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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

”TRANSFER PHOTOS OF FAMOUS FOOTBALLERS” Boys’ Magazine (1927) 

Not one item this month but three (or technically six if you want to be picky!) I was lucky enough to pick up 

these small (approximately 67mm x 70m) blocks of four transfers very cheaply from a fellow collector. The 

three Town players concerned are Scots wizard Alex Jackson, Clem Stephenson and Bob Kelly and all are in-

stantly recognisable above in the blue and white stripes. Conserva�vely catalogued by FCCM at £50 per block 

of four transfers, Carl Wilkes writes in his recent book that they can fetch £20 per individual transfer or £250 

per block!  And the good news doesn’t end there as I also have the original magazines with which they were 

issued (below) so the value now sky-rockets. Somewhere I also have the magazine to go with my 1929 Boys 

Magazine Famous Footballers Series card of Alex Jackson, but I can’t seem to locate it right now. 
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Latest acquisitions 

With Town’s relega�on from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 

lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

In truth, the first three items here should have been included last 

month but they arrived so late that they could not be included. First 

was the autographed Topps Match A�ax Ul�mate card of Aaron 

Mooy - probably the last card that I will ever get featuring him - 

which I managed to snag on eBay for £12 inclusive of postage. This 

card had been selling at £20-£30 upon release but I knew that it 

would drop lower eventually. You never know, it might go even low-

er s�ll in the future but now seemed a good �me to pounce. 

Next up was the small col-

our photograph of the 1980/81 Town squad, complete with 

4th Division Trophy, another buy from eBay. I am trying to 

build up my collec�on of original team photographs and I am 

s�ll desperately short of issues since the 1980s. 

Finally in the “late August” 

batch is this MATCH maga-

zine poster of Karlan Grant 

scoring a goal at West Ham 

back in April. Regular read-

ers might note that I have been scathing of the fact that despite him 

ending up as our top scorer last season, there were no posters of him. 

Well, clearly there was as this is dated 23rd April. Can’t see us featur-

ing par�cularly heavily this year though… 

This famous picture of the First World War ‘Footballers 

Ba�alion’  has been kicking around amongst my odds and 

ends for years but I have finally got around to adding it to 

the correct sec�on of my collec�on. It came from an edi-

�on of the Marshall Cavendish ‘Book of Football’ part-

work and features Town full-back/captain Fred Bullock at 

the far right of the front row. If you want to know who 

else features on the picture please go to the HISTORY 

sec�on of my website where you will find a link to ‘HT 

and the Great War’ and there, at the very bo�om, you 

will see a fully annotated copy of this picture. 

 

Finally a set of 27 Huddersfield Town Playing Squad 

‘cards’ appeared on eBay in mid-September. These 

are the usual fare from Nikolai Trading Cards which 

cover teams of the EPL and Championship together 

with selected - usually bespoke - clubs from other 

leagues. There are 25 playing staff, the manager and 

a ‘History’ card featuring a star player from the 

club’s distant past. They are somewhat flimsy but 

beggars can’t be choosers in our situa�on. A team 

set of your choosing can be yours for just £7.50 (plus 

p&p). Check my website 2019 page for details. 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a5en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them. 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

This humorous postcard-sized ‘In 

Memoriam’ card appeared on eBay 

in late August and again during 

September. Originally listed at 

£99.99, it was one of five which 

featured Swindon Town and their 

Cup runs of 1910/11/12/13. The 

vendor ini�ally contacted me be-

fore lis�ng it but I didn’t even make 

an offer once he told me that he 

had sold a couple of Manchester 

United ones for £325.00; his prices 

were always going to be way be-

yond my limits. Anyway, the card 

came and went twice on eBay with 

no-one willing to open the bidding at that price, and then it was inexplicably re-listed at £50 higher - 

£149.00 or Best Offer! 

On 16th September a Town programme went through eBay finishing up at 

£101.60. I don’t usually cover programmes  in my Auc�on Watch feature as 

they are all over the shop, but as this was an example of an early league pro-

gramme rather than the ubiquitous FAC Final ones I thought that I would in-

clude it. Despite having “1920-21 SEASON” wri�en at the bo�om of the front 

cover and match details wri�en on the teams page it s�ll fetched over a hun-

dred pounds which gives you some idea of just how valuable these inter-war 

issues are. And, just in case you were wondering, I already have one from this 

season so no, I didn’t bid. 

