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Another highlight from my collection 

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN SHARE CERTIFICATE 1920 

This Huddersfield Town Share Cer�ficate is dated 4th November 1920 

and signed by Directors Fred Mitchell and Joseph Barlow, together with Secretary-Manager Ambrose 

Langley. The significance of it is that exactly one year previously Town’s finances had been in a most par-

lous state – saved only by the issue of thousands of shares such as this one – as the club successfully man-

aged to stave off the threat of closure and immediate transfer to Leeds, lock, stock and barrel. Originally I 

had thought that this was one of those more sought-a7er shares but I now believe that it is one of the 

later issues. 

Since its forma�on in 1908 the club had always fought against the appeal of rugby in the town and also 

the pulling power of the bigger local football clubs of Sheffield and Manchester. By late 1919 a crisis point 

had been reached whereby major directors and staff headed by Mr Hilton Crowther had decided that 

there was no future for HTAFC and proposed to move the club to nearby Leeds where the Leeds City foot-

ball club had just closed down due to financial irregulari�es. Local newspaper placards screamed the 

headline “TOWN CLUB DEAD!” and to all intents and purposes that was that. But the players - headed by 

club captain Fred Bullock - took to the streets and pubs to whip up some support from the local populace 

and, together with the share issue, sufficient funds were collected to see the club through to the season’s 

end. And what an end it was - promo�on to the top division and an appearance in the FA Cup Final! 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s&ckers have been published with Town being members of The Premier 

League but it should be noted that other items do occasionally crop up regardless of that. 

Here’s a peek at what has recently arrived here at Pashby Towers. 

The team tabs have arrived! I know that a lot of you aren’t bothered 

by this and they’re hardly rare or hard to get each summer, but you 

just try finding ones from decades ago and you’ll be into BIG money 

and also seriously-difficult-to-find territory! Town’s con�nued exist-

ence in the Premier League has guaranteed them one of the twenty 

‘scarves’ in Match of the Day magazine and also a tab in KICK! mag-

azine (which only does League Ladders for the top division). This 

could well change next summer… 

Next up is another of the Topps ‘Premier 

League Gold’ cards which have proved so 

hard to find. You will probably recall that 

they take the form of seven ‘base’ cards and then coloured varia�ons  of these, 

ranging from green (the easiest to find) to yellow (quite rare). I managed to find 

a seller on eBay who had two of these cards but the joy in my success was tem-

pered with frustra�on as, having paid my cash, the dealer was then kicked off 

that auc�on site. The ‘red’ card of Kachunga arrived but the ‘yellow ‘of Jørgen-

sen failed to materialise despite regular contact and assurances from the seller 

that it had been posted, leaving me with no op�on but to claim a refund which 

has duly been paid out, but the search for that par�cular card now goes on. 

And finally this �me, a very very rare unused paper s�cker from the Chilean Leria Quemada 

Laya (L.Q.L.) series for the 1962 World Cup in that country which shows Town’s England full

-back, Ray Wilson. Unusually he is given his full “Sunday name” of Ramon Wilson (he was 

named a7er 1920s-30s film star Ramon Novarro). I am fortunate that Carl Wilkes - who 

runs the RareCards.co.uk website - now contacts me whenever he has any unusual or rare 

cards featuring Town players. They're never cheap but if you want the more obscure items 

then that’s what you have to pay and Carl’s site will almost certainly have some rari�es for 

YOUR club. 

The next newsle�er will probably include the new Topps ‘Match A@ax’ cards as they are due within a 

week or so. Again, this could well be the last season that Town will make an appearance, as things are 

not going too well for us on the pitch at the moment. 

MAGAZINE POSTERS/ARTICLES 

Only two posters, both from Match of the Day Magazine, 

have surfaced since the last issue of my newsle�er. The first 

features January signing  - but current outcast! - Alex 

Pritchard, whilst the second is of Dutch interna�onal Terence 

Kongolo who signed permanently from Monaco in summer 

having been on loan at HTAFC since January. 

