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Another highlight from my collection 

LATE 1919 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

At the end of 1919, Town were in dire financial 

straits, a fact emphasised by this newspaper 

item featuring pictures of both players and offi-

cials. The text at the bo�om reads “Huddersfield 

Town have come prominently into the limelight 

over their proposed amalgama�on with Leeds. 

Some of the Huddersfield stalwarts are here giv-

en: – 1. Bullock, 2. Parton, 3. Richardson, 4. 

Shields, 5. Mann, 6. Slade, 7. Reid, 8. Baker, 9. 

Mutch and 10. Linley”. 

Having been formed as late as 1908 the Associa-

�on Football Club was struggling to a�ract any 

real interest from a local populace which was 

predominantly a rugby stronghold and the Di-

rectors were so concerned that on 8th Novem-

ber 1919 the local paper ran the headline 

“TOWN CLUB DEAD: Amalgama�on to take 

place with Leeds United” with the club being 

transferred “lock, stock and barrel” to the new 

Leeds club to be set up in the New Year, Leeds 

City having been dissolved due to financial irreg-

ulari�es. On the 25th November an appeal was 

out to raise a cash injec�on of £25,000 to “carry 

on the game” and club Captain Fred Bullock took 

to the streets and the public houses to appeal to fans to show up in numbers and to donate to the cause 

in order to save the club from this dreadful fate. By 20th December the Receivers were “put in on behalf 

of the debenture holders”. Then, on January 20th 1920, the local paper ran the banner headline “TOWN 

CLUB STILL ALIVE” with a sharp rise in a�endances and thereby income. The climb to safety was on! 

In fact, so successful was the team in the wake of the crisis that record a�endances were set as the team 

lost only one league game a;er December 6th and promo�on to the First Division was a�ained, together 

with a place in the 1920 FAC Final against the mighty Aston Villa! 

Newsletter #38: December 2018 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s�ckers have been published with Town being members of The Premier 

League but it should be noted that other items do occasionally crop up regardless of that. 

Here’s a peek at what has recently arrived here at Pashby Towers. 

I won’t waste much �me at all on the first item here. As you will 

know, for a long �me now I have been trying to get hold of a 1926 

Gem ‘Footer Puzzle’; well, I finally got one when Paul Briers decided 

that he no longer needed his. Thanks again, Paul! 

Moving swi;ly onwards, we come 

to not one, but THREE postal First 

Day Covers from the ubiquitous 

Dawn Covers company which I had 

never even seen before. These fea-

ture Town’s 2012 Play-Off Final win 

against Sheffield United, the 2017 

Play-Off Final win over Reading which 

guaranteed Premier League football 

for the first �me and also one to cele-

brate their stunning opening day 3-0 

win at Crystal Palace. I know that 

there is also one for the 2011 Play-Off 

Final against Peterborough but I’m 

reluctant to pay £5.99 for it. 

Next up are 

three unusual 

c1949 ‘Film 

S�ps’ by Fowden 

Film & Op�cal 

Service. The 

spelling is cor-

rect; there is no 

‘R’ in the name. 

These came ei-

ther in strips 

(2/6d) or as 

packets of six 

individual 

frames (6d). As 

you can see, 

they are not 

nega�ves and 

were designed to be enjoyed using a ‘vuwer’ (sic). 

The three shown here came from three of the five 

packets depic�ng ‘Cup-Tie Thrills’ of games in the 

1948-49 FA Cup compe��on and their value is un-

known although I would rate them myself at around 

a tenner each. 
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And… a second page of New Arrivals! Yes, this month has been rather busy so it merits an extra page. 

Town’s first away victory of the 2018-19 campaign at Wolves on 

Sunday 26th November saw them rewarded with a debut in the 

new set of Topps Now cards. Card 42 en�tled ‘Magic at 

Molineux’ shows Aaron Mooy celebra�ng his first goal in the 2-0 

win. This card was only available 

for 24 hours and had a print run of 

only 74. 

That same win was also the catalyst 

for Town’s first appearance in a 

brand new set of Topps Match 

ABax On Demand cards, Mooy predictably being the featured player on card 

OD65. These cards are basically the same as the standard Match ABax cards 

for the season except that they have a tag-line - in this case “Match-winning 

midfielder!” - and are only available for two to three weeks. 

