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Another highlight from my collection 

MANCHESTER EVENING CHRONICLE 1916 POSTCARD 

(Back, l-r) Connor, Ellio�, Baker, Low, Lindon, Wood, Norman (Trainer) 

(Front, l-r) Linley, Rodgerson, Hall, Hewi�, Mann. 

This is a hugely significant recent find. A very rare item indeed, this 

is the only photograph of a war�me Town line-up that I have ever 

seen (there seem to be none in any of the published official Town 

books or contemporary handbooks). There is an embossed stamp for the Manchester Evening Chron-

icle at the bo�om le', but other than that there is no other form of iden�fica�on; one presumes that 

it was published in that periodical around that �me. By scouring other photographs, line-ups of the 

�me, and contac�ng football historians John Ward and Paul Joannou  I have been able to establish 

that this line-up was the one which drew 0-0 with Barnsley at Leeds Road on 23rd September 1916. It 

should be noted that three of the players were “gues$ng” for Town and not officially on our books: 

Wilf Low was with Newcastle United but represented many Yorkshire sides during World War 1; goal 

ace Tommy Hall was also a�ached to Newcastle; Charles Hewi� was on the books at Crystal Palace 

before moving up to Hartlepools upon the cessa�on of hos�li�es. 

As well as featuring players who have never otherwise appeared in Town colours, it also confirms 

that the kit for this season was that of narrow blue and white stripes with a central blue stripe and a 

blue rounded neck. With all of this in mind, the postcard was a real bargain and cost me only £22 

(excluding auc�on fees) at a Spor ngold Auc on in September 2018. 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s ckers have been published with Town being members of The Premier 

League but it should be noted that other items do occasionally crop up regardless of that. 

Here’s a peek at what has recently arrived here at Pashby Towers. 

Right, I need to get this one off my chest first; the new Topps Match 

A�ax cards for the 2018/19 season are in and I have them all, courtesy 

of eBay. There are 18 ‘base’ cards for every team then Town have six 

other ‘premium’ cards, and I include here the Zanka ‘Man of the 

Match’ but, as you might no�ce, Topps could not spell his surname of 

Jørgensen correctly, even though they did get it right on the ‘base’ 

card. Things like this really annoy me - they wouldn’t make such a 

schoolboy error if it was one of the “Big Six” team players. Grrrrr! 

Next up is a ‘one-off’ Remembrance 

poppy badge. Although it was sold 

by the official club shop in the run 

up to November 11th these were 

actually produced by the Royal 

Bri�sh Legion. In truth it’s not really 

a ‘one-off’ as they do one each year 

with a different date, but I missed 

last year’s so it was nice to be able to snag one for  this 

year. 

Finally I was at a card fair just outside NoHngham a week 

or so ago and came across this beau�ful example from the 

1922  Sport & Adventure set of ’Our Gallery of Famous 

Footballers’ in 1922, and I couldn’t resist it at a tenner. 

Complete strips of three cards are really quite rare. 

 And that’s about it! I have no more cards, s�ckers or important 

items of memorabilia which are new. I have a copy of the book 

‘The Beau$ful Badge’ which you can read about elsewhere in 

this newsle�er, but  that is the extent of my acquisi�ons. I am 

expec�ng the new Panini Premier League s�ckers collec�on to 

hit the shops in the very near future; unlike last season, I will not 

be hun�ng down the en�re collec�on which I did simply to mark 

Town’s debut in the EPL. This season I will only be a'er the 

HTAFC s�ckers of which there will probably be about eighteen. 

