
 

www.huddersfieldtowncards.co.uk Page 1 

Newsletter #24 

Welcome to the latest edi�on of my irregular updates newsle�er and thank you for your 

con�nued interest and support. I am trying to make these more interes�ng to the general 

football fan/collector so if you have any other sugges�ons as to how I might do this then please 

get in touch. Also, if you have anything which believe could be of interest to me please contact 

me using the email address that you have for me; failing that, contact me through my website.  

Another highlight from my collection 

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN MATCHBOX HOLDERS PRODUCED FOR THE CHERRY TREE 

HOTEL, HUDDERSFIELD 1920-21 & 1922-23 

I've actually selected two 

similar items this �me - it 

seemed such a shame to 

split them! These are love-

ly and very rare items. 

They were designed to 

cover the more boring or-

dinary matchboxes and 

would have been distrib-

uted by George Lunn at 

The Cherry Tree Hotel as 

adver�sing gimmicks. This 

clearly happened over a 

few years as can be seen 

by the different seasons 

covered; the one shown 

at le) is from 1920-21, 

whilst the one at the right 

is from 1922-23 and there is also a 1921-22 version shown in the Town book '99 Years & Coun�ng'. 

I can’t honestly recall what I paid for each of these although I’m pre0y certain that it wasn’t more than a 

tenner a piece, but that was several years ago now. I did actually see one of these sell on eBay a few 

months ago but forgot to take a note of the final price, which is a shame. The fixture lists also make for 

interes�ng reading; games home and away against teams on successive Saturdays and even a match on 

Christmas Day - I can't see that ever happening again any �me soon! 
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Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s�ckers are expected over the coming months with Town having been pro-

moted to The Greedy League but, for now, here’s a selec�on of what else has recently fallen 

into my lap. 

The first card that I have to men�on is yet another of the 

Topps NOW: Premier League 2017-18’ series which celebrates 

events in each ‘round’ of games on a weekly basis. You will 

recall that 0hese are limited edi�on issues and as such are 

rather expensive. This is the fourth so far this season and it 

celebrates RVLP’s stunning goal which won the game against 

WBA. Very much a worthy choice and a welcome addi�on to 

my collec�on. 

Next in line is another of the sets of 

squad cards by Nikolai Trading and, 

as with the first set they produced, the quality is very low; so low, in fact, that I 

will not be buying any more of them, even though at just under £8 they are 

cheap as chips. Pictures are nothing like sharp and very brightly coloured, and 

none of our foreign players’ names contain any of the ‘special’ character le0ers 

that their language demands. Call me a s�ckler, but I think that geBng the 

name right is a mark of respect. 

And finally, the Topps/

Merlin s�ckers are out on 

the 14th December, a big 

date for kids and collectors 

all over the country. I’ll 

probably wait un�l the New 

Year and pick up all of the 

Town s�ckers directly from 

Merlin in one fell swoop. 

On the other hand, I might 

get twitchy and just go for it 

on eBay! I’ll let you know. 

MAGAZINE POSTERS/ARTICLES 

A)er his stunning strike to win the game against West Bromwich Albion in ear-

ly November, Rajiv van La Parra was most definitely ‘flavour of the month’ as 

he appeared on both cards and a poster in Match Of The Day magazine. Town 

player portraits and ac�on poses seem to feature every two or three weeks in 

the magazines although the old-style wri0en ar�cles are now a thing of the 

past, which is a shame - none of today’s supporters appear able to be able to 

read more than one line of text which is more of a damning indictment of 

modern educa�onal standards. 



 

www.huddersfieldtowncards.co.uk Page 3 

Auction Watch 

Now this is staggering … a bog-standard coloured teamsheet for the Town vs 

Manchester Utd. match sold on eBay for £48.99! I have no idea why. If it had 

been autographed by the half-�me guest, Denis Law, I could have understood it, 

but no, nothing of the sort. Some people will pay the da)est prices! 

Not a lot else of any great importance has cropped up, but that one item alone 

has le) me totally bewildered! 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present here for you one of the 

items that I would like to have. 

