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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

ANONYMOUS GERMAN POSTCARD, 1938 

Once again we have a devia�on from 

the strictly HTAFC-based items in my 

collec�on although there is obvious-

ly a connec�on. This postcard shows 

the England team that played Ger-

many, featuring Town players Ken 

Willingham and Alf Young. The game 

was a friendly match played on 14th 

May 1938 at the Olympiastadion, 

Berlin. England proved victorious by 

6-2 and both Ken Willingham and Alf 

Young played, although neither play-

er was amongst the goals. 

This match is remembered as much 

for the England team’s rending of 

the Nazi salute during pre-game cer-

emonies in Berlin’s packed Olympi-

astadion as it is for the result, a 

thumping for the Nazi regime’s 

spor�ng pride and joy. Before the 

match (at the direc�on of the Bri�sh 

Ambassador to Germany, Sir Neville 

Henderson, and with the support of 

Football Associa�on Secretary Stan-

ley Rous, who would serve as FIFA 

President from 1961 to 1974) the 

England players joined in the Nazi 

raised-arm salute as the German na�onal anthem was played and Nazi leaders Göring, Goebbels, 

Hess and von Ribbentrop watched. 

Another eBay purchase for £34.00, what further increases the value of this item is the fact that it 

is postmarked the very day of the game, ’14-5-38 Berlin-Charlo�enburg’. One presumes that 

there must also be a ‘sister’ card to this which shows the German players. 
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Latest acquisitions 

With Town’s relega�on from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 

lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived at Pashby Hall. 

First up this �me is a 2018 card that I was unaware of. It’s from one of the 

many sets of Top Trumps, this �me ‘World Football Stars Quiz with a Twist’. Of 

course, the card features Aaron Mooy - who else? - in Aussie kit but at least 

the ques�ons do refer to HTAFC for a change. I heavily overpaid for this - £3.75 

on eBay when I later discovered that I could have had a full box of 100 cards 

for just £9.15 on Amazon! Ah well… 

Town’s an�podean star was also to 

the fore when Topps released their 

Match A�ax Extra cards for Season 

2018/19. He appeared on one of the 

mini-�ns (leI), a fact that I was bliss-

fully unaware of un�l fellow Town col-

lector Lee Morris �pped me off. I 

managed to grab an empty �n from 

eBay for just £1.00 although the postage was four �mes that! 

 

And that really is it, I’m afraid. As predicted Town have 

pre6y much dropped off the radar nowadays, not even 

featuring as posters in magazines. In the next week or 

two I’m expec�ng the Team Tabs to appear so at least 

that will be something to celebrate! 

 

I will leave you with a card which I found on eBay on 

July 27th and was ini�ally very excited un�l I took a 

closer look… 

It’s a postcard sized collectable card created by Bob 

Bond somewhere which was adver�sed by the vendor 

as “Leon Knight, Huddersfield Town”. Now whilst it 

clearly IS ex-footballing bad-boy Knight (look him 

up!!), I don’t think that’s a Town kit that he is wearing 

- the sponsor logo doesn’t match anything that I rec-

ognise. It’s also most definitely not a Sheffield 

Wednesday kit (where he was 2002/03). It’s far more 

likely that this is a card of him when he was at Bright-

on & Hove Albion (2003/06). The blue trim on the 

shorts would be right for their 2002/04 kit, placing this 

somewhere around 2003. I have spoken to footy card 

expert extraordinaire Alan Jenkins and he concurs. 

Anyway, I didn’t buy it even though it was very cheap 

at just £1.25. Unless the buyer is specifically a Leon 

Knight or Brighton fan, I’m afraid to say that he’s 

bought a dud! 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a6en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them. 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

You might recall last month that a vendor in Nor-

way was selling a pair of Tiedemanns Tobak 1928 

cards of HTAFC as well as a rare Swedish postcard 

of HTAFC in 1937-1938 both at £49.00 each? Well, a 

second seller - this �me based in the UK - managed 

to shiI one of the postcards (right) at a much more 

reasonable £16.01. Strangely another pair of the 

rare Tiedemanns cards - also UK-based - failed to 

sell even though they were priced at only 40% of 

the asking price of their Norwegian counterparts 

and were then re-listed at just £15 but failed to sell 

several �mes over, before finally geQng a bite - and 

a sale - with the price reduced to a mere £10 for 

the pair. Extraordinary. 

Also in early July another eBay auc�on that came and went (twice) 

was this heretofore unseen - by this Town fan anyway - Bologna vs 

Town and Swindon Town programme for the 1971 Anglo-Italian 

Compe��on. My understanding was that the Italian clubs didn’t 

bother to produce programmes, but this item clearly disproves that 

theory. On offer at £149.00 from a fellow own collector (hello Mi-

chael!) this programme has so far failed to sell several �mes alt-

hough I am sure that it will have a�racted an awful lot of interest. 