MAGAZINE POSTERS/ARTICLES 

Once again, only the one poster of Town players has surfaced, reinforcing 

my theory that the media ‘love-in’ with HTAFC is well and truly over. Adama 

Diakhaby, a player who has yet to even complete one game and is now 

struggling for any game �me at all, is the lucky player. Of greater importance 

this �me was my iden�fica�on of a long-held b&w magazine item of Jimmy 

Nicholson; I knew that it was from GOAL c1968 but it turns out that it was 

one the series of cut-out-and-keep ‘Meet The Captains’. My original had the 

�tling text at the top cut off which hadn’t aided iden�fica�on! 
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Auction Watch 

Some mes I no ce some really interes ng auc on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a9en on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s ll have  me to bid on them! 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to pay on them, some mes as high as 20%! 

Only a couple of items of interest this �me. The first was this 1955-

56 foldout fixtures card (le') which went on eBay for £13.01 in late 

September 2018. I was going to bid but once the asking price went 

beyond a fiver I decided to opt out. I suppose that the hammer 

price wasn't too bad, but I considered it to be not hugely important 

for my collec�on. Then in early October this joke ‘In Memoriam’ 

card (right) was also sold on eBay. With a star�ng price of £19.00 

this very rare probably 1910s-1920s card had a hammer price of  

just over £32.00. 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present for you here one of the 

items that I would love to add to my collec on. 

LIAM DEVLIN & SONS LTD. “Famous Footballers (Series A.3)” (1955) 

I know that these cards do indeed exist as they are 

catalogued, but here I present two more “mocked-

up” cards based upon ones that I already own. 

You would think that being cards from the 1950s 

that they would be fairly easy to collect but thus 

far I found these cards to be highly elusive. I do 

have an officially trimmed version of the Stan-

iforth card which I bought some years ago but 

that’s as good as it gets I'm afraid. 

Keen collectors will recognise this Irish set as be-

ing almost iden�cal to the Barra� issue of the 

same year, the only difference being the block at 

the bo�om which iden�fies the series as being a 

Devlin release rather than the more common Eng-

lish Barra� version. The 1954 A.2 series featured 

only one Town player, Ron Staniforth, and I al-

ready have both versions of that card, but the se-

ries in ques�on here, the 1955 A.3 set, has two 

Town representa�ves, Staniforth and Jim Glaz-

zard. If you are wondering about the trimmed var-

ia�on, that’s because the edges officially cut so 

that they would fit into smaller packets of sweet 

cigare�es. You can expect to pay around £5 or 

even less for the standard Barra� cards in this se-

ries, but even a trimmed card will usually cost a 

minimum of about £15 nowadays, emphasising their rarity value. Every fair that I go to I’m on the lookout 

for these cards but they never seem to be there; if you ever manage to pick up either of the two cards 

above and/or a trimmed Glazzard, please get in touch. 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle9er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

“THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY” ’Footballers’ (1922) 
 

This very common set of cards can be picked up rela�vely 

cheaply as individual cards, but as yet I have been unable to 

find images of every card for my 1920s Heaven website. Yet 

another set of cards issued in pairs which are extremely difficult 

to find as such these days, they are far more usually bought and 

sold as ‘singles’. Complete pairs will set you back about £4 

whilst cut-down single cards can generally be had for around a 

pound each. 

The backs of the cards provide an interes�ng li�le story as they 

seem to chop and change around across the fi'een cards. Cards 

1 to 14 certainly have the numbering on the back le' to right 

(as shown on the card below right), but by cards 17 and 18 the 

numbering is right to le'. Card 25 and 26 is back to le' to right, 

but 27 and 28 are right to le'! Also, the first eight cards have 

the informa�on on the back in one large frame but from card 

17/18 the player informa�on switches to become contained 

within two separate frames, one per player. The name of the 

publica�on also appears in each of these small frames which 

makes it quite clear that the publishers knew fine well that boys 

were cuHng these cards up and so were determined to ensure 

that the publica�on details would be complete on each card! 

