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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

D.C. THOMSON ‘TOPICAL TIMES’ No. 49, September 18 1920  

I've had this original magazine 

for a few years now, having 

bought it at auc�on for, I 

think, a few pounds. It’s very 

delicate and is kept in a 

sealed plas�c bag. There are 

just twenty pages, featuring a 

plethora of sports and not 

just football, albeit that’s the 

main thrust. Also included are 

a few exci�ng boys’ short sto-

ries and some terrific adver-

�sing of the day. All in all it’s a 

marvellous record of Bri�sh 

sport in 1920! 

It’s worth no�ng that the im-

age of Alexander “Sandy” 

Mutch  here shows him in 

ou1ield player’s kit when in 

fact he was actually a goal-

keeper. I am not sure wheth-

er other clubs did this kind of 

thing, but I have several pho-

tographs of him presented 

thus, including one of the Tur-

ton Town Series portrait post-

cards. And at the opposite 

end of the scale there are 

many others which show him 

more appropriately a2red in 

a thick woolly jersey, most 

notably the Pinnace series of 

Footballers. 

So was it just Town that did this? By all means drop me a line either just to let me know what your club 

did or even send me a scan and we’ll perhaps do a feature about ‘Keepers in Ou�ield Kit’! 

Newsletter #54: April 2020 



 

h�ps://huddersfieldtowncollec�on.wordpress.com/                    2 

Latest acquisitions 

With Town’s relega�on from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 

lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

Towards the end of 

February I managed to 

add a 1928 

Wetherdair calendar 

card to my collec�on. 

Once again, the bene-

fits of having a Town 

website hove into view 

because I was contact-

ed by the son of collec-

tor Ivan Reid who was 

sor�ng and selling-off 

his father’s collec�on, 

and he happened up-

on my site. The diffi-

culty usually arises 

once we start haggling over prices as I am always wan�ng to add items to my collec�on as cheaply as pos-

sible, but both par�es were pleased to se�le upon a  £20.00 fee. I had been aware of the existence of this 

card for several years now, ever since John Drew had �pped me off but the one that he had lined up for 

me fell through. You can read more about this card on my website in the 1928 sec�on. 

Next to arrive was a MATCH magazine 

from 5th February 1983. The right half of 

this double page spread is backed with a 

colour Town team group which I have 

had for many years now, but I had been 

unable to lay my hands on the full ar�cle 

because of the inhibi�ve cost of buying 

the individual magazine on eBay. Howev-

er, one cropped up mid-March priced at 

a mere £2.99 with free postage so I 

steamed straight in. Another one �cked 

off the list… 

Finally, with the suspension of all elite 

(sic!) football in March due to the coro-

navirus pandemic there was only one addi�on to the HTAFC 2019/20 Official Player Cards set, that of Emi-

le Smith Rowe but you will have to see the auc�on page for details on this one. I am hopeful that upon 

the resump�on of hos�li�es - whenever that might be! -  these will be con�nued. 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a6en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them. 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

It was remarkably quiet on the auc�on front during March. The only 

‘different’ item to come up was this rare Odhams 1951 Spor$ng Person-

ali$es postcard of Town star Harold Hassall. I have one of these, and paid 

£20.00 from eBay, I believe. Carl Wilkes in his book Football Collec$bles 

values these at £75-£100, so you can imagine my surprise when this sold 

on eBay at the maiden bid of just £10.00! 

The only other Town item of any not was this 

Emile Smith Rowe card from the HTAFC Official 

Player Cards 2019/20 series. As you might 

know, these were ini�ally issued free at games, 

but the Covid-19 crisis put a stop to that and so 

the club took to issuing cards with online mer-

chandising sales over £15 - un�l retail outlets 

were closed down. Anyway… the only card is-

sued this way was the Emile Smith Rowe one 

here, one of which sold on eBay in late March 

for £5.50 (excluding p&p). It remains to be seen what will happen with any fur-

ther planned but unissued cards. 

 

Just to spice things up a li�le I include this double-sided 

1904/05 fixture card for Manchester City produced by 

Casket Cigare6es which was sent to me by City fan and 

avid collector Brian Houghton.  Unfortunately he did 

not manage to snag it as it sold for £1100.00!  And if 

that’s not enough to make your eyes water, the Man-

chester United example in the same auc�on fetched 

£1600.00. I never cease to be amazed at what lengths - 

and values - collectors will go to secure the rarer items 

pertaining to their clubs or simply sets of cards that 

they are chasing. 

 

And again from Brian, here’s a seemingly ordinary 

Wills’ cigare�e card, only it’s not. This 1902 Football 

Series card features then Manchester City and foot-

ball superstar Billy Meredith. Cards in this series 

usually tend to go for anywhere up to about £30.00 

tops, but this one reached £315.00 by the �me bid-

ding ended. Meredith, along with Steve Bloomer of 

Derby County (and later Middlesbrough) are much 

sought aOer, in much the same way as Dixie Dean 

was to become in the late 1920s-early 30s. Cards 

featuring any of these players fetch extor�onate 

amounts of money. 
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I Wish That I Had This... 

There are loads of items out there that I know that I will never lay my eyes on, let alone my 

hands. Here’s one that I might just manage... 

CITY BAKERIES ‘Football Shield’ c1950 

Tony Sinfield, you are one lucky, lucky dog! I’m sure that he won’t mind me saying this here as I have al-

ready done that in the reply that I made to his email of a couple of weeks ago. An explana�on is obviously 

necessary though… 

Tony emailed to say that he had just been successful at auc�on - he didn’t say where - as he had won 

FOUR of the rare City Bakeries ‘Football Shields’ in one lot. No great surprise you might think, un�l you 

learn that he thought that he was only bidding on ONE shield, and subsequently pocketed the lot for just 

£44.00 which was a terrific result for him. 

