club moved to the pur-
pose-built Elm Park which was to be their home for 
the next 102 years and, growing up less than two 
miles away, it was an easy walk for a young kid like 
myself. 

Up to the 1970s Reading were known as The Biscuit-
men due to the world famous Huntley and Palmers 
factory being based in the town, and during my re-
search I've seen the team variously described as the 
Biscuits Boys, the Biscuiteers, the Biscuit Makers and 
the Biscuit Team, with my favourite being a descrip-
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tion of the management as the 'Biscuitopolis Executive'!  

The team had a fairly unremarkable early career, managing a few runners-up finishes in the Southern 
League plus a handful of exciting cup runs. In 1920 they became founder members of the new Third Divi-
sion, which became Division Three 'South' a year later after the addition of a northern section. 

From the mid-twenties Reading enjoyed their most successful period up to that point, winning their 
championship in 1925-26 and with it promotion to Division Two for the first time. The following season 
saw a brilliant run to the F.A. Cup semi-final, including a fifth round tie against Brentford which drew Elm 
Park's record crowd of 33,042. 
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In 1929 they pulled off a shock 1-0 win at home against soon to be League champions Sheffield Wednes-
day. The great cricket writer and commentator John Arlott was a life-long Reading fan who, as a boy, 
would cycle the eighteen miles from his home near Basingstoke to Elm Park, and he later wrote of the 
excitement of attending this game. He also stated that wherever he was in the world he could never 
settle until he know the result of Reading's game – I know the feeling!  

The team's exploits at this time brought them national attention, none more so than dominant centre-
half Alf Messer who was reckoned to be the best uncapped player in the country at the time but although 
the England selectors followed his progress closely, sadly he never got the recognition he deserved. Read-
ing's five year stay in Division Two was mainly a struggle, and after Messer was transferred to Spurs in 
1930, the team were relegated the following year. 
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Other notable players also featured in this booklet include fearless goalkeeper Joe Duckworth, who 
would bravely dive head-first among the flying boots to clear his goal, most famously in that cup game 
against Sheffield Wednesday. Popular left-back Billy McConnell broke his ankle in scoring his only goal for 
the club, a last minute winner at Elm Park against Middlesbrough in 1927, an injury from which he never 
fully recovered. Forward Frank Richardson scored four of the goals when Reading thrashed Brentford 7-1 
to clinch the Division Three (South) title in 1926, and six decades later in 1986 he was brought onto the 
pitch as a frail old man in a wheelchair as the club celebrated the Division Three championship. I remem-
ber it very well, and a touching moment it was too. 

In conclusion, in my opinion this is a really beautiful item and one which is definitely a highlight of my col-
lection. 

 

Footnote 

I feel it incumbent upon myself to add something to this article. I wholeheartedly agree with Chris’s sum-
mation - this is one of the nicest supporter-created pieces of memorabilia that I’ve ever seen. It’s all well 
and good finding hidden gems which were officially published donkeys years ago, but one is always acute-
ly aware that such items are - or at least were - probably quite widely available, but it’s items like this 
which buck that trend. It’s lovely and is surely worth every penny that Chris might have paid for it. 

A veritable treasure which I am thrilled that Chris chose to share with us.  

Roger Pashby 
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 And now a blatant plug for my other websites which might be of interest to you, 
the discerning reader/collector/Town fan! 

The first of my ‘other’ websites, this 
site focused on the myriad cards in 
the sets produced by Godfrey Phil-

lips in the early 1920s. I have images 
of every one of the small (k-sized) 

cards as well as some of the ridiculously rare team 
cards (the latter being supplied by supercollector 
Matt Stevens). It’s a set which is very easy and 

cheap to get into but very soon becomes increas-
ingly expensive once you have made the decision 
about what to collect - just the football? Just the 
small cards? All of the variations? The different 
backs? The larger cards? The ‘Cabinet’ cards?  

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 
https://pinnacecards.wordpress.com/ 

Once again, Matt Stevens was the 
person who encouraged me to create 
this website, and he it was who sup-
plied all of the images of the cards. A 
highly sought after set - well, three 

actually - these cards come at a very 
high price for the collector and are becoming hard-

er to find as the years go by and they are squir-
relled away into binders and boxes in lofts and 
attics. Simple but very beautiful cards covering 

football, rugby and even the FA officials! 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 

https://
taddyprominentfootballers.wordpress.com/ 

Driven by my love of early football 
trade cards I decided to set up a 

website dedicated solely to them. 
My aim - the site is still incomplete 
and will probably remain so - is to 
provide images of every card pro-

duced during this era; a gargantuan 
task, I am sure you will agree. How-

ever, slowly but surely I am adding images as and 
when I find them on the internet, most usually from 
eBay where it seems that everything becomes avail-

able for sale eventually! 

Many issues are covered here although there are 
still many gaps in the images. 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 
https://1920sheaven.wordpress.com/ 

My latest project features the 
three sets of cards issued between 

1909 and 1911 by Cope’s Ciga-
rettes. As with the Taddy set men-

tioned previously, Matt Stevens 
has been the driving force behind 

this site and has provided all of 
the images of the cards. With pric-

es varying between £3-£4 for poor quality cards to 
£200+ for the likes of Steve Bloomer of Derby and 
Billy Meredith of Manchester United, this is not a 
set to begin collecting unless you are backed by 

some serious money! 

Visit this website by copying and pasting this link 

https://copesclipsfootballcards.car.blog/ 
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For Sale 

I also have several spare posters, fanzines, calendars, merchandising catalogues, and fixture cards for 
sale now. There are too many to list in great detail here but if you visit my FOR SALE section you will see 
what’s available. The good news is that everything is now POST FREE and I am open to you wanting to 
haggle if you are buying several items in one go. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that anytime is a good time to 
plug my book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which 
still represents good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that 
all recipients of this newsletter already own a copy so I'm almost 
certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 
looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who 
may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if 
you like as the postage is still only £1.75 no matter how many you 
buy! - by visiting the appropriate section of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this section of the website, just in case I hap-
pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 
my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 
do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-
member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 
might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