ANONYMOUS 1971 ‘21st Birthday’ card 

Yes, it’s a very odd choice I know, but ever since I found this on the GOT, 

NOT GOT website I have been on the lookout for it although I think that 

my chance has now gone. I instantly recognised Bobby Hoy's back as he 

takes what I believe to be a West Bromwich Albion full-back to the clean-

ers. Judging by the colours I'd guess that it would be the 1971-72 season, 

Town's last sojourn in the top flight. 

   I have no idea where or if I will ever find this and, no doubt, I will be for-

ever searching eBay. Who knows? One day I - or you!! - might just stumble 

across one perhaps because there must be a few out there somewhere ... 

but where? 

Clapper update 
There’s really only one to cover this �me but it 

is a special one. 4th November 2017 was 

Town's designated Poppy/Remembrance Day 

game and there were a number of different 

clappers; my side had these blue and white 

ones, whilst the Kilner Bank had a mix of white 

red and black which, when held up - as when 

the players first entered the pitch - created a 

beau�ful display with a large red poppy and the 

words 'LEST WE FORGET' picked out in red on a 

white field. Town won the game too, bea�ng 

WBA 1-0 with a Van La Parra 'worldy' before 

being reduced to ten men for the last half hour 

in a fantas�c, gri0y performance. 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle�er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

RIPLEY BROTHERS  OF BRIGHOUSE (c1910) 
Once again I present some research that I have done over the last year or so; this �me, a very rare set of 

cards indeed. 

 

 

   Comparing the cards above you will no�ce that they employ some fairly ‘generic’ designs; it would 

seem as though they had a ‘plain’ and a ‘striped’ design for the football issues and then they simply fi0ed 

the colours around that, thus the straighOorward all one colour tops would not present any problems 

(Bury, Fulham and Liverpool for example) whilst Newcastle and Hull City would also appear correctly in 

their striped kits, but QPR are shown with green and white stripes rather than their actual kit of green 

and white hoops. It becomes even more bizarre when looking at the kits of Aston Villa and Burnley be-

cause neither of those teams has EVER played in stripes and this is where I think that my theory about 

‘generic’ designs comes into play; I would speculate that they did not have a shirt design which offered 

sleeves of a different colour and thus, although I haven’t yet seen one, I would expect the West Ham shirt 

to be ‘striped’ colours too. Of course, as I have just said, this is all mere specula�on as I have only ever 

seen the cards here present, all of which have been gathered from the internet or private collec�ons. 

Also of note in the above designs is the presence of a panelled old leather football behind the name 

‘band’ on each shirt; this helped to differen�ate between the associa�on (soccer) club shirt cards and 

their rugby league counterparts. In the case of the la0er, the designs are very similar although the ball 

has been elongated to be0er represent a rugby ball. And, perversely, the company seems to have sorted 

out a ‘hoops’ design for their rugby shirts, a luxury denied Queens Park Rangers! 
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   I'm pre0y sure that fans of QPR would have been ques�oning the release of the Rochdale Hornets and 

Bradford Northern cards! In all other aspects,  these cards are the same as the associa�on football team 

cards; they also have an iden�cal design on the back which reads “We are giving away during the football 

season jerseys and shirts to everyone that send in list of cards. See window bills. Ripley Bros., Hove Edge 

(Brighouse)” 

   Then, to further complicate ma0ers, it would appear that a second set of cards was produced. This �me 

the panelled football has vanished to be replaced by a circular full colour ‘ac�on picture’ across the cen-

tre of the chest of shirts. Once again there were rugby cards and it seems that this ac�on picture helped 

to differen�ate the two codes. 

       

   Once again, I can only base my theories upon the examples here, but it would seem as though the ac-

�on pictures were generic and did not feature the specific teams that they were used for but they did at 

least try to enliven the card. And whilst the Sheffield Wednesday card seems to have a perfectly correct 

kit, I have to admit to being more than slightly puzzled by Fulham in a black shirt … Also of note here is 

the fact that the wording on the back of the cards has changed significantly: it now reads “Boys must 

send either a le*er on sport or a reason accompanied by set of cards corresponding to window bills to 

compete for prizes. Proprietors decision final. E. Ripley Brighouse” followed by a registered design number 

(700743? 700745? 700763? 700765?). So I wonder whether the partnership had been dissolved or per-

haps one brother had died? 