 

The beer mat at right also appeared on 

eBay in mid-July with a price tag of 

£350.00! The seller claimed that it was 

one of only three in existence; he has 

two and a fellow collector has one. An-

other one of these had already sold on 

eBay - from a different vendor - on 

15th May 2019 for just (!!) £170.57. 

 

 

And finally I must make men�on of the now infamous ‘sash’ football 

shirts. I am sure that you will be aware of the furore caused by the 

PR stunt involving Town and Paddy Power so I won’t go over it here; 

suffice to say that the club have used eBay to auc�on off fiIeen of 

the shirts worn in the friendly game at Rochdale, with three local 

chari�es benefiQng. The total raised was an amazing £27,992.00 

with a Chris Schindler shirt fetching the highest individual total of 

£3,750.00, with an Aaron Mooy shirt coming in a very respectable 

second with £3,100.00. eBay even generously waived the right to 

claim their seller’s fees. Well done Town, PP and eBay! 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle6er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

ESSO ‘The 1970 World Cup Coin Collec�on’ (1970) 

There cannot be many readers of this ar�cle who do not remember these. I certainly recall badgering my fa-

ther to “fill up” on a far more regular basis. Each small coin 

featured a head and shoulders view of the player with his 

autograph beneath. The backs were generic and showed 

the ESSO logo. There were thirty to collect in all and a spe-

cial blue board was produced cos�ng (2s/6d) in which to 

press them although a flimsy red card one could be had for 

free. Nowadays you can pick the coins up individually for 

about £1 each. I have a complete set. 

As to the squad itself, well every England fan will know that progress to the quarter-final �e against West Ger-

many was easy enough but then the problems began. Firstly regular ’keeper Gordon Banks fell ill and was re-

placed by the unfortunate Peter BoneQ and then came manager Sir Alf Ramsay’s tac�cal blunder of taking off 

Bobby Charlton in the 70th minute when 2-1 up; enter Uwe Seeler and Gerd Muller and England’s first com-

pe��ve defeat at the hands of West Germany. Several more were to follow... 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 

In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the 

chance to tell us about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from the previous ar�cles 

comes...  

There probably aren’t many of you reading this now who have not at some �me or another visited Nigel 

Mercer’s wonderful website of 1965-1980 Bri�sh football cards; now Nigel has kindly agreed to spill the 

beans for us on how he got started... 

“Nigel’s Webspace” - how it all came about 

It was about 1968 when, as a nine-year-old boy, I discovered my first 

football cards - the A&BC Chewing Gum yellow backs – and they are 

s�ll amongst my favourite cards today. My elder brother and I would 

swap them, write on the backs who was the team captain, who was 

the penalty taker, and when the players were transferred, therefore 

ruining any value these cards might have had to future collectors. We 

invented games that we played with packs of cards, moving the cards 

endlessly around on the dinner table or the carpet, ensuring that these 

same cards soon became ta�y and limp through use. As �me went on 

we discovered FKS s�ckers, cheaper than A&BC cards, and we never 

really liked the chewing gum anyway. We bought the albums and stuck 

the s�ckers in, then remembered that we wanted to play our games so 

we ripped the s�ckers out again. 

My brother lost interest before I did, but I never had a great collec�on. Once the cards and s�ck-

ers were played with and worn out they were oIen binned, to be replaced by new ones. I do re-

member becoming quite excited each year to see what FKS had done with the designs and the 

images, and to get new versions of my favourite players. 

Everything changed for our family when we migrated to Australia in 1974. It also marked the end 

of my football card collec�ng. I was 15 years of age, a few of my favourite matchbox cars, comic 

annuals and other items were packed into a box and off we went ‘down under’. The excitement 

and challenge of a new country, new school, new friends and warm weather soon made me for-

get all about my childhood. I joined the Royal Australian Air Force, got married, moved around 

the country, and then leI the RAAF aIer 10 years. 

Throughout this whole adventure my meagre personal items had been packed into a couple of 

large boxes, which the military du�fully shipped around wherever I went, and I never opened 

them. I dis�nctly remember a day in 1994 when I had nothing be�er to do than look into my old 

boxes, for the first �me in about 20 years. While my wife looked on bemused, I unpacked my 

whole childhood. 

One of the items, amongst cars, golliwogs, books and various other small and cheap toys, was a 

very small bundle of football s�ckers, �ed up with an elas�c band (further ruining whatever con-

One of our original FKS 1969/70 

s2ckers, ripped from an album and 

pen-amended by my brother. S2ll 

kept a7er 50 years 
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di�on and value they may once have had). I gasped, the memories flooding back - FKS 68/69 and 

69/70 s�ckers! What to do with them? Well, aIer an hour or so they went back into the box, 

where they would lie for another couple of years. In the mean�me I became interested in my old 

comic annuals – Dandy, Beano, Topper, Roy of the Rovers, etc. 

