
Newsletter #9

Welcome to the latest edition of my irregular updates newsletter and thank you 

for your continued interest and support. More features this time about my 

latest additions, items I'd like, auctions and other interesting sites. As ever, 

clicking on the picture or highlighted text in each item below will take you to a 

more detailed site, either mine or the relevant one.

Also, if you know of anyone else who might be interested in receiving this 

newsletter please ask them to get in touch with me via the site or perhaps YOU 

could provide me with their email address.

Another highlight from my website

Now this might just look like a big blue rectangle to 

you, but in fact it is a 1925 'PHOTOGRAPHS, 

HISTORY, RECORD AND BLOTTER

YEAR BOOK' produced by the club. The titling on 

the front is done in faded gold and doesn't scan at 

all well, hence the rather bland appearance. It is 

an exceedingly rare A4-sized item which chronicles 

Town's second successive League Championship win 

of 1924-25. Included are photographs of the teams 

(First XI and Reserves) and the directors, together 

with a brief history of the club and fixtures for the 

coming season. My copy has newspaper cuttings 

stuck inside it, which obscure the first two pages, but are nevertheless a rare and 

contemporary insight into press reaction to the FA Cup win and other events.

It is unlikely to ever turn up on eBay and when it does it will be exceedingly 

expensive so don't hold your breath!

Another site that you might like ...



You will, I hope, indulge me as I do a 

spot of self-aggrandisement (what? 

MORE? I hear you ask ...) by promoting 

my 'sister' website, THE PINNACE 

COLLECTION. I began this site way back 

in 2012 because I had always liked the 

little k-sized PINNACE cards and, having 

bought a copy of the very rare RJ Spiller 

book 'THE PINNACE COLLECTION' I was 

disappointed by the very poor quality of 

what were effectively the photocopies of the cards therein, believing that I could 

do a much better job myself. Four years later I had competed the site, albeit with 

the help of several other collectors who sent me images of the cards that I couldn't 

find. Chief among these was Matt Stevens, one of the greatest football card 

collectors of our times, who has just about EVERY football card from the late 1890s 

and early 20th century. I had naïvely thought that it would require just 2642 card 

images, the number of numbered cards in the set; how wrong could I be?! With 

differences in teams (due to transfer movement) and then differences in numbering 

style, number positioning, and any other type of difference - including misspelling 

of names or initials! - there has ended up being closer to 3500 images to track 

down. And even now, I'm not convinced that I have them all! I then set about 

organising the cards not only in numbered order but also by the team that each 

player represented. You will find some strange teams to modern ears - Casuals, 

Civil Service and Wigan Borough to name but three - together with a number of 

Rugby players who were also included under the 'Football' banner. Steve also sent 

me photographs of all of the ultra-rare 'Team Cards' that he has; I have mentioned 

these in an earlier newsletter as there are actually two cards showing Town and I 

don't ever expect to handle either of them in my lifetime.

I am still adding to this site even as I type this because I am unhappy with many of 

my earlier scans, so I am re-scanning my personal collection of over 1500 cards with 

my newer scanner and the difference makes it all worthwhile.

Anyway, regardless of which team you might support, if you have ANY interest in 

the early years of football as the mass spectator sport that it became and continues 

to be today, then you'll find something of interest in this site.

Auction Watch

If I notice any really interesting auction items related to Town I'll try to bring 

them to your attention here and, if you're lucky, there will still be time to bid 

on some of the lots. Beware, though, as there are Buyer's Premiums and 

bidding-through-internet fees to be applied to all of the lots featured here, not 

to mention 20% VAT and postage if required!



You may know that early last year I acquired a 

couple of these Anonymous 'Footballers' transfers 

and dated them at around 1932-33. Well, a 

couple have shown up at Tim Davidson's 

Auctions. The estimate is around £20-£30 each (I 

got mine for £25 each) and you have until 11:00am on the 8th February to get your 

bids in; here for Kelly, and here for Campbell. I suspect that they will fetch a lot 

more than this, and I will watch with interest!

And now a quick round-up of items that I featured recently which have now gone 

under the hammer ...

This rather nice postcard of Town Secretary Harry Beever 

c1937/8 appeared on eBay in early January 2017. It was 

anonymously produced although it was a proper postcard 

with the usual text that you might expect to find on the back 

of such an item. I don't believe that it was an officially 

produced postcard by the Town club and can only think that 

it might have been a bit of a personal 'vanity publication' by 

Beever himself. In the event, I was outbid as it sold for just 

over £16.00

Also on eBay in early January was this 1948 Donaldson 

'Sports Favourites (Small Heads)' card of Vic Metcalfe. It is 

very rare indeed - as you will see if you read the 

accompanying text on my site - and so I opened the bidding 

at £6.00 hoping to snag it very cheaply and then possibly sell 

it on. Once again I ultimately missed out, although the 

pleasing thing is that my card is in much better condition 

than this one so I am happy to have paid significantly more 

than the £55 that this one finally fetched, which was still 

some way under its catalogue value.

This collection of eleven individual Town 

player press photos went for £36.00 on eBay 

late in January 2017. I was the underbidder 

at £35 and I think that someone, somewhere 

got a good deal. The worst case scenario now 

is that these will soon show up individually 

either on eBay, at auction houses or Pete's Picture Palace at about six or seven quid 

each; I certainly won't be bidding or buying at those prices.



