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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

Huddersfield Town vs Norwich City programme, 20th August 1968 

Now I’m pre�y certain that the fact that I have chosen a programme 

for one of my highlights will surprise many regular readers here; even 

more so when you consider that it isn’t even one of the more 

“desirable” or rare examples. No, it is what it is - a bog-standard 

League Division 2 programme from 1968. It does, however, have 

great significance for me… 

By August 1968 I was a ten-years-old who collected bubble-gum card 

sets of ‘Ba
le’, ‘Man From UNCLE’, ‘Batman’ and ‘American Civil War 

News’ and somewhat admired the Leeds United side of that period 

who were doing rather well, but I had no real interest in the game. 

That all changed when I was taken to my very first Town match and 

this, of course, is the programme from that game. Not the pro-

gramme you understand, just a programme, the original being long 

since lost. 

So how did my life-long commitment begin? Well the story starts 

when my parents and I moved to Brighouse, near Huddersfield, for 

the second �me having previously lived in Scarborough, Brighouse 

and Cleckheaton. On this second occasion we lived opposite then 

Town manager, Ian Greaves and his family, not that I had anything to 

do with them even though his daughter, Chris�ne, was about my age; 

she never played out with the rest of us. No, my contact came from 

four doors down that side where a young couple lived; they were pally with my parents and it turned out that she 

was sister of Town and future Leeds, Bradford City and England player, Trevor Cherry. They were keen to wean me 

off Leeds and I was happy to tag along; a season �cket was bought and I was hooked. 

I picked the right �me to become a supporter; although 1968/69 proved unremarkable in a very Town-like way, the 

following season saw Town promoted to the First Division as Champions of the Second Division. Saturday home 

games were preceded by dinner at Old Man Cherry and his wife’s house on the outskirts of the town, a regular 

event that I recall with great pleasure, together with si@ng for what seemed like hours in the old ash-covered car 

park listening to Sports Report aAer the match, wai�ng for the long snake of parked traffic to move. 

 I caught all of the home games in that first season in the top flight, but we moved away - again! - soon aAer the 

start of the second season and, like Town’s grip on its First Division status, I was prised away. I never lost my love 

for the club though, and even watching from afar - and with no means of transport - I con�nued to follow the for-

tunes and the hurt of the horrendous decline of the 1970s. By the �me I was in higher educa�on in Doncaster in 

the late 1970s I had become mobile and renewed my season �cket, which has now seen over forty years unbroken 

service. So whilst it’s not the original programme from that game, you will now understand why I just had to have 

one; it’s probably worth about a quid. Memories, eh? 
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Latest acquisitions 

With Town’s relega�on from the English Premier League in May 2019 new items have been a 

lot harder to come by. However here’s a peek at what has recently arrived here at Pashby Hall. 

First of all, one of the more bizarre items that I will ever add to my collec�on final-

ly arrived at Pashby Hall in mid-April. I had been made aware of the fact that Coca 

Cola were running a “promo�on” which featured Premier League players but I did 

not know that Aaron Mooy was one of the few images used. It’s not easy to see on 

here - he is at the very far leA - but it’s most definitely him. Who would have 

thought that a Town player would ever appear on a na onal consumer item? 

You will also recall that in a previous newsle�er I said that I doubted that there 

would be any more HTAFC cards for the foreseeable future, yes? Well, that’s not 

quite the case… 

Somewhere at the start of the current season - so, 

probably around August/September 2018 - the club 

released a set of photocards of each and every first 

team player, the idea being that each would be hand-signed by the relevant 

individual. This didn’t happen and they ended up being pre-printed; you can 

see the example of the Sabiri card at right. I knew nothing about these cards 

and I am indebted to Lee Morris for aler�ng me to their existence. Unavailable 

in the club shop, these were only available by wri�ng to the club and including 

a SAE; a bit difficult if you don’t know about them in the first place! I can only 

presume that they must have been adver�sed in the programme as I saw 

nothing online. 

 

Also available is the Panini Adren-

alyn XL Road to UEFA Euro 2020 

set which included two cards fea-

turing Town’s Danish star Mathias 

“Zanka” Jørgensen. Card #039 

showed him on his own, whilst 

#UNL9 was a team photo of the 

Denmark side where he was 

standing at the back. Each card came in at around the £1.00 mark. 