All four shields can be seen here; regular visitors to my 

website might recognise the two at the top and the 

one at bo�om leO (which is just a generic player ra-

ther than a specific HTAFC star) together with Tony’s 

new find at bo�om right. 

I was aware of the existence of this fourth shield be-

cause fellow Town collector John Drew had alerted 

me a few years ago as he too had found one at an auc-

�on/collector’s fair, but he couldn’t properly describe 

it so I wasn’t quite sure what I should be looking for, 

but now I know! 

If you should ever come across one of these on your 

searches for cards, please pick it up for me and I’ll re-

imburse you. 



 

h�ps://huddersfieldtowncollec�on.wordpress.com/                    5 

Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle6er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

Cope Bros. & Co. ‘Solace Noted Footballers’ (1910) 

This is a set of football cards which numbered 195 in all and featuring thirteen clubs: Liverpool, Chelsea, Ful-

ham, Everton, Manchester City, Manchester United, Sheffield Wednesday, Sheffield United, Cel�c, Rangers, 

Aston Villa, Wolves and Bristol City. Although the issue date is officially 1910 , Liverpool fan and collector Jim 

Donnelly tells us that “the presence of Alex Raisbeck, who played his last game for [Liverpool] in April 1909 

would suggest the players and pictures were a bit behind and more likely reflected the team of 1908-09”. The 

cards themselves are small and numbered but blank-backed. 

There are issues with the condi�on of many of these cards as they were apparently covered with a film which 

over �me has begun to shrunk and causes the cards to curl and bend slightly. Many also appear scuffed and 

trimmed although this might be more to do with the way in which they were factory cut (oOen by women with 

big shears as opposed to being machine cut). 

My Murrays catalogue (dated 2014/15) 

has individual cards priced at £22.00 each , 

whilst Garry Daynes’ last FCCM catalogue 

(June 2018) had also them on offer at that 

price, with poorer quality ones at £10.00 

each. A casual search of eBay throws 

them, up at anywhere between £6.75 and 

£29.99 with condi�on looking quite similar 

throughout. The Billy Meredith card 

shown here sold in 2020 for £127.00, a 

good example of the more “desirable” 

cards fetching insane prices. 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance to tell us 

about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from the previous ar�cles comes the final part of Mike 

McIntyre’s lengthy ar�cle about Burnley players of the World Cups. 
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Phew! And that brings to an end Mike McIntyre’s comprehensive coverage of s�ckers and cards 

of Burnley players who have represented their respec�ve countries at the various World Cups. 

Thanks, Mike! 

 

If you have a parcular highlight in your collecon which you’d like to share with us please get 

in touch; I am looking for something to use in the April newsle�er so you have a month in which 

to prepare it. 

Please get in touch if you want to know more. 
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 And now a blatant plug for my other websites which might be of interest to you, 

the discerning reader/collector/Town fan! 

The first of my ‘other’ websites, this 

site focused on the myriad cards in 

the sets produced by Godfrey Phil-

lips in the early 1920s. I have images 

of every one of the small (k-sized) 

cards as well as some of the ridiculously rare team 

cards (the la�er being supplied by supercollector 

Ma6 Stevens). It’s a set which is very easy and 

cheap to get into but very soon becomes increas-

ingly expensive once you have made the decision 

about what to collect - just the football? Just the 

small cards? All of the varia�ons? The different 

backs? The larger cards? The ‘Cabinet’ cards?  

Visit this website by copying and pas$ng this link 

h6ps://pinnacecards.wordpress.com/ 

Once again, Ma6 Stevens was the 

person who encouraged me to create 

this website, and he it was who sup-

plied all of the images of the cards. A 

highly sought aOer set - well, three 

actually - these cards come at a very 

high price for the collector and are becoming hard-

er to find as the years go by and they are squir-

relled away into binders and boxes in loOs and 

a2cs. Simple but very beau�ful cards covering 

football, rugby and even the FA officials! 

Visit this website by copying and pas$ng this link 

h6ps://

taddyprominenHootballers.wordpress.com/ 

Driven by my love of early football 

trade cards I decided to set up a 

website dedicated solely to them. 

My aim - the site is s�ll incomplete 

and will probably remain so - is to 

provide images of every card pro-

duced during this era; a gargantuan 

task, I am sure you will agree. How-

ever, slowly but surely I am adding images as and 

when I find them on the internet, most usually from 

eBay where it seems that everything becomes avail-

able for sale eventually! 

Many issues are covered here although there are 

s�ll many gaps in the images. 

Visit this website by copying and pas$ng this link 

h6ps://1920sheaven.wordpress.com/ 

My latest project features the 

three sets of cards issued between 

1909 and 1911 by Cope’s Ciga-

re6es. As with the Taddy set men-

�oned previously, Ma6 Stevens 

has been the driving force behind 

this site and will provide all of the 

images of the cards. With prices 

varying between £3-£4 for poor quality cards to 

£200+ for the likes of Steve Bloomer of Derby and 

Billy Meredith of Manchester United, this is not a 

set to begin collec�ng unless you are backed by 

some serious money! 

Visit this website by copying and pas$ng this link 

h6ps://copesclipsfootballcards.car.blog/ 
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For Sale 

I also have several spare cards and other items for sale now. There are too many to list in great detail 

here but if you visit my FOR SALE sec�on you will see what’s available. The good news is that everything 

is now POST FREE and I am open to you wan�ng to haggle if you are buying several items in one go. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to 

plug my book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which 

s�ll represents good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that 

all recipients of this newsle6er already own a copy so I'm almost 

certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 

looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who 

may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if 

you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma6er how many you 

buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-

member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 

might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 


