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Another highlight from my collec�on... 

OFFICIAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE TEAMSHEET (CARBON) 

Once again, this must be an almost unique piece. A team sheet for the 1919 League fixture between Brad-

ford Park Avenue and Town, handwri�en by Arthur Fairclough, the Town Secretary-Manager. The stamp 

in the bo�om right corner indicates that the document was received at Football League HQ on 26th April, 

1919. This was the very last game of the season – and of Fairclough’s Town career – securing Town a final 

league posi�on of 2nd in the Midland Sec�on Supplementary Compe��on (West Yorkshire Group, Sec-

�on C). Phew – what a mouthful! The game ended in a 1-1 draw (Town’s goal courtesy of Frank Mann) in 

front of an es�mated 6000 fans. Town were represented by Sandy Mutch, James Wood, Fred Bullock, 

Harry Linley, James Baker, J. Howe, George Richardson, Charlie Slade, Ralph Shields, Thomas Ellio� and 

Frank Mann. The officials for the match were Mr G. W. Drewery, Mr P. B. Johnson and Mr T. Tomlinson. 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s�ckers have been published with Town being members of The Premier 

League but it should be noted that other items do occasionally crop up regardless of that. 

Here’s a peek at what has recently arrived here at Pashby Towers. 

I have finally managed to find a cheap autographed Zanka 

Jørgensen Topps Match A�ax Ul�mate card. This one came 

in at £9 although there was a couple of quid postage to pay. 

It would seem that the price/value of these is tumbling and 

perhaps I might also be able to soon locate a signed Mooy 

card and thus complete the ‘base’ set (but not, of course, all 

of the coloured ‘parallels’). 

On 13th December the new 

Topps/Merlin EPL 2019 s�ckers 

landed and what a disappoint-

ment they were. FiFeen s�ckers were allocated to each team of which only 

ten were players - not even a complete team! The remainder were a two-

part team photograph, a ‘shiny’ team badge, a ‘shiny’ star player, and finally 

a pair-s�cker of the home and away kits for the season. What compounded 

the misery for Town was that there was not one single Englishman - or even 

a Brit - on show in the line-up with both captain Tommy Smith and stand-in 

captain and ever-present Jonathan Hogg both omi�ed. Many years ago this 

was always a good set filled with stats and informa�on; now it’s just a joke. 

Right at the very end of December the once prolific JF Spor�ng Collec�bles 

company released a set of sixteen cards in the series ‘Huddersfield Town 

1952/53 Team Squad’ and very nice it is too. All black and white head and shoul-

ders photos - except for the team group itself - the players featured are those 

who propelled Town straight back up into the top flight at the first �me of ask-

ing aFer relega�on the previous season. Remarkably there were no fewer than 

SEVEN ever-presents within that group which explains why there are so few 

cards in the set. As well as providing some of the sta�s�cs on the back I also 

came up with many of the pictures; the Jimmy Watson card shown here is one 

such example. 

The postcard shown at 

leF arrived from eBay as a suspected modern 

reproduc�on and I really can’t disagree with 

that assump�on as it looks very clean and has a 

modern ‘feel’ to it in terms of texture. And so 

the hunt was on to iden�fy it… there are abso-

lutely no clues on the back other than the 

standard two halves, one for message and one 

for address. The first job was to iden�fy the 

players themselves, which took a few hours. 

Checking their career records followed and by 

the end of that exercise I had managed to pin it 

down to season 1935-36. Simple deduc�on 

based upon this set of players’ appearances together then narrowed it down to one of two games: Black-

burn (a) on 9th November 1935, or a fortnight later at WBA. And there the trail ends, I’m afraid! 
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The final arrival in December was the set of 

‘Chrome Premier League 2018/19’ from Topps. 

This featured five ‘base’ players from every club 

together with - in Town’s case - one ‘insert’ card 

and then the now usual plethora of harder to 

find ‘parallels’. Sharp-eyed Town fans and collec-

tors will no�ce that the Danny Williams 

‘refractor’ card shown here features him in last 

season’s kit; that’s because he has only played a 

few minutes this season as he seems to be made 

of glass and is permanently injured! 

Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a0en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them! 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

Two items piqued my curiosity on eBay 

late last month. The first to sell was the 

coin used by the referee to start the Town 

vs Fulham game in November. It was a 

medal produced by the Royal Bri�sh Legion 

to honour the dead of the Great War and 

sold for £138.98 and a second coin/medal, 

used in the West Ham, game sold for 

£150.00. Next up was a programme for 

Town’s Anglo-Italian Tournament game in 

Bologna in 1970 which sold for £44.02. 

