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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

”HUDDERSFIELD TOWN PLAYERS & OFFICIALS” Swindlehurst & Nicholson (1935) 

Produced very much in the style of the 

“big heads” cards of the day, the thirty-

seven cards which make up this set were 

given away in pairs in the programmes of 

season 1935-36 in an a�empt to boost 

sales. Way back in the early 1990s I 

bought a full set (hello, Darren!), split 

across twenty-three grubby but auto-

graphed cards (several of which are seen 

here) and the remainder being in good 

order. The wri�ng reduces the value of the 

cards to most collectors, but to a Town fan 

it only increases their value. Sadly, there 

were also a lot of very rounded corners. 

I have put the autographed ones on one 

side as a never-to-be-completed set (for 

obvious reasons!) and have subsequently  

pursued a set of perfectly clean originals. 

To date I have thirty-six good ones and am 

missing only George Roughton. 

My original set of autographed and clean 

cards cost £400 back in the early 1990s 

and at around £20 per card it’s probably 

cost me almost as much again to create a 

“clean” set. 
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Latest acquisitions 

With Town’s relega�on from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 

lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

And to con�nue the theme from my “Collec�on Highlight”, I was lucky enough 

to catch Garry Daynes (FCCM) when he had some stock of these cards. He has 

subsequently supplied me with fi;een of the sixteen cards that I was missing 

in order to complete a “clean” set to run alongside my autographed ones. 

Mind you, my wallet now needs to lie down in a darkened room for a very 

long while… 

The Team Tabs are here! I am once again in-

debted to fellow collector and enthusiast Alan 

Jenkins (check out his mammoth Football Car-

tophilic Info Exchange website) for sending me 

the two tabs for this season. Infuria�ngly the 

Match of the Day editorial staff have elected 

to use the old crest/badge and not the new updated version 

from June of this year. Lazy journalism and typical of the scant regard shown 

to clubs outside the Premier League. 

I was lucky enough to be contacted by Dave Kaye who offered me some auto-

graphed Turton Town Series portrait postcards which I bought, replacing similar 

unsigned ones already in my collec�on of Ernie Islip, Jack Wood, Frank Mann and 

Edwin Davis together with a new one of Charlie Slade as an older Town player (at 

right). He s�ll has a few le; - Billy Smith, Willie Watson and Fred Bullock, together 

with a 4th November 1920 share cer�ficate similar to the one in my Virtual Muse-

um; contact me if you’re interested in buying any of these. Meanwhile, my thanks 

- and congratula�ons! - go to Tony Sinfield who bought up my now surplus un-

signed cards of Davies, Islip, Mann and Wood. 

Richard Small was also in 

contact with me to provide 

the two Le;s Associa�on 

Football Diary pages shown at right, one from 1965 

the other from 1981. He also supplied me with two 

previously missing team tabs from Shoot and 

Match! along with two new Retrocra=s tabs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also bought this Huddersfield Examiner 1961-62 squad 

photograph from eBay and the hunt is now on to iden�fy 

all of the players therein. Not easy so far. 

And finally, with Aaron Mooy’s loan move to Brighton it means that mercifully I won’t have to shell out 

for any more of the mul�tudinous, poxy and expensive Panini/Topps cards. 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a;en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them. 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

And s�ll with the Swindlehurst & Ni-

cholson set, there was a collec�on of 

twenty-two different cards from the 

1935 series of Huddersfield Town Play-

ers & Officials which went through the 

Spor�ng Memorys (sic) auc�on of 9th 

August but failed to sell. As you will see 

from my Collec�on Highlight, I already 

have a complete set of these but I am 

trying to create a completely “clean” 

set; my only missing card is here - W.G. 

Roughton - but with a star�ng bid of 

£220 it would have made it a poten�al-

ly expensive purchase so I didn’t bid. 

Nice though, and rare. 

And, amazingly, yet another “rare” 1920 FAC Final ashtray 

went under the hammer on eBay this month! I’m beginning to 

think that there are dozens of these stashed away just wai�ng 

to be thrust upon an unsuspec�ng popula�on! Anyway, this 

one was in slightly be�er condi�on than mine - and considera-

bly much more highly polished - but I doubt whether it was re-

ally worth the winning bid of £125.00. Either way I’d guess that 

both par�es will be pleased with the outcome. Keep your eyes 

peeled for the next one to come along very soon, no doubt… 

Strangely, one of the Paddy 

Power ‘sash’ shirts reappeared 

on eBay in mid-August at a 

knock-down star�ng price of £500.00. This one was worn by Alex Pritchard 

and, crucially, was now autographed. Bearing in mind that his two original 

shirts sold for £1,300 and £1,350 I think that we had someone hoping to 

make a fast buck by geLng it signed thereby bumping up the value. In a 

strange twist, this was withdrawn, re-listed at £400.00, and again with-

drawn instantly, so I’m guessing that a 

low “best offer” was accepted. 

