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Another highlight from my collection 

JOHN BAINES GOLD MEDAL FOOTBALL CARD, c1919 

This item should probably be in amongst my ‘Latest Acquisions’ be-

cause that’s exactly what it is, but I feel that it is of such importance that 

it is worthy of  taking centre stage here. It was Carl Wilkes of Rare-

Cards.co.uk who �pped me off as to there being a card of ‘SCARLET 

RUNNERS’ and Alan Jenkins who found one on eBay, but then the soul-

searching began… 

Town went under that nickname during the 1908-09 season, their first 

as a football club when they competed in the North Eastern League. 

The epithet was a reference to the red shirts that they wore that year 

as can be seen in this, one of the very first team photographs ever 

taken. The presence of Charles Flowi� iden�fies this as the team for 

the first ever home league game, a 2-0 win against Workington on 

12th September 1908 and they are wearing red shirts and white 

“knickers”. Incidentally, it has o7en been said that Town played in 

“salmon pink” shirts, but this is now thought to be a fallacy and simply 

reflected the deteriora�on of the red shirts a7er numerous washes. 

So does the card truly represent Town? With no other spor�ng team seemingly adop�ng the nickname “Scarlet 

Runners” it looks good, but the red shirts were long since gone by the �me that this card was issued c1918, mean-

ing a ten year gap between earning the nickname and the actual publica�on of the card. But let’s not forget that 

these were �mes of slow news days, no internet and very li�le by the way of historical  spor�ng reference material, 

so it’s certainly not out of the ques�on.  Arsenal were referred to as “Woolwich Arsenal” long a7er they dropped 

the prefix and Sheffield Wednesday were called “The Wednesday” for many years a7er they added “Sheffield”. So 

it’s not out of the ques�on and ul�mately, I am now convinced that this very rare and superb condi�on card does 

indeed refer to Huddersfield Town, but if you can prove otherwise, please get in touch. 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s,ckers are expected over the coming months with Town having been pro-

moted to The Greedy League but, for now, here’s a selec,on of what else has recently fallen 

into my lap. 

Pride of place goes to this Topps Now card produced to cele-

brate Town’s 1-1 draw at Chelsea in the penul�mate game 

of the season, earning the point which kept Town in the 

Premier League for at least one more season and meant that 

the team and fans could go into the final game of the season 

at home to Arsenal in party mood, regardless of what result 

might accrue. A Limited Edi�on card, there was a print run of 

only 64 thus making it a very hard to find item in the future. 

Goal-scorer Laurent Depoitre is submerged by Town players 

and subs�tutes alike in the 56th minute of the game. 

I’m afraid that I have been bi�en by the Panini bug again. The expensive 

series of 23 - yes, twenty-three - cards per player ‘WC 2018 PRIZM’ series is 

upon me and I’ve managed to pick up seven of the low-ender cards (blue/

red wave card at le7) for a total outlay of under £20 so that’s not too bad. 

Whether I’ll end up with any of the more expensive limited edi�on cards or 

not, only �me will tell. 

I am grateful to fellow Town collector Darren 

Herbert who supplied me with the remainder 

of the items shown here, all ‘doubles’ of his 

own cards. The first (right) is a Swiss Panini 

‘GOLD EDITION’ s�cker of “Zanka”, one of 

three which replicate the standard UK issue 

except that they have gold borders instead of white. The other two are, of 

course, Aaron Mooy and the Australian team. They are very hard to find 

and don’t appear on eBay very o7en. 

And finally we have this Serbian 

issue ‘RUSSIA 2018’ s�cker by 

Friends and Dreams which features 

two Australian teammates, Aaron Mooy and Mile Jedinak of As-

ton Villa. Interes�ngly they wear club colours rather than the yel-

low Australian na�onal kit. I also have a sneaking suspicion that 

someone has taken a felt-�p pen to Jedinak; his beard and eye-

brows look like they’ve been ‘enhanced’ by a four-years-old! 