There is also a clue in these ‘second series’ cards which leads us to the vexing ques�on of da�ng them … 

   I really do not know precisely when these cards first came into circula�on; the best that I can do is spec-

ulate and offer up the following informa�on based on the known cards in the set (see appendix). 

 

•   HTAFC, o2en described as ‘The Babes’ in their fledgling career which began in 1908, are included in the 

set, so could it be then? No, because … 

•   Halifax Town were ‘born’ in 1911 and they’re included; could it be 1911 then? No, because … 

•   Durham City were formed in 1918 and they’re included, so was it then? No, because … 

•   New Brighton were formed in 1921 and they’re included, so was it 1921? No, because ... 
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•   Woolwich Arsenal are included, but they changed their name to ‘The Arsenal’ in 1914 and were simply 

‘Arsenal’ by 1919. 

   Based upon that I would guess that they were probably issued a)er the forma�on of the ‘latest’ club, 

New Brighton, making it early 1922. I would further speculate that they were not a ‘one-off’ issue and 

that prin�ng con�nued over a period of several years, a fact backed up by this advert from the DERBY 

DAILY TIMES: 

 

   I am indebted to Paul Briers for having unearthed the above advert which appeared only in three issues 

of that periodical, on 25
th

, 26
th

 and 28
th

 April 1924 and is surely too much of a coincidence to be ignored. 

So from this we can deduce that they were certainly on sale between 1922 and 1924 and probably well 

beyond that – a fact which can be deduced by a card in the apparent ‘second series’. Sheffield Wednes-

day football club, one of the earliest English teams,  was formed in 1867 as an offshoot of The Wednes-

day Cricket Club and it is here where we find the clue. In its infancy, the football team was always called 

‘The Wednesday’; it was NEVER called Sheffield Wednesday un�l season 1929-30, and since there is a 

card featuring ‘Sheffield W.’ then we can posi�vely date the newer design set with ‘ac�on pictures’ to 

1929 at the very earliest. 

   Keen readers will now be saying “but what about Woolwich Arsenal?” and with good reason, but I am 

of the opinion that the Woolwich Arsenal card is, in the words of Paul Briers, a ‘red herring’ and that Rip-

leys simply neglected to update the name, preferring to stand by the name which they – and possibly the 

general footballing community –would have been more familiar with. But once again, I must stress that 

this is all mere specula�on! 

   And so to value and general availability … 

Collectors who are familiar with the cards produced by J.C Ba0ock in a similar �me-frame can pre0y 

much compare these both in terms of rarity and value. Alan men�ons that he saw one on eBay with a 

star�ng price of £95 in 2013; the 2017 FCCM catalogue stocked two - Barrow at £70 and Aston Villa for 

£100.00. Carl Wilkes of www.rarecards.co.uk tells me that he would charge £150+ per card for clubs of 

the upper collector-sphere (Manchester Utd., Chelsea, To0enham, Cel�c, Rangers, Chelsea, Everton, Bo-

ro, Burnley , etc. and including ‘fallen giants’ such as Aston Villa), a price which he feels is not unreasona-

ble; middle-range collectable clubs he would price at £100-£150 and then £75 for the rest, a base price 

for these cards he feels is about right. He already has a list of clients willing to pay £175-£250 for the Rip-

ley card of their club! 

   So there you have it. I really do not know of any more informa�on about these cards and can find noth-

ing more out there but if you know more, or you know someone else who does, please feel free to get in 

touch. 

   And if anybody out there has a Huddersfield Town card to spare, please get in touch … 
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Recommended read 

 'THE PINNACE COLLECTION - HUDDERSFIELD TOWN FC' 

by Paul Days & Roger Pashby (2015) 

I have taken the liberty of adding my name to that of the recog-

nised author, Paul Days because, in truth, I wrote all of the ac-

companying text to this book and even provided the lion's 

share of the images. What you get for your money here is a 

large A4-sized 28-page book filled with huge images of the God-

frey Phillips 'PINNACE' cards of the 1920s which featured Hud-

dersfield Town players. The issuing of the these cards came at a 

�me when Huddersfield Town were about to embark upon 

their ‘Golden Age’, a decade when they had just won promo-

�on to the First Division and, in the same season, appeared in a 

losing Cup Final against the mighty Aston Villa (1920), followed 

by a victorious FAC Final appearance against Preston in 1922, 

and then, of course, becoming the first team EVER to win the 

League Championship three years in a row in 1924-25-26 (and, 

notably, runners up in 1927). 