The novelty of Town seems to have worn off so I am expec�ng 

the number of posters etc. to tail off as the season gets going. 
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Auction Watch 

Some&mes I no&ce some really interes&ng auc&on items related to Town and I bring them to 

your a?en&on here; occasionally you might be lucky enough to s&ll have &me to bid on them! 

Beware, though, as there will be Buyer’s Premiums to 

pay on them, some&mes as high as 20%! 

Once again, there’s not a lot to report. Len Bu�s boots and 

bag are s�ll there, as is the survey of Leeds Road and the 

1920 Wembley Steward’s badge. The only new item of inter-

est is this 1916 team postcard that was offered by 

Spor&ngold Auc&ons on 7th September. Embossed “Evening 

Chronicle, Manchester”, I won this for £22.00 + auc�on costs. 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present for you here one of the 

items that I would love to add to my collec&on. 

CRESCENT CONFECTIONERY LTD. “Footballers” (1923) 

In my collec�on I have three cards from this set, all Town players, but there is one 

which remains elusive. Of the 101 cards known in this unnumbered set the one of 

Town’s Willie Watson is the one that is as yet out of reach. I've visited fairs and con-

sulted catalogues and on-line auc�ons but as yet not a sign of the card. I haven’t even 

seen one anywhere before, so I have absolutely no idea what it looks like; I am simply 

going by the list that can be found online on both Alan Jenkins’ website and my own 

1920s Heaven site which both have him towards the end of an alphabe�cal list of 

known players. 

So what does it look like? I have no idea, but my guess that it would be a close match 

of the PINNACE image, so this could be a fair representa�on of what I’m looking for… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… but this would be pure conjecture on my part. The image used on the PINNACE card 

is actually much bigger and longer, featuring head all the way down almost to the 

waist, but I’ve cropped it here so that it matches the style of the other Crescent cards, 

i.e. just head and shoulders. 

If you ever come across one of these anywhere, please let me know. I’m aware that 

they aren’t cheap, but then what is today? 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle?er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

“ADVENTURE” AND “VANGUARD” ’Football Photos’ (1925) 
 

This set of cards was issued concurrently by two hugely 

popular boys’ papers from the DC Thomson stable and 

now they are now becoming more and more difficult to 

track down. I have the two Huddersfield Town cards of 

Alex Jackson (pictured) and JJ Williams but finding pic-

tures of the other cards for my 1920s Heaven website is 

proving quite a task. I have been helped out by Baz 

Warburton, Mike McIntyre and Alan Jenkins who have 

supplied the cards here of Bradshaw, Kelly and Davies 

respec�vely but beyond that I have been struggling to 

find images either on eBay or just generally floa�ng 

around the internet. 

 

Five of these cards were issued across the papers every 

week over a period of eight weeks, but no one card ev-

er appeared in the other paper which would have made 

it very difficult to collect all 40 cards in the set. The 

2014/15 copy of Murrays ‘Cigare@e Card Values’ that I 

have values these at £6.50 per card whilst Garry 

Daynes’ ‘Football Card Collector Magazine (FCCM)’ 

places a higher premium on them at £8.00 and adds the 

comment that they are far more scarce than usual cata-

logue prices suggest; based upon my difficulty in finding 

images to show on my website I would tend to agree 

with this. The fact that they are photographic cards ra-

ther than simply printed ones also means that they do 

tend to ‘curl’ a li�le, evidence of which can clearly be 

seen from some of the pictures on my 1920s website. 

Sheffield United seem to ‘top score’ in this set with 

three players, a fact which probably reflects their FA 

Cup win over Cardiff City in the previous April. Inter-

es�ngly, Jackson is shown here in his Aberdeen kit of 

gold and black stripes; he had only recently joined 

HTAFC for the commencement of the 1925-26 season 

and he appeared in the first batch of cards issued on 

25th September of that year. 
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Recommended read 

 ‘JELLEYMAN’S THROWN A WOBBLY’ by Jeff Stelling (2010) 

I must confess that any light that I cast upon this book will be a 

very dim one because I lent it to a colleague several years ago 

and he never returned it, so I am working from memory. I do, 

however, recall really enjoying it, hence my enthusiasm to see it 

lent out and enjoyed by a fellow footy fan. I am a keen fan of 

Stelling; I like his style and his dreadful puns, the �tle of the 

book being one good example. But I’ll let Roger TiWord of When 

Saturday Comes website do my job as, unlike myself, he obvi-

ously had a copy on hand to review... 