Finally, Huddersfield Town were first-�me winners of the FA 

Cup in April 1922, exactly one week prior to publica�on of the 

first pair card, and a feat recognised by the inclusion of three of 

their players although, strangely enough, Colin McKay of card 

#2 was not a member of the team which played that day. Bi-

zarrely, losing finalists Preston North End have four of their 

players included; perhaps the publishers had expected them to 

win and the set had been prepared some �me previously? 
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Recommended read 

 ‘THE BEAUTIFUL BADGE’ by Martyn Routledge & Elspeth Wills 
(2018) 

It’s not very o'en that I can wholeheartedly 

recommend a book with absolutely no reser-

va�on whatsoever but this newly-published 

work of art falls fairly and squarely into pre-

cisely that category. Sub�tled “The Stories Be-

hind the Football Club Badge” that’s exactly 

what you get here - 224 pages jam-packed 

with superb photographs and computer 

graphics of many of the most iconic football 

badges that you could ever imagine covering 

almost every team in Bri�sh football, down to 

some non-league clubs and, as in other similar 

books, even Roy Race’s Melchester Rovers 

warrants a men�on. 

The book is split into twelve chapters or sec-

�ons covering such aspects as the influence of 

county or borough coats of arms; the use of 

animals on badges; nicknames and flora and 

fauna; the words used on badges; why clubs 

change their badges and the fans’ reac�ons to 

these changes; one-off badges; fan - and even 

player! - ta�oos; and a miscellany of badge 

tales with quizzes featuring local landmarks 

which make an appearance on some badges 

and another on the 1970s craze of using just 

the club ini�als on the shirt. One of the best 

chapters is the one which discusses the occasions when badges have been designed by Joe Public and the 

prizes that they won for their efforts, which in many cases were laughable. Finally there’s a whole chapter 

devoted to the West Ham badge and its history as the club evolved from the Thames Iron Works at the 

end of the 19th century. 

There’s not a page that won’t have something on it for you, no ma�er which team you might support. 

There is, inevitably, an element of repe��on as the same badge appears on more than one occasion and 

even one or two textual references reappear but this certainly doesn’t detract from what is a very worth-

while source. Perhaps my only gripe is with the colour of the text; it seems to be a sort of a silvery grey 

which is fine when used with the general overall text, but I found it very, very hard indeed to read when 

used for the �ny cap�ons to some of the hundreds of illustra�ons. But maybe that’s just my old eyes…  

It’s also not without the odd typo and clanger - Cardiff fans will no doubt be alarmed to read that Malay-

sian owner Vincent Tan "would invest £100m provided the home kit changed from red to blue”; Bradford 

City fans will be disappointed to see a Park Avenue badge lumped along with several examples of their 

own badge to show its development; and two Boys’ Magazine ‘Football Footer Clubs’ cards of 1926-27 

are incorrectly described as Baines shields card. But I'm being really picky here and I don’t believe that 

the book really deserves to be taken to task for that - let’s simply accentuate the overwhelming posi�ves. 

With an RRP of £25 it’s certainly not cheap and the best you'll find right now (October 2018) is £17 from 

Amazon with free p&p, and similar offers on eBay, but whatever you might end up paying it’s definitely 

well worth the outlay. Go on - buy one; you know that you want to... 
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For Sale 

Cards for sale 

now include 

two auto-

graphed 2012

-13 Match 

A9ax Cham-

pionship 

cards of Alex Smithies and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017

-18 Premier League Match A9ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I 

can also offer a few of the Match A9ax Extra cards from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ 

card  and various player cards. Other cards on offer include a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ 

card of Steve Mounié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, a 1998 Beau ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card 

of Peter Doherty (thin card version), and a 1948 Kiddy’s Favourite card of the same player. In addi�on I 

also now have a spare of the 1922 Boys Magazine “FA Cup Final Teams: Grand Art Plates” for sale. 

STOP PRESS: I have also added a small selec�on of magazine pictures & 

fanzines to my items for sale. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle�er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the 

converted. However, you might just be looking for something for that oth-

er Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can 

pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no 

ma�er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my web-

site. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men on this sec on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the  me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please 

get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