There was an extraordinary medal up for 

grabs in late December/early January. 

James W. Wood’s 1918-19 West Riding 

Senior Cup medal (right) went under the 

eBay hammer on 2nd January with a 

star�ng price of £425.00 but did not sell 

and has now been re-listed. 

Also in early January one of the rare Don-

aldson cards of Vic Metcalfe (below leF) 

appeared and sold 

for just £10.50; I 

paid £100 for 

mine! The story 

behind this set of cards was that these high numbers were never officially released, 

hence their high value. 

Finally, a whole raF of rare Town souvenir programmes and books from the halcy-

on days of the 1920s appeared at Lockdales Auc�ons in January, together with a 

1910-11 postcard which shows all the squad in their Sunday best (this can be seen 

on my website in the 1910s ‘Team Photos’ sec�on). As I write they are s�ll availa-

ble and can be found by searching their catalogue for 26th January 2019. 
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I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present for you here one or 

more of the items that I would love to add to my collec�on. 

ANONYMOUS Huddersfield Atalanta Ladies Football Team postcard (1921) 

With the rise of the women’s game on the televi-

sion - especially with the advent of female ex-

pros commenta�ng on the men’s game - who 

would have thought that there was actually a 

Town ladies team way back at the beginning of 

the 20th century? Well there certainly was as can 

be seen from the postcard shown at right. This 

came up on eBay a few years ago but I was un-

fortunately outbid. I wasn’t desperate to win it; it 

just struck me as being quite unique but not 

quite essen�al. I have no idea who the player is 

because the back of the postcard simply has the 

standard spaces for stamp, address and message. 

A handwri�en pencil note on the back iden�fies 

it as “Huddersfield Atalanta Ladies AFC A 1921” 

and that’s it. What is also rather unusual is that 

the girl seems to be wearing an official HTAFC 

shirt, complete with borough crest as used for 

standard photographs of Town players at Tur-

ton’s of Birkby, perhaps a clue as to the origin of 

this postcard. 

The club seems to have been in existence be-

tween November 1920 and summer 1922 and 

completed more than a few fixtures. A short ar�-

cle in the Daily Mirror in 1921 bore the headline 

“New Rivals to Dick Kerr’s Eleven” and also men-

�oned the fact that they also fielded water polo 

and cricket sides. 

I also present here a photo-

graph of the squad outside 

their headquarters in Cowl-

ersley, a small district 2 miles 

west of Huddersfield, situated 

between Milnsbridge and 

Linthwaite. This photograph is 

not mine either and can be 

seen together with much more 

informa�on about the team, 

including fixture and results 

details, by visi�ng h0p://

www.donmouth.co.uk/

womens_football/ 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle0er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another … 

ROVER “Cricketers & Footballers” (1922-3) 

OFen mistaken for – and sold as – Pinnace or described as “Pinnace-type” by lazy sellers/traders simply 

because of the similarity in size, these small photographic cards are both plen�ful and “cheap as chips” 

un�l you come to collec�ng the ScoSsh varia�ons. Originally issued in small paper envelopes (which are 

more rare than hen’s teeth) these were given away two per issue beginning with the very first issue of 

August 1922 and ending with issue #47 in January of the following year. From issue #28 cards were issued 

as ‘pair’ cards but these subsequently turn up cut into ‘singles’; complete pairs are not rare, but are dis-

�nctly harder to find. In truth it’s actually very easy to differen�ate these from the similar Pinnace cards 

simply by looking for either a number on the front or the word ‘Pinnace’ on the back, neither of which are 

evident. In addi�on, these cards offer a brief biography whereas the other set simply adver�ses how to 

‘trade-up’ their issue. 

These cards are catalogued by Murray at £1.40 each, 70p by FCCM, but it’s not uncommon to find several 

in a small lot on eBay for just a few quid. The Scots cards, on the other hand as alluded to earlier, are far 

more difficult to find and will cost you significantly more; they are valued by FCCM at £10.00 per single 

card! There were 145 cards in all in this set although only 137 were footballers, the remaining eight being 

cricketers. 