As you might be 

aware, I don’t real-

ly collect pro-

grammes; the only ones that I do aim for are 

‘special’ ones to mark specific occasions and 

also I try to find ONE home programme for eve-

ry season. This is nowhere near as easy as you 

might think, as Town ‘homes’ before WW2 are 

incredibly hard - and expensive!! - to find, so 

you can imagine my delight when I snagged 

these two from eBay for just £30 each. They’re 

not perfect - scores wri�en inside - but at that 

price I decided that I would simply have to take the plunge. As you can see, the first is from 1930-31 

whilst the second (undated) programme is from season 1933-34. 

MAGAZINE POSTERS/ARTICLES 

I am grateful to Mike McIntyre who has 

supplied me with a 

number of posters 

about which I was un-

aware during the past 

month. Included are 

posters of Kongolo, 

Depoitre, Schindler 

and - finally - some 

recogni�on for Jonny 

Hogg’s efforts, all of 

which can be seen in 

greater detail on my 

website. 
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Auction Watch 

Some�mes I no�ce some really interes�ng auc�on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a2en�on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s�ll have �me to bid on them! 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some�mes as high as 20%! 

A �dy collec�on of Town badges went under 

the hammer on eBay in late November 2018. 

Final price was £70.12, a value no doubt 

buoyed by the presence of a Moscow Branch 

and early English Supporters’ Club badges. Al-

so on eBay was Darren Herbert’s Panini Select 

Soccer card of Aaron Mooy, a unique ‘Black’ 

1/1 card that fetched an astonishing £175.00 

which I personally think is crazy for a modern 

card. But who am I to say? A second collec�on 

of badges from the same seller reached £34.00. 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present for you here one or 

more of the items that I would love to add to my collec�on. 

ANONYMOUS 1922 FAC Final Dinner paper servie2e (1922) 

These would have been laid out on the tables at the post-match dinner/banquet in the plush London Ho-

tel and are incredibly rare, simply because they would have been used and thrown away. Frustra�ngly I 

was offered this privately many years ago but my offers didn’t match what the owner was looking for. I 

believe it was a lady who came across it in a drawer and she wanted as much as possible but was unwill-

ing to set a precise amount for me to match. In the end I think that it went to auc�on, although I don’t 

recall seeing it sell. I really doubt that I will ever see another. 



 

h�ps://huddersfieldtowncollec�on.wordpress.com/                    5 

Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle2er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

PALS “Famous Footballers Fine Art Supplements” (1922-3) 

Another small set of cards with only eight in total for you to find, each approximately 68mm x 41mm, 

these will set you back around £8.00 each. According to Alan Jenkins this set is the last of the football-

related card sets issued by Pals (E. Hulton & Co. Ltd.) magazine to be check-

listed, even though it was the first to be issued, beginning in 1922. The cards 

are unnumbered and are listed here in alphabe�cal order. Details of which is-

sues the cards were included with are as yet unknown, although it’s possible 

that they were included with the first eight issues of Pals magazine, a short-

lived periodical that was eventually incorporated into Boys’ Magazine in 1923. 

I currently only have ‘back’ images for the one card - Villa’s Frank Moss - so if 

you can help me out with scans then please do. 

Featured players are: A. Archibald (Glasgow Rangers); A. Grimsdell (To�enham 

Hotspur); Jack Harrow (Chelsea); D.W. Mercer (Sheffield United); Frank Moss 

(Aston Villa); Joseph Smith (West Bromwich Albion); Alec Troup (Dundee) - is-

sue #16, dated 22nd January, 1923; and ‘Andy’ Wilson (Middlesbrough). 
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Recommended read 

 ‘PRICELESS - THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY’ Rodney Marsh (2002) 

This is another one of those books which I remember enjoying and 

then lending out to a friend who never returned it. Why do they 

do that? And what becomes of the books? Do they end up on eBay 

or in charity shops? Anyway… whilst I am clearly in a posi�on to 

recommend the book knowing that I did indeed enjoy it, it’s hard-

er to remember specifics. I certainly do recall that it includes the 

o;-quoted incident when England manager Alf Ramsey told him, 

"If you don't work harder I'll pull you off at half-�me," to which 

Marsh replied, "Crikey, Alf, at Manchester City all we get is an or-

ange and a cup of tea." Marsh was never picked again and his total 

of England caps was forever stuck on nine. 