And another fellow Town collector - hi, 

Mick! - seems to be having a bit of a 

clear-out as this 1967 Town calendar 

(le;) appeared on eBay also in August 

and sold for just £4.99. I recall seeing these on display in chip-shops at 

the �me together with A3 fixture lists surrounded by local adver�sing. 

Ah, heady days, eh? 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle;er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

CHUMS (Cassell & Co. Ltd) ‘Real Colour Photos’ (c1924) 

This small collec�on of just ten paper-thin 

cards is, as far as I am aware, uncatalogued by 

the Cartophilic Society. Measuring approxi-

mately 95mm x 70mm they are quite hard to 

find. I was lucky because as I men�oned in an 

earlier newsle�er I managed to pick up seven 

for just £3.10 and that included the postage! 

Murrays catalogue these individually at £10.00 

each, FCCM at £9.00 but you can generally find 

them on eBay for anywhere between £5.00 

and £10.00. The three that I am currently miss-

ing are Walker, Jack and Titmus. The date of issue is, as yet, unconfirmed. 

1. C. Buchan (Sunderland) 

2. W. Walker (Aston Villa) 

3. D. Jack (Arsenal) 

4. C. Stephenson (Huddersfield Town) 

5. N. Harris (Newcastle United) 

6. J. Harrow (Chelsea) 

7. J. Blair (Cardiff City) 

8. A.L. Morton (Glasgow Rangers) 

9. F. Tunstall (Sheffield United) 

10. F. Titmus (Southampton) 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 

In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the 

chance to tell us about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from the previous ar�cles 

comes...  

Paul Briers is back with another interes�ng ar�cle about 

“CLARK’S TOFFEES - FOOTBALLERS” 

Cartophilic Society reference number CLA-130 / CLA-1, issued circa 1925. 

h�ps://cartophilic-info-exch.blogspot.com/2013/05/clarks-toffee-cla-130-cla-1-footballers.html 

A set of 76 footballers cards were given away – we believe - by a sweet company named Clark’s 

under their Clark’s Toffee branding. 52 players are known of and the highest card number seen is 

#76. Geo. Bradbury [Clapton Orient]; who are the other 24 players? 

Very li�le is known about these trade cards or even the toffee manufacturer Clark’s. The black 

and white cards were issued some�me around 1924/1925 and measure, approximately, 35mm x 

45mm (similar in size to the K-size Godfrey Phillips Pinnace cards). 

Who were Clark’s?  Research has led me to very few leads online. I’ve only been able to find a 

Yorkshire-based company named Clarke’s (note the spelling), who manufactured toffee and other 

sweets, but nothing in the London area from where all of the known footballers are from. 

There are very few pictures of these cards too. The Football Cartophilic link above shows up to 

eight pictures of footballers, one from Crystal Palace, three from BrenXord and four from Clapton 

Orient. Carl Wilkes has another on his webpages, from Crystal Palace. h�ps://

footballsoccercards.com/clarks-toffee-128-c.asp 

 

Three of the BrenXord FC Cards; No.6 W. Clayson, No.7 R. James and No.9 P. Sco�, are shown 

here, together with one of the blank backs for reference. 

Do any readers of this newsle�er have pictures of the other two known BrenXord FC cards - no.8 

A. Capper and No.10 H. Morris? Are there more BrenXord cards, as yet undiscovered, from this 

set too?! 

These are extremely rare. If any ever do come up for sale or auc�on, which is hardly ever, then 

you can expect to spend over £100 on each one. Cards from the likes of Chelsea, Arsenal, West 

Ham United and To�enham Hotspur would, I expect, command figures of double that. 
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Do any readers of the newsle�er know anything more about these cards? 

Paul Briers © 2019 

 

Addendum: I have images of eight further cards on my 1920s Heaven website here… 

h8ps://1920sheaven.wordpress.com/footballers-1925/ and I present them here for you. (RP) 
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Recommended Read 

“AN A TO Z OF FOOTBALL COLLECTIBLES” by Carl Wilkes (2019) 

Every once in a while a book comes along which you quite simply have to own or even just read; 

this is such a book. 