MAGAZINE POSTERS/ARTICLES 

Just the one poster this �me and in fact it’s quite an ‘old’ one that I picked up as part 

of an eBay lot  Alex Pritchard signed for Town in the January transfer window and 

this poster appeared in KICK! magazine, probably in February - I missed it and was 

grateful to find it three months later! I’m not expec�ng any more posters between 

now and the start of the new season so this will be the last feature in this series. 
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Auction Watch 

First of all, an update - 22nd May, 2018, saw these two items 

go under the hammer at Graham Budd Auc,ons: a page of 

autographs of the 1923-24 Championship winning Town play-

ers (es�mate £100-£120) and a 1938 FAC Runners-Up medal 

which almost certainly belonged to Bobby Barclay (es�mate 

£1500-£2500). The autographs fetched £120.00 whilst Bobby 

Barclay’s medal made £2400.00 (both before auc�on costs). 

Another 

item which caught my eye is not Town related at all 

but certainly merits a men�on here. The card at le7 is 

almost iden�cal to the Ardath team “Photocard” of 

1936 but is in fact  210x155mm in size, much larger 

than the standard card release. It is a genuine Ardath 

product but is the only team known in this size 

(actually I know of one other iden�cal BrenPord one). 

The seller on eBay was asking £700 for this, but with 

only a few days remaining he knocked a whopping 

£280.00 (40%) off the asking price ; it s�ll didn’t sell. 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present for you here one of the 

items that I would love to add to my collec,on. 

1926 The “Gem” Footer Puzzle 

Town’s Clem Stephenson features on this fold-up paper puzzle. I have only ever seen this one but would 

love to add it to my collec�on so, if you’re reading this, Paul, I’m s�ll very interested... 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsleBer who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

“THE BOYS’ FRIEND“ ’Famous Footballers’ (1922) 
Regular readers of this sec�on of my newsle�er will be aware of my fondness for cards of the 1920s and 

also sets of very small runs. Well, this set fulfils both criteria! Some�mes listed and sold as just 

‘Footballers’, this set of five cards of football stars in pairs also turn up cut into ‘singles’. Murrays go with 

the full �tle and catalogue them with the trade reference number BOY-300 / BPJ-2-2A as well as MF5 (a 

reference to their size) and at £6.00 per complete pair; ‘singles’ sell for significantly less than that. 

The cards were issued at the tail end of the year as follows: 

1.  George Brewster (Everton) / Ernest England (Sunderland): 18 November, 1922 

2.  W.R. Wainscoat (Barnsley) / John Elkes (Southampton): 25 November, 1922 

3.  James H. Branston (Preston North End) / W.G. ("Billie") Gillespie (Sheffield United): 2 December, 1922 

4.  William T. Kirton (Aston Villa) / David Rollo (Blackburn Rovers): 9 December, 1922 

5.  Samuel J. Wadsworth (Huddersfield Town) / Stuart Davidson (Middlesbrough): 16 December, 1922 

Each card is a “hand-coloured” head and shoulders portrait with a very brief biography to the back. The 

Kirton card is incorrectly labelled “William T. Kirton” on the front although the detail to the verso is cor-

rect. 

Although they are 

now almost ninety-six 

years old, these cards 

are not too difficult to 

track down and won’t 

cost you an arm and a 

leg when you do find 

them. This rather sur-

prises me as I expect 

that as collectors 

hoard cards such as 

these they should be-

come harder to find 

but, clearly, they 

aren’t. As well as my 

own complete set I 

have a few spares if 

you should be inter-

ested in taking them 

off my hands; please 

contact me if you are. 
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Recommended read 

 ‘THE BOOK OF FOOTBALL QUOTATIONS’ by Phil Shaw (2003) 

I have absolutely no doubt that the vast majority 

of people reading this will be familiar with prob-

ably 50% of this book but it’s worth having just 

for the remainder. Published several �mes over 

now, the cover that I have used here is a scan of 

my own copy which is the original 2003 print, 

but you will find it all over the internet in updat-

ed versions and with different covers. 