My copy was the 320 page hardback and I have to admit that it 

was an easy read and is described on Amazon thus: “Packed with 

anecdotes and stories from his successful spell in the States, this 

autobiography of football maverick Rodney Marsh charts his tough 

and violent upbringing in the East End and the emergence of his 

football career at fashionable Fulham, playing alongside the leg-

endary Johnny Haynes. AGer a spell at QPR he moved to Manches-

ter City where he became a cult hero among the fans who loved his 

outrageous skills. It was also the period in which he first grew close 

to George Best. He is now well known for his appearances as a reg-

ular television sports pundit.” The TV sports pundit reference is 

now a bit passé as he vanished from the screens of Sky Sports in 

January 2005 when he was sacked for making a tasteless remark about Asian tsunami disaster. In truth, the joke 

was totally in keeping with his character and was intended as a harmless pun on the Newcastle supporters - the 

Toon Army - but with PC on the rise, he was one of the early more high profile spor�ng vic�ms. Marsh went on to 

work in radio at Sirius Satellite Radio in North America where he covers the English Premier League for Americans. 

Enough about the man; here is a couple of polarised customer reviews from Amazon: 

“I hold 1970's icons like Rodney Marsh, Frank Worthington, Stan Bowles, Tony Currie ,Charlie George et al in the 

highest regard; they're footballing demigods to me. You see, they just don't make footballers in that mould any-

more. These players were free spirited and an�-authoritarian , happy to work under managers who let them ex-

press themselves as they chose , but quick to jump ship when the stern,restric�ve hand of managerial discipline was 

imposed. Feckless, capricious and egocentric perhaps, but they were all footballing geniuses capable of the most 

outrageous and sublime acts of skill which lit up football grounds throughout the halcyon days of the 1970's. Rod-

ney Marsh's book "Priceless" tells his tale and he comes across as a likeable bloke; warm, honest, irrepressably 

cheerful, hard working and sharp wiBed. His nega�ve traits appear to be his short temper, bluntness and a tenden-

cy toward tactlessness. I admired his openness about his difficult rela�onship with his father, his posi�ve reac�on to 

various failures in his career and his willingness to accept with good grace the consequences of expressing his opin-

ions excessively frankly. There were some funny laugh-out-loud anecdotes , such as a remarkable England career-

termina�ng aside to Sir Alf Ramsay and a par�cularly frank Manchester City career-ending dialogue with Tony 

Book. However there weren't as many as I thought there would be, certainly compared to Frank Worthington's au-

tobiography for example. Perhaps that was because Rodney wasn't a big bird chaser and heavy boozer. A lot of the 

content of the book was a bit tame and bland and lacked ,well, some blunt, frank opinions which might have livened 

it up a bit. However it's well worth a read, especially if you're an admirer of the Great Footballing Mavericks of the 

1970's.” (***** L. Davidson) 

“As a player Rodney Marsh could never be described as boring, staid, or lacking in entertainment value. Unfortu-

nately the same could not be said of 'Priceless'. It offers liBle insight into either Rodney Marsh the person, or the 

soccer world of the 1960's & 1970's. From one of the most exci�ng players of his genera�on this is a genuine disap-

pointment. It compares very badly with some recent truly entertaining footballing biographies, such as that offered 

by Paulo Di Canio and Tony Cascarino. Sorry Rodney, you were a great player, a great entertainer, but 'Priceless' is 

simply Pointless!” (* Anonymous) 
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For Sale 

Items for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match A2ax 

Championship cards of Alex Smithies and Lee Novak. I also have 

two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A2ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I can also offer a few of the 

Match A2ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ card  and various other 

player cards. Other cards on offer include a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve Moun-

ié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, a 1998 Beau�ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter Doherty 

(thin card version), and a 1948 Kiddy’s Favourite card of the same player. In addi�on I also now have a 

spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. In addi�on I have a 

modern print of a 1922 FAC Final ‘ALL SPORTS’ magazine cover as well as a small selec�on of magazine 

pictures and fanzines. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle2er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the con-

verted. However, you might just be looking for something for that other 

Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can pick up 

one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma2er how 

many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please 

get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