I have known the author for a few years now and have had many conversa�ons and dealings with 

him in his capacity as overseer of the Football Soccer Cards website; indeed, many of the cards 

that you will find in the FOREIGN CARDS sec�on of my website have been supplied by him, so I 

have first hand experience of his great knowledge about the subject. And now he has commi�ed 

that knowledge and experience to print in this huge and very welcome tome. So let’s begin with 

the blurb… 

“An illustrated history of football trade cards, an epic saga of 1,000 brands and myriad collec-

�ons. The A-Z traces the earliest cards and s�ckers – Bri�sh inven�ons, both – through a century 

of sports cards from tobacco cards to Panini s�ckers, via everything that came in between: foot-

ballers issued with chewing gum and sweet cigare8es, lucky bag mementoes, football teams cut 

from packets of tea, and many more. It chronicles the epoch of our forefathers and the very first 

football cards, da�ng back to the 1880s, followed by the era of their children and the earliest 

s�ckers – and so the rise of cigare8e cards and paper soccer star adhesives. These days, along 

with our Panini s�ckers and trading cards, we appreciate these vintage treasures not only for their 

beauty but also for their value. Fond recollec�ons of childhood passions past and present will 

warm hearts, while enchan�ng galleries of rarely seen cards will cap�vate football fans and col-

lectors alike. Incorpora�ng a guide to values, the A-Z is priceless. 

Carl Wilkes helped create the football cards scene of today. In the 80s he penned ar�cles on soc-

cer cards. In the 90s he issued the first ever soccer cards journal. By 1996 he had the first football 
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cards website in the world. As creator and publisher of the Football Card Collector Magazine he 

has contributed ar�cles to numerous newspapers, periodicals and books. In 2018 he appeared on 

TV in Stuck On You: The Football S�cker Story.” 

So what do you get for your money? Well, a;er the obligatory dedica�ons and introduc�on out-

lining the difference between trade and trading cards, you get a very detailed chapter by chapter 

run through all of the major football card distributors – trade, trading and cigare�e – outlining 

their history and issues, together with some of the more obscure foreign and anonymous releas-

es. Numbers of cards in sets, design features, varia�ons and a rough price guide together with 

lovely examples from almost every set discussed fill out each of these chapters which are, by defi-

ni�on, arranged in alphabe�cal order. Certain issues are accorded their own fulsome chapters – 

A&BC, Barra�, Baines and FKS to name but a few – as well as certain publica�ons of yore, most 

usually the old boys’ papers (note NOT comics) from the 1920s and 1930s (Adventure, Champion, 

et alia). Each major chapter or sec�on is then separated by a double page spread of various card 

issues all of which are hugely a�rac�ve and most definitely reward the �me spent looking wisXul-

ly at them. 304 pages packed to the ra;ers with glorious football cards! Much of the joy comes 

through simply leafing through the pages looking for examples of cards that you might have or 

catching sight of an elusive card, or the one that you had never been able to iden�fy un�l now, in 

my case Green Shield Footballers of 1933. 

The prices/values stated by the author may be the cause of some consterna�on to general collec-

tors rather than the more hardened variety; the o;en quite scary amounts bandied around cer-

tainly made this collector blink and even smile on occasion, but there can be no doubt that the 

author is correct when he suggests that card prices are most certainly rising as more and more of 

the available ones go underground into collectors’ albums and vaults (or slabs?) never to be seen 

again. I am certainly aware of some HTAFC cards that were once out there and were quite readily 

available but that I now have almost no hope of ever seeing let alone buying. And a word of cau-

�on which is men�oned at least twice in this book – the author has never lost a penny yet in his 

dealings with his customers;  just remember that when you buy from him! 

Finally there are appendices dealing with buying, including how to best use the internet; selling 

and how best to price your cards to make them more appealing; bidding and the joy of forcing up 

fellow bidders to reduce their spending power; people/auc�oneers to trust; the storage of cards 

(slabbing not recommended!); cards omi�ed from this book and tantalisingly �pped for inclusion 

in a second, updated version!; contac�ng the author; a select bibliography of not just books but 

also internet-based card websites; and, lastly, a glossary of significant card issuers. 

Overall I am hugely impressed by the �me and effort that has been put into this book. A�en�on 

to detail and the enormous number of card images make it a feast for the eyes and one that I will 

return to again and again, if only to re-acquaint myself with certain issues/companies. There are 

obviously gaps; I can think of several series/issues which are not included but, as the author does 

clearly state, he is already colla�ng informa�on and examples for a second, updated publica�on.  

So… would I recommend it? Most definitely! Time to start saving up… 
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For Sale 

Items for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match A;ax Championship cards of Alex Smithies 

and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A;ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I 

can also offer a few of the Match A;ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ 

card  and various other player cards. I also have a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve 

Mounié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, and a 1998 Beau�ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter 

Doherty (thin card version). In addi�on I also now have a spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final 

Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. In addi�on I have a modern print of a 1922 FAC Final ‘ALL SPORTS’ 

magazine cover as well as a small selec�on of magazine pictures and fanzines. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle;er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the 

converted. However, you might just be looking for something for that oth-

er Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can 

pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no 

ma;er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my web-

site. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-

member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 

might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 


