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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

TWO RESPONSES TO WILLIAM HARDCASTLE’S TENDERED RESIGNATION (1920) 

At the start of the 1920-21 season William Hardcastle (right) was the Town Chairman. 

Here we see two carbon-copy le�ers on Town headed-notepaper and dated November 

18th and 31st 1920, both from Ambrose Langley (Town Secretary-Manager) to Hardcas-

tle regarding his request to stand-down as Town Chairman. The former - numbered 219 

and dated 18th November, 1920 - informs Hardcastle that his resigna�on was not ac-

cepted by the Directors, but the second le�er - numbered 229 and dated 30th Novem-

ber, 1920 - tells him that it had been accepted at another mee�ng on the 24th Novem-

ber, 1920. Joseph Barlow subsequently stepped-up into the Chairman’s hot seat. 

I can’t honestly remember what these cost me or where they came from, but my bet 

would be that it was eBay and that they were rela�vely cheap, being of li�le or no 

interest to the general buying public. 
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Latest acquisitions 

With Town’s relega�on from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 

lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

Lewis O’Brien was the first Town player to ap-

pear on an official card in 2020, followed by 

the lesser-spo�ed Alex Pritchard, most nota-

ble for his mysterious absence this season. 

Both cards belong to the HTAFC 2019/20 

Squad Player cards given out free at the club 

shops on match days. A nice set is developing 

here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next up was the magazine picture/poster which appears here. It has 

taken me nearly forty years but I finally managed to find this picture 

which I always knew was out there, but never knew exactly in which 

copy of SHOOT! it featured. The game was Town's first visit to Elland 

Road in October 1970 and although Allan Clarke steals the �tle, the 

Town players on view are Jimmy Nicholson and Colin Dobson. And, 

for anyone who might be remotely interested, it was edi�on number 

77, dated 30th January 1971, and the complete magazine plus post-

age cost me just £3.00. 

 

 

My grateful thanks also go to Rob Mellor who gave me this small 

picture of “Huddersfield 1961” which, I believe, came from Volume 

9, Issue 26 of Soccer Star. 

 

 

 

 

And, amazingly, a NEW magazine picture featuring 

a Town player appeared in the shops this month! 

Karlan Grant was the Town player in ques�on as 

MATCH! Magazine produced a ‘EFL Poster Special’ 

insert in their issue of 21-27 January, 2020. I can’t 

imagine that there will be many more like this over 

the next few months/years. 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a2en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them. 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

This “souvenir” programme appeared on eBay in early 

January 2020 with a star�ng price of £69.00. It’s from the 

Sheffield United game which followed a few days aMer 

Town’s FAC Final defeat at Wembley at the hands of 

Blackburn Rovers. I have seen two others like this go 

through various auc�ons: in September 2016 one sold for 

£55.00 at Sheffield Auc�on Gallery; and as recently as 

January 2019 another one sold on eBay for £73.60. This 

one looks to be in beau�ful condi�on and it sold at the 

opening bid price of £69.00. 

 

This small, anonymously 

issued card of Town legend 

Billy Smith appeared on 

eBay in late January with a 

star�ng bid of £24.99 which 

represented good value be-

cause I have one of these 

and it cost me about £50.00 

several years ago. However, 

it didn’t sell, which came as 

a bit of a surprise to this 

collector. 

 

Finally a selec�on of Town fixture cards covering the period mid-1950s to 1960s appeared on eBay. Alt-

hough I don’t have them I have begun to rein in my spending on items such as this so I reluctantly ignored 

them. From what I saw, none of them sold, perhaps because they were not in par�cularly great condi�on 

(being a li�le grubby and par�ally wri�en in) or perhaps because they are becoming a tad expensive now-

adays. Either way I’m sure that they will reappear soon for anyone who is interested in such ephemera. 
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I Wish That I Had This... 

There are loads of items out there that I know that I will never lay my eyes on, let alone my 

hands. Here’s one that I might just manage... 

‘Football’s Famous Clubs’ from WIZARD, 1970 

Printed in issue number 28 and dated 22nd August 1970, this full page item celebrates Town’s then re-

cent promo�on back to the top division. I am inclined to think that the ar�st had never seen photographs 

of either Ray Wilson or Billy Smith, which is quite surprising. 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle2er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

BOYS’ MAGAZINE, ‘Art Photos of Famous Footballers’ (1922) 

Year of issue: 1922 

Issued by: “Boys’ Magazine” (E. Hulton & Co. Ltd.) 

Trade reference number(s): BOY-500 / BPM-7.3 

Number of cards in set: 30 (in 10 strips) 

Size: M (approx. 68mm x 45mm - each individual card) 

Approximate value (per card): Murrays £6.00; FCCM £4.00 

Regular readers of these newsle�ers will 

be aware of just how much I love these 

old 1920s football cards - they’re far nic-

er than the mass-produced mul�-colour 

cash cows of nowadays. This month I am  

highligh�ng a very common set of cards 

which you will be more likely to find cut 

into singles rather than in the strips of 

three as they were originally issued. 

These sepia cards were printed on  

heavy duty paper and were unnum-

bered but Alan Jenkins has discovered 

their dates of issue (which you can see 

on my 1920s Heaven website). The pric-

es quoted above are for the individual 

cards; a complete strip would set you 

back much more than that. It’s inter-

es�ng that the first four sheets all fea-

tured smaller portraits than the remain-

der which use very much in-your-face 

close-ups; a dis�nct altera�on in style 

there! 

Another point worth no�ng here is that 

the final portrait presented is actually an 

error - that is not Sam Wadsworth of 

Huddersfield Town, but is actually his 

playing colleague, Billy Watson. 

These cards are very easily obtained; a 

cursory glance at eBay just now has 

found many of these - albeit cut to sin-

gles - priced between £2.00 and £5.00. 

Amazingly, a complete set of 30 (again, 

singles) is available for £120 o-n-o alt-

hough, to be fair, Murrays do catalogue 

a set at £180.00. 



 

h�ps://huddersfieldtowncollec�on.wordpress.com/                    6 

A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance to tell us 

about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from the previous ar�cles comes the next part of Mike 

McIntyre’s lengthy ar�cle about Burnley players of the World Cups. 

Here is Part 4 beginning with West Germany, 1974. 
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The fiQh and final part of this fascina�ng series will appear 

next month, beginning with the tournament in Mexico 

1986. 

 

In the mean$me, if you are considering producing an ar$cle 

for publica$on please get in touch ASAP. 
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For Sale 

I also have several spare cards and other items for sale now. There are too many to list in great detail 

here but if you visit my FOR SALE sec�on you will see what’s available. The good news is that everything 

is now POST FREE and I am open to you wan�ng to haggle if you are buying several items in one go. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to 

plug my book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which 

s�ll represents good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that 

all recipients of this newsle2er already own a copy so I'm almost 

certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 

looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who 

may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if 

you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma2er how many you 

buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-

member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 

might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 


