
 

h�ps://huddersfieldtowncollec�on.wordpress.com/                    1 

Another highlight from my collection 

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 1920-21 AUTOGRAPHS 

A throwback to a bygone age, a �me when footballers didn’t simply 

tumble off great pantechnicon coaches wearing headphones and grab 

the nearest Sharpie to scrawl some unintelligible squiggles on a pro-

gramme or football card, this sheet of autographs has names that you 

can actually READ!! I have had to reduce the sheet in size so in case you 

cannot decipher the names they are: Joseph Barlow (Chairman), Amos Brook-Hirst (Vice-Chairman), Norman Robin-

son (Director), Frederick Charles Mitchell (Director), James Henry Rayner (Director), Dick Parker (Director), Rowland 

Mitchell (Director), Ambrose Langley (Secretary Manager) and J.C. Ba(ye (Financial Secretary). These are then fol-

lowed by the players: F.R. Goodall, W. Smith, W. Watson, W.G. Johnston, R. Rodgerson, A. Mutch, T. Wilson, J. 

Swan, J.W. Wood, F.E. Bullock, C. Slade, S. Kennedy, C. McKay, G. Richardson, W.H. Smith, H. Cawthorne, E. Davis 

and E. Barkas. 

Although I already had some of the players’ autographs many were new, but of all the players Sam Kennedy is very 

much the unknown quan�ty. Town historian John Ward informs me that the regular 1920-21 Reserves centre-half 

was transferred to Burnley in May 1921 which �es in with text at the bo�om of the sheet reading “15/III/21” which 

I take to mean a date of 15th March 1921. And having previously stressed that I don’t usually buy autographs, this 

one was far too good to resist. Ebay regularly throws up individual autographs of Town players of this era, usually 

mounted together with a reprinted photograph of the par�cular player, at around £45 each, but this sheet cost me 

a mere £22.12 at auc�on in August 2016 - bargain!! 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s*ckers are expected over the coming months with Town having been pro-

moted to The Greedy League but, for now, here’s a selec*on of what else has recently fallen 

into my lap. 

Lots more to cover as we head towards the World Cup in Russia 

over the summer. As ever, Aaron Mooy is looking like the only 

Town candidate to feature across the many sets of cards and 

s�ckers although I am also holding out hope for ‘Zanka’ Jørgen-

sen. Two examples of Mooy products can be seen here, both 

published by Panini but in different sets. The one on the far is 

an Adrenalyn XL card whilst the smaller one is a s�cker from 

the 2017 Russia  Confedera*ons Cup ; both can be had quite 

cheaply from eBay or various online card dealers. 

Next up is a real rarity - an Indian issue of the Match A:ax 

series of late 2017 which merits collec�ng simply because the cards are different 

in a number of ways: the numbering is different; the laser-etching of ‘shinies’ is 

absent; the card is rougher on the back rather than being smooth; the border of 

‘Star Players’ is gold rather than silver. I have only the Mooy - who else?! - card 

at right and the Crest card but I am hopeful of being able to pin down some of 

the others in �me. 

Staying with Topps the new Match A:ax Extra cards 

were released on 15th March and there were a few 

Town cards to collect including Squad Updates, New 

Signings and a prolifera�on of ‘shinies’. The Terence 

Kongolo card at leB is an example from these but you 

can see them all on my website. 

The football club itself has produced a set of 26 post-

card sized collectables featuring all of the 25 named 

squad players (barring Green and Stanković) and head 

coach Wagner and Terry the mascot. 

Phil Arnfield con�nues to provide me with a plethora of 

Topps ‘digital cards’, whilst Richard Cookson has given me a 

red Terrier pin badge used to celebrate Town’s connec�on 

with the Chinese ‘Year of the Dog’. These were not generally  

available so they will become very collectable. 

MAGAZINE POSTERS/ARTICLES 

The magazines must feel that they have exhausted the supply of 

current Town players to feature so they are cycling around again 

to goalkeeper Jonas Lössl. I was about to ques�on the wherea-

bouts of the Florent Hadergjonaj posters when one turned up! 

He’s been one of our most consistent performers and has oust-

ed club captain Tommy Smith from his right-back berth. And 

talking of Smith, he has yet to feature, as has our star defensive 

midfielder Jonathan Hogg... 
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Auction Watch 

Now here is a VERY strange item… This celebratory shield appeared on 

eBay in mid-March 2018 and purported to commemorate ‘Huddersfield 

Town English FA Cup Winners 1920-21’. I contacted the seller about the 

shield’s provenance and was told that they didn’t know much about it 

but that it looked old and was found in a pub garage during demoli�on. 