As you would guess, all the usual suspects make 

appearances: Brian Clough, Bill Shankly, Alex 

Ferguson, Ron Atkinson, Tommy Docherty, 

George Best, Graham Taylor, Malcolm Allison, 

Gordon Strachan et alia. I am par�cularly fond of 

the occurrences of Mick McCarthy, erstwhile 

jobbing manager and true Yorkshireman in every 

respect, but especially in his pithy remarks. 

Without giving away any of his quotes, I can 

safely say that the best one was when he was 

abused in the streets of Glasgow and had to go 

and look up one of the words! Robbie Savage 

appears in another quality retort by comedian 

Paul Whitehouse who objected to the word 

“Welsh” in another fan’s �rade of abuse. 

The book itself is split up into fi7een sec�ons 

covering such groups as players (past and pre-

sent), managers, clubs, boardroom, fans, refer-

ees and even women. Obviously there is going to 

be a lot of crossover as players discuss managers 

and vice-versa, members of the board discuss 

both, and the fans have their say about all of them. The only women of note to get a men�on outside the 

‘Women’ sec�on are Delia Smith and Karren Brady, the la�er geWng in one or two nice digs, together 

with a couple of kiss-and-sell ex-girlfriends of players. In truth, the ‘Women’ sec�on is 95% about what 

the players and managers thought about women’s place in the game rather than any women themselves 

giving their own observa�ons, but you do have feel a certain amount of sympathy in view of the many 

‘dinosaur’ comments by the chaps (ahhh… the modern world, eh?). Brady sadly felt the need to defend 

herself on several occasions in regard to how she got to such a posi�on of power within the game. On 

another note, the role of agents comes under discussion in one sec�on - I forget which now - and Eric 

Hall, the first major well-known agent, has several “monster” notable quotes as do the agent-siblings of 

certain players (Anelka); even today these people are very hot topics due to the massive amounts of cash 

said to be “leaking out of the game” through their ac�ons. 

You will note that I have pre�y much resisted the urge to use numerous quotes in order to pad out this 

review, but I can’t resist leaving you with just this one, in sec�on 10 labelled ’Fans’, from a Stoke support-

er during discussion of pre-match entertainment during the club’s AGM, 1999: “Can anything be done 

about entertaining us aCer the kick-off?” Pure magic! 

And, yes - it IS available at Amazon for just one penny, although you will almost certainly be buying an 

updated and revised version. 
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For Sale 

Currently I have sev-

eral cards, a calen-

dar and a few fix-

ture cards from re-

cent years which I 

know that many of 

you out there col-

lect; they're not really all that rare, but you just try finding one nowadays! 

Cards for sale now include two autographed 2012-13 Match ABax Championship cards of Alex Smithies 

and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match ABax set: Mathias Jørgensen and 

the Topps ‘live’ code card of Mark Hudson. The la�er is used to play the online game and gives players 

the opportunity to win the really rare Laurent Depoitre PRO11 card ; the code on this card is unused but 

‘blanked’ here for display purposes. I can also offer a few of the Match ABax Extra cards from that sea-

son, including another unused Depoitre ‘live’ card  and various player cards. Other cards on offer include 

a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ ‘base’ card of Steve Mounié, a very rare ’limited edi�on’ shiny of Aa-

ron Mooy from the 2017 Merlin set, a 1971 FKS s�cker of Trevor Cherry, a 1998 Beau,ful Game 

‘Football Greats’ card of Peter Doherty (thin card version), a 1948 Kiddy’s Favourite card of the same 

player and finally a highly collectable 1948 S&B Products card of ‘Torry Gillick’s Interna,onals’ also fea-

turing Doherty. 

STOP PRESS: I have also added a small selec�on of magazine pictures & fanzines to my items for sale. 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my book. I now 

knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents good value. Having said 

that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this newsle�er already own a copy so I'm 

almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be looking for 

something for that other Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you 

can pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma�er how 

many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men,on this sec,on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the ,me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please 

get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! Roger 