 

 

 

 

No other items of par!cular interest cropped up in internet 

auc!ons this month I’m afraid, so that’s your lot this !me. 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle5er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

FILSHILL ‘Lotus Toffees Footballers’ (1924) 

Trade reference number(s): FIL-120 / FIS-2 

There were 25 coloured cards in this a�rac�ve set of footballers. 

Each card was approximately 37mm x 68mm and framed one of the 

stars of the day. It is a very rare set of unnumbered cards which can 

also be found with plain backs. Players and teams are predominant-

ly ScoOsh, which makes sense since the toffees were produced in 

Glasgow mainly for the ScoOsh market. They some�mes appear on 

eBay but not very oPen. Murrays (2015) catalogued them at £22.00 

each whilst Garry Daynes’ FCCM has them individually priced at 

£20.00. 

The twenty-five players are: 

F. Barson (Manchester United) 

J. Blair (Cardiff City) 

Charles Buchan (Sunderland) 

Joe Cassidy (Cel�c) 

H. Chambers (Liverpool) 

G. French (Greenock Morton) 

A. Grimsdell (To�enham Hotspur) 

G. Henderson (Rangers) 

J. Hu�on (Aberdeen) 

D. Jack (Bolton Wanderers) 

J. Jennings (Raith Rovers) 

R. Kelly (Burnley) 

D. Lawson (St. Mirren) 

J. McDougall (Airdrieonians) 

D. McLean (Dundee) 

L. McMillan (Hamilton Academicals) 

J.H. Ramsay (Kilmarnock) 

W. Rankin (Motherwell) 

H. Ritchie (Hibernian) 

E. Taylor (Huddersfield Town) 

T. Townley (Falkirk Athle�c) 

F. Walker (Third Lanark) 

V. Watson (West Ham United) 

J. White (Hearts) 

A. Wilson (Middlesbrough) 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 

In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the 

chance to tell us about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from the previous ar�cles 

comes...  

 

This 

could 

be 

YOUR 

page... 
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Recommended Read 

“HUDDERSFIELD TOWN AFC - THE GREAT WAR SEASONS 1914/15 TO 

1918/19” by Alan Hodgson (2019) 

Hot on the heels of his contribu�ons to 99 Years & Coun!ng and 100 Years - All That’s Worth Knowing 

followed by his own publica�on of Between The S!cks, comes Alan Hodgson’s next Town-based book 

which records the games played by the club during the Great War years. 

There can be no doubt that this is a very 

well researched book; the author has 

clearly worked his way through old press 

reports of the era and put together an 

authorita�ve guide to Town’s war�me 

seasons. Its 92 pages are split into rough-

ly five sec�ons, each dealing with one of 

the war�me seasons and what you get is 

a rundown of every game played in that 

season – venue, score, approximated 

a�endance (as was the custom back 

then), teams and then a short match re-

port to put some meat on the bones. 

Each season is then brought to a close 

with the records of players for that sea-

son and a league table. In addi�on there 

are, at appropriate moments, snippets of 

extra informa�on rela�ng to people con-

nected with the club, including the 

deaths or war�me heroics of players past 

and then present, not least of which is 

the sad tale of Larre� Roebuck, the first 

English professional footballer to die in 

the Great War, together with a double-

page spread of his contract. It’s a pity 

that Sidney James – Town’s other war-

�me player who was killed –  did not mer-

it as full a report as he is afforded just a 

small ‘boxed-out’ sec�on, although in 

fairness it would seem that there was not 

as much informa�on available on him. Other ar�cles of further interest relate to Town’s “Conshie”, Fred 

“Tiny” Fayers and also the successes of the 17th Middlesex Ba�alion, the “Footballers Regiment” which 

included Town’s Jack Cock and Fred Bullock. 

At the end of the book all of the previous data is consolidated so that it is clear to see how many games 

each player appeared in and how many goals each scored. Town’s ‘Midland Sec�on’ opponents are also 

consolidated so it’s possible to see at a glance how many points were accumulated against individual 

sides – Bradford PA were our ‘easiest’ opponents as we took 19 points from the eight games. Compe�-

�on winners throughout the five year period are also listed in order, and there is a brief glance ahead to 

the following season 1919/20, the first “Peace Time” season. Other useful informa�on at the end includes 

a ‘Roll of Honour’ commemora�ng the fallen in Town colours which includes a couple of newly discovered 
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heroes. 