It’s 42 inches high and the vendor wanted £500.00 or a nearest offer for 

it. Now, call me an old cynic if you like, but I won’t be bidding on some-

thing with only sketchy provenance like that. In addi�on, there’s one 

vital flaw in the proceedings… Town won the FA Cup in 1921-22, not the 

previous season. I did contact the seller with this per�nent fact but - sur-

prise, surprise -  this �me he did not come back to me. 

The last �me that I looked, this item was s�ll for sale but the vendor has 

reduced the asking price significantly - he only wants £250.00 now... 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present here for you one of the 

items that I would like to have. 

D.C. THOMSON, ‘Football Transfers’ (THE ROVER) (1924) 

I have never seen one of these items but this 

advert (from the back of a copy of TOPICAL 

TIMES) is clear evidence that they were once 

issued. I don’t know whether or not they 

were coloured although I suspect that they 

probably were. The image of Sam Wadsworth 

here is exactly the same as the one that they 

used for the ‘Footballers’ cards given away in 

THE ROVER two years previously although I 

would guess that the transfer was much 

smaller than the cards. 

Four sheets of four transfers were issued but 

this, the very first, was the only one to feature 

a Town player. If it’s anything to go by, the 

design looks very similar to the set of trans-

fers given away by the BOYS MAGAZINE in 

1927 and they were very small indeed but 

were coloured. It seems likely that this ROVER 

set would have been similar. 

You can see the full list of players on Alan Jen-

kins’ website here: h�ps://cartophilic-info-

exch.blogspot.co.uk/2014/02/dc-thomson-

rover-tho-370-tho-501.html 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle:er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

D.C. THOMSON LTD., ‘Coloured Photos Of Star Footballers’ (1924) 
This wonderful set of just six football cards was given away free in 

1924 edi�ons of Thomson’s ‘ADVENTURE’ comic between 11th Octo-

ber and 15th November. Issued in pairs they are more usually found 

cut down to single cards and because of this, it is very difficult to find 

complete ‘pair’ cards. Indeed, Football Card Collectors Magazine cat-

alogues such uncut cards at £15 each, whilst the more common sin-

gles can be had for £7 a shot. Also, because they are so jolly hard to 

find it is difficult to present pictures of them here. I have trawled the 

internet and come up with the pictures that you see although in truth 

the cards are ‘mock-ups’ created from individual images rather than 

proper pairs. The only excep�on to this is the final card of Mee 

(Blackpool) and Brown (Huddersfield Town) which I actually possess. 

The back of each pair of cards featured a selec�on of sta�s�cs re-

la�ng to each player: Posi7on; Birthplace; Height; Weight;  Previous 

Club. As I haven’t seen all of the six cards I cannot speak for the rest, 

but I am aware of at least one varia�on which is the Huddersfield one 

where George Brown appears as simply “Brown” or “J. Brown” (see 

below) where the ini�al is obviously incorrect. It’s strange that, as far 

as I am aware, he doesn't appear anywhere as “G. Brown”. 

The cards were issued from top to bo�om as follows: 

11 October: W. Butler (Bolton Wanderers) & S. Haden (Arsenal) 

18 October: W. Chadwick (Everton) & A. McInroy (Sunderland) 

25 October: H. Gallacher (Airdrieonians) & J.L. Spencer (WBA) 

1 November: W.M. Gibson (Newcastle Utd.) & G.W. Beel (Burnley) 

8 November: J. Cringan (Birmingham) & A.W. Lochhead (Manchester Utd.) 

15 November: G.W. Mee (Blackpool) & G. Brown (Huddersfield Town) 

You can see further details about this set on Alan Jenkins’ website here 

h�ps://cartophilic-info-exch.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/dc-thomson-

adventure-tho-115tho-6.html 
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Recommended read 

 ‘THE WORST FOOTBALL KITS OF ALL TIME’ by Dave Moor (2011) 