 

 

And finally Aaron Mooy appeared in the Panini 

(USA) set Donruss Soccer. He was on card #DT10 

as part of the 1989 Donruss Tribute sub-sec�on 

and was available in the base, Silver, Blue, Gold 

and Purple varia�ons. I have the two lower ranked 

cards at £0.99 and £1.99 respec�vely. 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a2en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them. 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

A few unusual items surfaced on eBay this month but first I’ll deal with 

yet another uncommon HTAFC official book, a 1933 Souvenir Blo�er. 

Condi�on wasn’t brilliant with obvious tape marks holding it together 

throughout but it is nevertheless quite a rare item and was a complete 

example lacking only, as usual, the blo@ng paper from the centre. As 

with the ‘Coming Of Age’ blo�er from 1930, this booklet contains pho-

tographs and names of all of the teams or squads since Town’s incep-

�on in 1908; the last team photograph is that of season 1932-33. Bid-

ding started at £25.00 but it failed to sell and was re-listed at £20.00. 

The next item to crop 

up on eBay was an un-

cut sheet of six beer 

bo�le labels from 

Bentley & Shaw’s. This 

was highly unusual and bidding began at just £8.99, end-

ing at £12.49. 

A player contract - that 

of Alan Sweeney - also 

appeared in early April. 

Dated 1973, perhaps the 

most interes�ng part of 

this bundle was not the 

contract itself but the 

list of payments to be made if and when he would play for the team. At 

the �me - the 1973-74 season - the club was languishing in the old Third 

Division for the very first �me and Sweeney was going to be on a weekly 

wage of £23 with match bonuses �ed into wins, promo�on and general 

success. The club even had a wage-structure for the eventuality of reach-

ing the European Cup Final whereby a player would earn for £750 for 

such an appearance. You certainly couldn’t accuse the club of lacking in 

ambi�on! This item fetched £19.99, selling on the opening bid. 

 

And from the same seller came this cheque from Bir-

mingham City to HTAFC for £2629-1s-1d, dated 8th 

January 1971 which was used to pay the club the gate 

receipts for the FAC 3rd Round replay at St. Andrews, 

a game which Town won 2-0. Bidding for this item be-

gan at £4.99 and that’s also where it ended. 

 

 

And, finally, this rather rare bus advert from a 1960/61 

fixture appeared on eBay in late April and subsequently 

sold for £22.51 . How on earth did people at work get to 

a 6:00 kick-off back then? 
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I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present for you here one or 

more of the items that I would love to add to my collec�on. 

TOPPS (AMERICA) ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ - parallel cards 

In February 2018 Topps launched this set of cards in the USA. Many of them filtered down into the UK 

through collectors/sellers buying up cases of them and then moving on their spares. The ‘base’ set was 

made up of 150 cards – 7 Town cards – which then had ‘parallel’ sets with green, red and yellow flashes 

in increasing levels of difficulty to find. Beyond this was the ‘Terrace Hero’ sub-set of 20 cards (one per 

team), again with Limited Edi�on parallel cards where greens were xx/100, reds xx/25 and yellow 1/1; the 

‘Team Leader’ sub-set of 20 cards (one per team) with the same parallel cards; the ‘Premier Elite’ sub-set 

of 10 cards with similar parallel cards; the ‘Premier Gold Autograph’ sub-set of 20 cards and similar paral-

lel cards. Clearly this could be very expensive if your players featured across the lot – luckily for me, Town 

didn’t! But the fact that Town had seven base, a Terrace Hero and a Team Leader which repeated in each 

of the parallel sets meant that there were actually thirty-six Town cards out there to collect. I am actually 

on the lookout - at reasonable prices - for just five of them, the following cards: 

 

 

 

So, basically, you have to use your imagina�on with the three cards below, which are all ’base’ examples. 

The Kachunga card will have yellow diagonal flashes where it currently has white ones ; the Schindler card  

has green, red and yellow backgrounds and is numbered out of 100, 25 and 1/1; and finally the Smith 

card has yellow diagonal flashes and is numbered to of 1/1. Quite plainly, I don’t EVER expect to posses 

either of the Yellow cards, but the Green and Red Schindler cards ought to be do-able although the major 

restric�on will be my reluctance to pay the outrageous sums that will no doubt be demanded. The crazy 

prizes being asked for new cards such as these, with their ever increasing number of parallel versions, is 

one of the reasons that I am not too concerned about Town’s crash and burn out of the Premier League. 