I have included several pictures here of single cards together with one example of the back and also a 

‘pair’ card as issued. You can see an almost compete set on my website here: 

h0ps://1920sheaven.wordpress.com/cricketers-footballers/ 
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A highlight from YOUR collection… 
In what will probably only ever be an occasional series, I am now offering YOU the chance 
to tell us about your very own ‘highlight’. Bury fan and collector Baz Warburton sets the 
wheels in motion... 

JACK PLANT’S MEDALS 

During recent correspondence with Roger, I was asked, along with other recipients of his newsle�er), whether I 

might be interested in wri�ng about the one favourite item from my collec�on.  I hope I get away with this li�le bit 

of licence, as I am in fact wri�ng about my favourite two; I only wish it were three. 

Scanning down the league tables today, one would have to reach the basement level of the professional game in 

order to find the name of my beloved Bury FC. However, our on-field fortunes haven’t always been so lamentable, 

even if our off field ones con�nually are. 

We were founded in 1885 and played friendly matches for four seasons, before being integral in seSng up the Lan-

cashire League in 1889. Five successful seasons later and Bury were voted into the Football League’s 2nd Division, 

where the Shakers proved themselves worthy of their elevated status and won the division by an incredible 9 

points. Despite this runaway success, promo�on was not guaranteed and a winner-takes-all ‘Test Match’ - an early 

forerunner of the play offs - against the 1st Division’s bo�om team was required. Liverpool were duly despatched  

1-0 at Blackburn’s Ewood Park and the halcyon period in Shakers’ history began. 

Pub quizzers and football trivia fans amongst you will probably be able to answer the following ques�on:  “Which 

team holds the record winning score in an FA Cup final?” 1903 was truly a glorious year for the Shakers and their 

fans; in fact it s�ll is. It’s one of the few things we can rightly boast about. The end of the 1902/03 season saw the 

Shakers as the holders of the Manchester Cup (albeit jointly with Manchester City aFer a 2-2 draw in the final AET), 

the Lancashire Cup (then an important compe��on with a magnificent trophy) and, of course, the FA Cup.  Having 

won the compe��on three years previously with a 4-0 victory over Southampton, Bury went two be�er and once 

again liFed the trophy with a record 6-0 hammering of Derby County. 

A pivotal member of the team at that �me was Jack Plant. Jack signed for the Shakers in April 1890 from Bollington 

and played for the club un�l the 1906/07 season. He went on to play for England and collectors will probably be 

aware of the name as he features on many cards and items of memorabilia from that era. He made 350 appearanc-

es for the men from Gigg Lane and scored 66 goals, including one in that memorable final. 

A football memorabilia auc�on at Sotheby’s in 2001 had Lot 11 as two of Jack Plant’s medals - one from the afore-

men�oned 1903 Lancashire Cup final win over Everton and one from the following season’s 4-0 Manchester Cup 

triumph versus Man City (we won it properly this �me!) One of the goals, during the 84 minutes played, came from 

Jack and although the game was abandoned six minutes early due to bad light, the score was allowed to stand. 

Well, they weren’t going to come back from 4-0 down, were they? It was too good a chance to miss.  I had never 

bid at Sotheby's before and probably never will again, but happily, yours truly was the successful bidder, at a price 

somewhere between being low enough to be just about affordable and too high to tell the wife! 

Only dedicated collectors of memorabilia and fans truly loyal to their club will understand just how it feels to own 

such items - medals that were actually presented to, and held by, one of the all-�me greats of my club, at a �me 

when the Shakers were one of the country’s greatest. So I am the proud owner of medals from two of the three 

compe��ons won by the great Jack Plant – the two favourite items in my collec�on. If only I had that third medal... 

a Jack Plant FA Cup Winner’s medal from the 1903 final. If anyone out there has it, please contact Roger! 
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For Sale 

Items for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match A0ax 

Championship cards of Alex Smithies and Lee Novak. I also have 

two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A0ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I can also offer a few of the 

Match A0ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ card  and various other 

player cards. Other cards on offer include a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve Moun-

ié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, a 1998 Beau�ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter Doherty 

(thin card version), and a 1948 Kiddy’s Favourite card of the same player. In addi�on I also now have a 

spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. In addi�on I have a 

modern print of a 1922 FAC Final ‘ALL SPORTS’ magazine cover as well as a small selec�on of magazine 

pictures and fanzines. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle0er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the con-

verted. However, you might just be looking for something for that other 

Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up 

one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma0er how 

many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please 

get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