Anybody who hasn’t yet visited Dave Moor’s 

wonderful Historical Kits website should head off 

over there right now. This book is an offshoot 

from there and it is clearly something that the 

author has wanted to get off his chest for a long 

�me, as the blurb on the back hints at… 

“In the mad, money-driven world of football, 

some rather interes7ng and some7mes shocking 

kits have been worn upon the field of play. This 

book is a full-colour celebra7on of some of the 

most outrageous strips foisted upon the poor 

players and the loyal fans, from clashing colours 

(think graphite/tangerine and custard cream) and 

disastrous designs (bruised banana anyone?) to 

surprising sponsors (too rude for the cover) and 

bad luck omens (you know the one, grey, swapped 

at half-7me?). With some classics and some sur-

prises too, The Worst Football Kits Of All Time is set to delight fans young and old, from strips donned by Vic-

torian gentlemen to modern-day prima donnas. The ques7on is, how many of those featured do you have clog-

ging up your wardrobe? Who knows, maybe they might even become fashionable again. So which really is the 

worst? You decide…” 

The problem with all of this of course, is that one man’s worst kit is another man’s favourite. As Moor says, 

they could become fashionable again; that is certainly the case with the featured Huddersfield Town kit which 

is the red and black ‘electric’ hoops kit which has been resurrected for the inaugural season in the Premier 

League. As for the “bruised banana” kit men�oned in the blurb, I had always thought that this referred to our 

yellow and black chequerboard kit worn for the infamous Manchester City game of 1987, but it doesn’t even 

merit a men�on. That said, there are some truly horrendous kits on display in here, not least some of the 

many goalkeeper kits of the 1990s. I for one had never no�ced that David Seaman’s 1996 kit had the le�ers 

‘GLAND’ protruding upwards from his shorts. If it’s shorts that you are interested in, check out the godawful 

kit of Brighton in 1991-92. One of the infamous Manchester United kits has already been alluded to but they 

do feature more than once which is a tad surprising. And, like I said, I think that some of these kits are won-

derful; a good example would be the Hackney Black Rovers shirt of 1870 – fantas�c! 

I have to admit that I am quite surprised that more hasn’t been made of the Fioren�na ‘away’ kit of 1992-93 

(modelled leB by Gabriel Ba�stuta). The author simply describes it as a ‘bizarre pa(ern’ but I remember all of 

the fuss about it at the �me; look closely – you can clearly see that the design is based upon swas�kas!! 

I can’t guarantee that your club is featured - sorry Baz and Jim - but I 

suppose that it’s a bit of a badge of honour to NOT have a kit includ-

ed, isn’t it? Either way this is a great li�le book to own if only to have 

it as a ‘bog book’ where you can dip into it whilst you are otherwise 

engaged and without having to start at the beginning and plough 

your way through it. Oh, and I love the Peruvian team featured on 

page 53, not the kit, but the team name and then the surprised re-

sponse of the club spokesman… 

Again, you can pick it up for just ONE PENNY from Amazon. Crazy… 



 

h�ps://huddersfieldtowncollec�on.wordpress.com/                    6 

For Sale 

Currently I have a few  cards, a calendar and other bits and bobs for sale, including a few fixture cards 

from recent years which I know that many of you out there collect; they're not really all that rare, but 

you just try finding one nowadays! 

Beginning with MATCH ATTAX I have two autographed 2012-13 Championship cards of Alex Smithies 

and Lee Novak. I also have two of the 2017-18 Premier League Match A:ax set: Mathias Jørgensen and 

the Topps ‘live’ code card of Mark Hudson. The la�er is used to play the online game and gives players 

the opportunity to win the really rare Laurent Depoitre PRO11 card ; the code on this card is unused but 

‘blanked’ here for display purposes. I can also offer a few of the Match A:ax Extra cards from that sea-

son, including another unused Depoitre ‘live’ card and various player cards. Other cards on offer include 

a US Topps ‘Premier Gold 2017/18’ card of Steve Mounié, a very rare ’limited edi7on’ shiny of Aaron 

Mooy from the 2017 Merlin set  and a couple of very old cards: a Swindlehurst & Nicholson card of Bob 

Hesford from the 1935 set of ‘Huddersfield Town Players & Officials’ and also a 1948 S&B Products card 

of ‘Torry Gillick’s Interna*onals’ featuring Peter Doherty. Both of these are highly collectable and very 

rare indeed! 

And whilst we’re here, I suppose that any�me is a good �me to plug my book. I now 

knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents good value. Having said 

that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this newsle�er already own a copy so I'm 

almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be looking for 

something for that other Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, 

you can pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no ma�er 

how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men*on this sec*on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

Finally, a big ‘thank you’ for taking the *me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at 

my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that you can leave COMMENTS on there so please 

do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest me, please Roger 