Base card: Elias Kachunga Yellow 

Terrace Hero:  Christopher Schindler  Green, Red and Yellow 

Team Leader:  Tommy Smith Yellow 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle2er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

ANGLO CONFECTIONERY LTD. “Football Quiz” (1969) 

Having been pre�y much entrenched in the 1920s 

for this series so far, we’re coming a bit more up to 

date with this set of 84 footballers which was the 

very first set of football cards that I ever recall col-

lec�ng. Un�l that �me I had collected A&BC sets 

such as ‘Ba
le’, ‘Civil War News’, ‘Man From UN-

CLE’, ‘Batman’ and the like, but by 1969 I had been 

well and truly turned on to football. My first visit to 

Leeds Road had been in August 1968 and this set 

was eminently collectable as card #30 featured 

Town winger Colin Dobson, although he regre�a-

bly appeared in the hated all-blue top. The set cov-

ered a wide range of clubs and didn’t feature just the top division as is so painfully the case nowadays. It even fea-

tured a few ex-Town players - Wilson, Massie, Balderstone and Law (with his first name incorrectly spelled, as ev-

er). The back of every other card featured three quiz ques�ons the answers to which were printed on the following 

card. How well I remember the many swaps that I accumulated of WaZord’s Duncan Welbourne! 

As I said, there are 84 cards in the set and these days Murrays catalogue them at £1.50 each (£150 for a set) whilst 

FCCM have them 

priced at £1.25 each 

with the “more de-

sirable” ones at 

£2.00. 

You can view the 

en�re set at Nigel 

Mercer’s brilliant 

website 

Nigel's Webspace - 

Galleries of English 

and ScoGsh Foot-

ball Cards - 1965/66 

to 1979/80 

And while you're 

there please take 

�me to wallow in all 

of the cards on view 

from the many other 

sets of what was 

probably the best 

ever era for proper 

football cards. 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance 
to tell us about your very own ‘highlight’. Following on from Baz Warburton’s impressive 
pair of Bury medals comes...  

 

Graham Clark’s Huddersfield Town “1908 Loyalty Award” 

Regarding your request about collec�on highlights, I have a few, mostly pre-war items, in-

cluding several important programmes: I have two original FA Cup Finals,1930 and 1938; 

and three FA Cup semi-finals from 1928, 1938 and 1939. The 1928 semi-final programme 

against Sheffield United at Old Trafford was sold at auc�on just before the millennium for 

£1,600; I paid a measly £8.00 for it in 1974! 

I also have a Dainty Dinah toffee �n from the early 1920's with the words Play up Town on 

it, the same as the one which was featured in the End of an Era video*. But my favourite 

item in my collec�on is the award I received from the club itself at the end of the 2013-14 

season. It was an award which lasted for just two seasons and called the “1908 Loyalty 

Award”. Points were given to each supporter on Town's database who a�ended games 

both home and away and also you could claim added points from the programmes with 

codes printed in them. I was lucky enough to not miss a game home or away during that 

season. The following season the award was won by Mrs Maureen Procter but it was dis-

con�nued aAer that, so I am the owner of one of the only two of these awards in exist-

ence. 

Graham Clark received his 1908 Loyalty Award from then manager Mark Robins. 

 

 

*And also on my website - I have one too! (RP) 
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For Sale 

Items for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match A2ax 

Championship cards of Alex Smithies and Lee Novak. I also have 

two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A2ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I can also offer a few of the 

Match A2ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ card  and various other 

player cards. Other cards on offer include a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve Moun-

ié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, a 1998 Beau�ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter Doherty 

(thin card version), and a 1948 Kiddy’s Favourite card of the same player. In addi�on I also now have a 

spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. In addi�on I have a 

modern print of a 1922 FAC Final ‘ALL SPORTS’ magazine cover as well as a small selec�on of magazine 

pictures and fanzines. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle2er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the con-

verted. However, you might just be looking for something for that other 

Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up 

one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma2er how 

many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please 

get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