In about 1998 I was intrigued by this new inven�on called the World Wide Web and a search en-

gine called AltaVista. At the �me AltaVista offered you some space to create your own web site 

and upload some images. I scanned in a few images of comic book annual covers and put them 

up on my personal webspace (hence the current name of my website, Nigel’s Webspace, now 

over 20 years old). It seemed like good fun, so I kept going, adding more and more images. AIer 

a while I ran out of annuals to scan, so I rediscovered my old football cards and s�ckers, and de-

cided to scan and display those too.  

 

An early (2001) version of my website, when football cards were a minor part – sourced from the 

Wayback Machine 

I’ll abbreviate the rest of the story. People began to respond to my webspace, sending me emails 

with informa�on about comic annuals and football cards. In 2000 I created my own IT consul�ng 

company, Li6le Oak Pty Limited (a 1-person company), and then donated some company space 

to my hobbies, so I split the site and the domain names changed to books.li6leoak.com.au (now 

defunct) and h6p://cards.li6leoak.com.au/index.html (the current Football Cards website). The 

fact that I own the company meant that I could have my own ‘free’ website without the need for 

adver�sements. Li6le Oak has now supported my website for almost 20 years. 

Over �me my interests changed from comic annuals to football cards. I decided to concentrate 

only on football cards from my period of interest, so 1965/66 to 1974/75 was the ini�al scope of 

the website, but then a kind person donated about 2,000 Topps Chewing Gum cards from the 
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late 70s, so I extended my website to its current scope: 1965/66 to 1979/80. Around the same 

�me I also decided to include ScoQsh cards, so I also expanded the name. 

 Football cards website, 2003 version 

My inten�on has always been to provide a reference site for other collectors. I’ve seen myself as 

a social historian, keen to understand and document the companies who produced these s�ck-

ers. When I first started collec�ng, A&BC Chewing Gum was documented by the leading experts 

at the �me as being the ‘American and Bri�sh Chewing Gum Ltd’, but I managed to make con-

tact with Douglas and Tony Coakley, two of the original founders of the company who told me 

the origin of the name (Anysz, Braun and Coakley), and that is now the accepted truth. I’m also 

proud to have been able to unearth the story, in conjunc�on with Mark Hughesdon, of the BAB 

company who produced some very interes�ng s�ckers in the late 60s and early 70s. 

Over the past 20 years so many people have sent me informa�on that was missing from my web-

site, and images for me to include in my galleries (since my own personal collec�on is s�ll quite 

small). As �me has moved on I update it less and less, partly because many of the ‘discoveries’ 

have already been made, and partly because we are all geQng older and football cards from the 

60s and 70s seem less relevant. A few years ago I began a major upgrade and overhaul of the site 

to keep up with advances in webpage design, and that work is s�ll ongoing. Facebook (h6ps://

www.facebook.com/NigelsWebspace/) has provided a new way for me to interact with people 

who are interested in these old cards, and the comments and messages from site visitors are 

most welcome. I s�ll buy the occasional unusual item, sell a few of my items, and like to trade 

with other collectors, but it is for the enjoyment of the cards and s�ckers. I’ve never thought that 

they will ever be valuable from a monetary viewpoint, but they are quite special to me. 
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A few years ago my wife and I were visi�ng England on a holiday, and there was a football card 

meet just outside of London where we were staying so I popped in to have a look. I was talking to 

one of the exhibitors, who was telling me about a good reference site called Nigel’s Webspace, 

so I had to tell him that I was Nigel. He then took me around and introduced me to some other 

dealers and collectors, and they all seemed to know about my site. It was humbling to know that 

my li�le 20-year hobby from Australia has made at least a li�le bit of difference, so I thank all of 

you who have helped me along the way. 

Nigel Mercer © 2019 

Nigel’s Webspace - 2019 version 
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For Sale 

Items for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match A6ax Championship cards of Alex Smithies 

and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A6ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I 

can also offer a few of the Match A6ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ 

card  and various other player cards. I also have a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve 

Mounié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, and a 1998 Beau�ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter 

Doherty (thin card version). In addi�on I also now have a spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final 

Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. In addi�on I have a modern print of a 1922 FAC Final ‘ALL SPORTS’ 

magazine cover as well as a small selec�on of magazine pictures and fanzines. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle6er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the 

converted. However, you might just be looking for something for that oth-

er Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can 

pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no 

ma6er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my web-

site. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players of old. And re-

member - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please get in touch; we 

might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 