We are fortunate enough to not only have images from the 

standard small 'K'-sized cards but also a few of the 'Medium' 

and even the 'Cabinet' sized cards. The real pièce de résistance, 

however, is a cabinet team group photograph which was pro-

vided by Ma0 Stevens. At the beginning of the book is a list of 

all the Town players included, together with their numbers within the set, followed by full-page spreads 

of each of these players using a huge image as a backdrop with a smaller, sharper, image at the bo0om of 

the page together with a brief biography of his career details. Collectors of the 'PINNACE' cards might also 

note that I have used the rarer card of Fred Bullock where he appears in a pale shirt rather than the 

fuzzed-out dark shirt; this card only appears in the 1921 "Address: Photo' issue of these cards and is much 

harder to find. 

Upon reaching the centre of the book we find a large double-page spread of a postcard that I have of cap-

tain Tom 'Tug' Wilson clutching the FA Cup outside Huddersfield Town Hall in 1922, so that's another rari-

ty right there. And finally, having exhausted the Town players issued before reaching the end of the pag-

es, the author asked me to find a couple of other players in the set who were 'Leeds Road Bound' and I 

duly obliged by including Bob Kelly (then of Burnley) and also Ernie Hine (Barnsley). 

I have to agree with the website blurb that this is a superb addi�on to the ever-growing Pinnace Collec-

�on series and it can be bought from Lulu Publishing by visi�ng h�p://www.lulu.com/shop/paul-days-

and-roger-pashby/the-pinnace-collec�on-huddersfield-town/paperback/product-22191447.html or 

simply searching for “Lulu Pinnace Huddersfield Town”. It’s well worth the effort! 

And for those readers of this who are not HTAFC fans, there are other books in the series featuring (at the 

last count) Middlesbrough, Newcastle Utd., Durham City, Ashington, Cel�c, Sunderland, Arsenal, Barrow, 

Millwall, Reading, Leeds Utd., Nelson, Manchester Utd., Liverpool, Aberdare Athle�c, Cardiff City, South 

Shields, BrenOord, Clapton Orient and West Ham. 
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For Sale 

Currently I have one or two cards, a calendar and a ra) of 1973-74 pro-

grammes for sale. There are also a few fixture cards from recent years 

which I know that many of you out there collect; they're not really all that 

rare, but you just try finding one nowadays! 

The complete list of programmes and everything else that I have can be 

found by visi�ng the FOR SALE sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

And finally, I suppose any�me 

is a good �me to plug my book. I now knock them out at £4.75 (p&p included) 

which s�ll represents good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all 

recipients of this newsle0er already own a copy so I'm almost certainly 

preaching to the converted. However, you might just be looking for something 

for that other Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. Anyway, you 

can pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is s�ll only £1.75 no 

ma0er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec�on of my website. 

Thanks for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at my site 

and find something of interest. I should also point out that there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you 

haven't yet signed it, please do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descend-

ants of Town players of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest 

me, please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 

I also have a number of 

MATCH ATTAX cards for 

sale. First, two auto-

graphed 2012-13 Cham-

pionship cards featuring 

Alex Smithies and Lee 

Novak. You can have the pair for just £3.00. In addi�on 

I have two of this season’s 2017-18 Premier League 

Match A0ax cards: Mathias Jørgensen and the Topps 

‘live’ code card of Mark Hudson. The la0er is used to 

play the online game and gives players the opportunity 

to win a really rare Laurent Depoitre PRO11 card - 

which I have already done! The code on this card is 

unused but ‘blanked’ here for display purposes. I am 

asking a pound a shot for these two cards and ALL four 

come with free postage - 

just contact me and I’ll let 

you have payment details. 