“Jeff Stelling has drawn from the well of his own commentary 

for a �tle. In his case he confesses the pun on the Mansfield de-

fender’s name was many months premeditated and this tells 

you all you need to know about his (or hopefully his ghost’s) 

style. But the truth is that Jeff is among my very favourite foot-

ball broadcasters. He has created in Soccer Saturday the only 

programme where I prefer the Sky offering to the BBC and he 

has used it as a plaForm to half-escape the backwater of satel-

lite TV for Channel 4’s Countdown.  

Soccer Saturday is rightly the hero of the first third of Jelleyman. 

I’m stunned that he is surprised at the success of a programme 

that is no more than the excited, con�nuous upda�ng of football scores. It’s something I’d wanted from 

about the age of 11 – forget Eddie Waring and the 4.30 from U@oxeter, just leave the Grandstand camera 

on the teleprinter (as it was then) all aKernoon. 

On air Stelling comes across as a sta@o savant, one of those people who gives the impression of effortless-

ly recalling Cowdenbeath’s goal difference as though it were the most natural thing in the world. Sadly he 

reveals he swots it all up in a motorway service sta�on on the M3 every Friday morning. He gives the 

game away completely in a pas�che of a Shoot! interview when claiming his favourite books are the Roth-

mans from 1961 onwards. As any sta@o would know the series did not start un�l 1970 and changed its 

branding to Sky Sports in 2003.  

The second third of Jelleyman is devoted to all the “characters” on the Soccer Saturday panel who I’ve al-

ways considered fairly run-of-the-mill ex-pros (Nicholas, Merson, Le Tissier etc). Stelling sees these guys as 

the real heroes of the programme but for me it’s the informa�on I want. I watch Soccer Saturday but sim-

ultaneously I listen to local radio commentary and follow match threads online. Phil Thompson may be 

waving his arms around but who’s that bothered about listening to the minu�ae of what’s happening at 

the Reebok or wherever? Anyway, do rest assured the panel are all great lads who enjoy lots of bets, ban-

ter and lager. 

The final part alights on Jeff’s career as he stumbles light-heartedly from Radio Tees through the disasters 

of TV-am, BSB and Eurosport to the na�onal ins�tu�on of Countdown. There’s a long back-story to his rise 

and it’s very interes�ng too compared with the unexcep�onal froth in the middle of Jelleyman. Fast-

paced, laddish and wri@en to amuse (you can tell from the prolific use of the comic sans typeface) this is 

the story of a happy man doing a great job very well. “ 

For what it’s worth, one of Stelling’s puns that I do vividly recall with great joy was when the Frenchman 

Ludovic Pollet was sent off very early whilst playing for Wolves; Stelling’s comment was that he had obvi-

ously gone off to put the half-�me ke�le on. Unlike Stelling himself did, I won’t insult you by explaining 

it... 
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For Sale 

Currently I have several cards, a calendar and a few 

fixture cards from recent years which I know that 

many of you out there collect; they're not really all 

that rare, but you just try finding one nowadays! 

Cards for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 

Match A?ax Championship cards of Alex Smithies 

and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017-18 Prem-

ier League Match A?ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and I can also offer a few of the Match A?ax Extra cards 

from that season, including an unused Depoitre ‘live’ card  and various player cards. Other cards on offer 

include a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve Mounié, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor 

Cherry, a 1998 Beau&ful Game ‘Football Greats’ card of Peter Doherty (thin card version), and a 1948 

Kiddy’s Favourite card of the same player. 

STOP PRESS: I have also added a small selec�on of magazine pictures & fanzines to my items for sale. 

 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my 

book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this 

newsle�er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly preaching to the 

converted. However, you might just be looking for something for that oth-

er Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you can 

pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no 

ma�er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my web-

site. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men&on this sec&on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the &me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please 

get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