Also worthy of men�on here is the parlous state of football in general during this period. As the author 

clearly points out, some of the bigger teams – Newcastle and Sunderland to name but two – simply shut 

down for the dura�on with their players called up or employed in war-work (muni�ons factories, etc.) 

elsewhere, and the increasing number of "guest" players at clubs was a great source of annoyance to the 

Football League but, as is evidenced in Town’s selec�ons for many games, they were a necessity. The au-

thor catalogues an amazing number of occasions where teams or just individual players turned up late for 

games because of delays in the rail network – nothing new here, eh? – which then required away teams 

to ‘borrow’ players from the home teams simply to make up numbers. In dozens of other cases teams 

also recruited unknown local players or even just squaddies on leave who might have some footballing 

experience! And then there was the thorny ques�on of clubs having to hand over a percentage of their 

‘takings’; nobody quibbled about the 1% of gate receipts payable to the FL and a further 2% to fund-

raising for the war effort, but there were many raised eyebrows when 5% of the ‘gate’ became payable to 

the visi�ng club so that the smaller clubs – of which Town was one – would be able to keep going in these 

difficult �mes. The bigger clubs that Town faced in these seasons – Birmingham, Leeds City and NoOng-

ham Forest for example – were none too pleased with this idea. Indeed the system con�nued into the 

1980s and 90s when the modern-day bigger First Division teams of Man Utd, Liverpool, Arsenal, et alia 

complained and finally brought an end to the subsidising of their less well-off brethren; shame on them 

all. 

The book itself is amazingly almost bereP of typographical errors, although there are three noteworthy 

inaccuracies which I will list here: 

• The 1913/14 team postcard shown on page 21 is incorrectly cap�oned with several players incorrectly 

named – on the back row, the small player is Fred “Tiny” Fayers not Frank Mann; on the front row the 

first four players are actually Andy Armour, Simon Beaton, Charlie Slade and Frank Mann. 

• On page 29 there is a match report from the Hull City game of 20th November 1915 and the author 

makes reference to Hull almost equalising through “future Huddersfield player Mercer” which is al-

most certainly incorrect as Town’s Billy Mercer was a goalkeeper! It’s far more likely that the player 

involved was actually David Mercer, a winger who joined Hull from Skelmersdale Utd in 1913. 

• On page 68 in the match report for Town’s 4-2 home victory over Leeds City on 16th March 1917, 

Town ‘back’ Ralph Rodgerson amazingly morphs into ac�ng luvvie Sir Ralph Richardson! 

 

At the conclusion the author fails to credit/list his sources which is disappoin�ng, as I would have liked to 

have known which newspapers he consulted. In addi�on the picture of goalkeeper Albert Lindon on page 

34 almost certainly comes from a postcard which I recently discovered showing what I believe to be the 

only photograph of a Town war�me league team replete as it is with several “guest” players, and which 

can be seen in the Team Photographs: 1910s sec�on of my website.  

But the biggest drawback/problem/issue that I have with this book is the binding which is quite frankly 

dreadful. The text runs too close to the centre of the book (spine) and every �me that you sit down to 

read it you have to be really careful not to fully open the book out and thereby split the spine. In addi�on 

all of the page numbers are printed at the top right of every page which means that the ‘odd’ page num-

bers are almost lost in the binding too. 4Edge Limited of Hockley, Middlesex, you really do have a prob-

lem with your binding process - £14.00 is a lot to pay for a book that could easily fall apart any �me that 

you open it! 

That said, I would definitely recommend this book to any Town fan that might be keen to know about an-

other facet of the club’s illustrious past. 
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For Sale 

Items for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match A5ax Championship cards of Alex Smithies 

and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A5ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I 

can also offer a few of the Match A5ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ 

card  and various other player cards. I also have a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve 

Mounié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, and a 1998 Beau�ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter 

Doherty (thin card version). In addi�on I also now have a spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final 

Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. In addi�on I have a modern print of a 1922 FAC Final ‘ALL SPORTS’ 

magazine cover as well as a small selec�on of magazine pictures and fanzines. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle5er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the 

converted. However, you might just be looking for something for that oth-

er Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can 

pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no 

ma5er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my web-

site. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-

member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 

might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 