A small (1/2-pint bottle) beer label of Bentley & Shaw's 

'TOWN MAJOR ALES' Special Brown Ale went for £10.09 on 

eBay on the penultimate day of January. I already have this 

one, but had it been a large version I would have been 

bidding. Compare this price to the £240 paid for a small 

'TOWN ROYAL' back in October 2016 at Loddens Auctions!

A collection of A4 colour HTAFC Press 

Photographs went under the eBay hammer on 

the same day as the beer bottle label. These 

went for £17.00 and, once again, I was outbid. 

The reason for my not having bid higher was 

that I already have a few of these so that 

would have necessitated a sell-on process, 

which has often left me lumbered in the past. 

Hey-ho!

I wish that I owned this ...

OK, so it isn't exactly a Town item in the picture, 

but I know that there was a Town badge included in 

this set, the 1974 SOMPORTEX

'Football Clubs Badges' collection. It looks as 

though they were small plastic shields with club 

emblem stickers applied to the centre thereby 

achieving some sort of uniformity. I have never 

seen one of these but I know that there was a Town 

one because of the listing on Alan Jenkins' great 

site HERE. if you've got one - or you know where 

one is - then please get in touch.

Latest acquisitions

Here we go with the latest items that I've been able to add to my collection. Not 

always cards, I also pick up a few odds and ends, here and there!



You may be aware that I collect almost all and 

every kind of object connected with the Town 

club, even down to greetings cards. I have a 

section on my site dedicated to such items and 

was pleased to be able to add this eBay item 

recently. It's a 1952 Christmas Card; not very 

festive-looking, is it? It has a nice red cord 

running down the spine and an inner folded paper with a printed message from the 

Directors, Officials and Players. It must be very rare and coming in at under a fiver 

I was very pleased to add it to my collection. You can see this, and all of my 

others, by clicking the picture.

Richard Small has been in touch and supplied me with 

a few magazine items of late. Prime amongst them is 

this cover of a 1955 SPORT EXPRESS which features a 

pre-match Town line-up. Other items included a rare 

picture of Karl Hansen although, unfortunately, it was 

only a small head and shoulders shot and he is not in 

Town stripes (I've yet to find one of those) and also a 

full page action shot of Vic Metcalfe in full flow on the 

left wing. All three can be found in the 'Magazines' 

section of mywebsite.

Now, you're probably thinking "He's already got this 

- I've seen it on the site," and you'd be right; well, 

almost, anyway. In fact this card by SPORTING 

PROFILES is very similar to the one that I already 

have which featured FAC Final programme covers - 

Town actually featured on three cards in that set - 

but this is from a different set entirely. Still 

produced by Sporting Profiles, this 2006 card is one of eight cards in the set 

'Arsenal FC F.A. Cup Winners 1930 Programme Covers' charting Arsenal's road to 

the Final. You can discover more about this set by following this link to the London 

Cigarette Card Company where you can buy the set of eight for £5.00

I have in my collection a few shirt badges which I can 

only presume were available to buy from the club shop 

(although a 'Terrier' badge from 1970-71 was almost 

certainly removed from a shirt as I can't recall those 

being on sale). An addition to this small collection has 

just arrived in the form of this badge which, I believe, is 

from the 2008-2013 era based upon the black edging, 

the same design being available before but with blue 

edging. It only cost me a couple of quid and I'm guessing 

that it is quite rare unless you want to start chopping up your old shirts!



At long last, I have managed to pin down this missing 

Baines card - and at a bargain price too! Only in the last 

newsletter you will recall that I was bemoaning the fact 

that I simply couldn't find this for love nor money, 

neither did I ever expect to own one. Well, as luck 

would have it, one became available on eBay through a 

seller who was selling loads and clearly didn't know the 

value of what she had got; originally up as an auction 

starting at just 99p I subsequently contacted the seller 

asking if it would be possible to buy it outright and the 

price that I was quoted was a ridiculously low £20, at which I speedily bit her hand 

off! In truth, the card that I have acquired is a little darker than the image shown 

here but at that price I am not going to complain!

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this 

section of the website, just in case I happen to have 

the one thing that you've been looking for. Currently I 

have one or two cards, a calendar and a raft of 1973-

74 programmes for sale. There are also a few fixture 

cards from recent years which I know that many of you 

out there collect; they're not really all that rare, but 

you just try finding one nowadays! 

I'll add to this section as and when more items drop 

into my lap.

And, with Father's Day next in line, I suppose now 

would be a good time to plug my book. I now knock 

them out at £4.75 (p&p included) it still represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all 

recipients of this newsletter already own a copy so I'm 

almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, 

you might just be looking for something for that other 

Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. 

Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if you like 

as the postage is still only £1.75 no matter how many 

you buy! - by simply clicking on the book cover at right 

which will take you to my site.



Thanks for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to 

have a look at my site and find something of interest. I should also point out 

that there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you haven't yet signed it, please do; 

you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of 

Town players of old. And remember - if you have anything that you think I might 

be interested in, please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal!
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