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Newsletter #20 

Welcome to the latest edi�on of my irregular updates newsle�er and thank you for your 

con�nued interest and support. I am trying to make these more interes�ng to the general 

football fan/collector so if you have any other sugges�ons as to how I might do this then please 

get in touch. Also, if you have anything which believe could be of interest to me please contact 

me using the email address that you have for me; failing that, contact me through my website.  

Another highlight from my collection 

Genuine 1969-70 shirt-worn badge 

I'm convinced that this must be an original badge 

from a 1969-70 shirt because they were never made 

available on sale to the general public. I've never 

seen one anywhere and this came from a ‘regular’ 

supplier of Town memorabilia on eBay whose collec-

'ons stretches way back into the 1920s and so I’m 

guessing that she has, somewhere down the line, 

had connec'ons with the club. Anyway, the team 

wore this badge from late 1969 into the end of that 

season but, interes'ngly, not at all in the old days of 

Division One. It has been replicated in recent 'mes 

with the club reviving the Terrier ’iden'ty’ and using 

it to great effect in David Wagner’s rallying cries to 

the fans. I have a newly produced official club polo 

shirt featuring a copy of this design although it’s not 

quite the same. 

As an aside, the old Terrier image which sits proudly atop the official club crest has also been re-vamped 

to make it appear more aggressive and ‘nasty’ in keeping with the image being projected by the club’s 

hierarchy. It has proved very popular with the fans 

although there is a reasonable ques'on around if 

the terrier itself has been updated, why hasn’t the 

old-style panelled football? A minor quibble of 

course, but valid all the same. I rather like the new 

design and think that it perfectly reflects our deter-

mined ‘underdog’ status in the Premier League. 
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Here’s a ‘worthy website’ for you ... 

BISCUITMEN ORIGINALS h�ps://uroyals6.wixsite.com/biscuitmen-originals 

Just when I thought that I had come to 

the end of my recommenda'ons for web-

sites to visit, along comes Reading fan/

collector Chris Lee again, this 'me with a 

second site of his where he features 

‘cards’ that he has created himself. The 

site currently features thirteen sets of 

cards for you to peruse; they are truly 

brilliant and, if not for the copyright laws,  

are exactly the kind of thing that could easily be marketed on eBay. 

Each set features a number of famous players, either early, modern, or a mix of both and the set number 

varies based upon which mix you get. In some cases the image is ‘distorted’ using an art package to good 

effect although the majority are straigh<orward photographic images, and each set has a stylish back-

ground which might include the club badge or an ‘arty’ one which might not be to everyone’s taste! 

Whether you are a Reading fan or not I’d recommend that you take a look at this site which shows what 

just about anybody can do given the 'me and the tools. Well done, Chris - I look forward to seeing even 

more ‘cards’ as the new site takes shape! 

Auction Watch 

Once again it has been deafeningly  quiet on the auc'on front and the 

only item of any real note to come up - apart from the standard FAC Fi-

nal programmes - was this ‘Premier Pledger’ badge. The story behind 

these is that when Dean Hoyle took over control at HTAFC in 2009 he 

promised that anyone who bought season 'ckets from then on un'l 

when (if ever) the club reached the Premier League and he was s'll in 

charge, then those people would receive season 'ckets for the first 

Premier League season at just £100. Believing, of course, that it was nev-

er going to happen, Hoyle honoured his promise when Town amazingly won promo'on in May 2017 and 

around 4,500 fans have been rewarded with £100 season 'ckets to watch football in the top flight, work-

ing out at just over £5 a game! As an extra-special ‘Thank You’ giH these ‘Premier Pledgers’ also received 

the metal & enamel badge together with a small leather wallet in which to keep the season card. This 

par'cular badge went up for sale on eBay for just 24 hours and went for £20.00 which is a reflec'on not 

of the fact that there were only 4500 of them made - probably more than most ‘runs’ of badges anyway - 

but that they were not available to the vast majority of supporters and certainly not general football 

badge collectors. 

I am one of the lucky 4500 in that I have a £100 season card, badge and wallet and you can be assured 

that I certainly won’t be par'ng with either of them any 'me soon! 



 

www.huddersfieldtowncards.co.uk Page 3 

Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s�ckers are expected over the coming months with Town having been pro-

moted to The Greedy League but, for now, here’s a selec�on of what else has recently fallen 

into my lap. 

EMPIRE COLLECTIONS: Star Footballers (of the 1940s and 50s) 2nd Series 

You can buy the complete set of these ten cards for just £5 (and an extra £2 p&p) from 

The London CigareKe Card Company Ltd, or you can wait for them to turn up individually 

on eBay as collectors sell off the ones that they don't want - which is exactly what I did. 

Sadly, I cannot hide my disappointment that the 'standard' image of Vic Metcalfe from 

this era is geNng yet another airing; surely there has to be a few others which are availa-

ble or are out of copyright? 

TOPPS Topps NOW Premier League (2017-18) 

And here is where the VERY expensive cards kick in! These cards 

are only ever available for 24 hours and come out early in the 

week aHer a weekend's 'round' of Premier League games, usually 

focusing on the more spectacular or notable incidents. Town's 

record signing Steve Mounié featured on card #3 as the club 

marked their return to the top flight with a resounding 3-0 win 

away at Crystal Palace in the very first game of the season with 

two debut goals from Mounié.  

These cards cost £9.99 although one can reduce that cost by buying in bulk; the next 'me that Town  fea-

ture I’ll be buying FIVE cards so if you want one for £7 just let me know. 

Magazine posters/ar�cles 

As I predicted, these are certainly on 

the rise. Full-page colour A4 posters 

have now become the ‘norm’ for 

Town and the three ‘majors’ - MotD, 

MATCH and new-kid-on-the-block 

KICK! - have been doing Town proud. 

Mind you, this could all change if, as 

predicted by all the pundits and experts, Town 

slide down the table towards relega'on. 

2017-18 ‘League Ladder’ team tabs 

Four of these were on offer in the magazines 

and other outlets this season, which reflects 

Town’s rise to the top division. ‘MATCH’, ‘KICK!’ 

and ‘MATCH OF THE DAY’ magazine were the major publica'ons to provide tabs and there was a ‘special’ 

from ‘home-made’ company RetroCraHsUK which was a throwback to the old style tabs of the 1950s-70s. 

The scarf shown here came from ‘MotD’ and marks the first 'me that HTAFC have appeared as a Premier 

League ‘scarf ‘rather than a ‘shirt’. 
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Other football cards 

As I know that there are several subscribers to this newsle�er who are neither HTAFC fans nor 

collectors I try to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

on other collectable items and/or teams. Here’s another ... 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

many football items in general. As part of an on-going series, I present here for you one of the 

items that I would like to have. 

ST. PETERSBURG CIGARETTE CO. LTD. ‘Footballers’ (1900) 

In the last newsleKer I talked a liKle about the most valuable football cigareKe cards ever, and this set 

almost rivals them as they tend to fetch around £2000 per card. Only seventeen are known to exist. 

Athersmith (Aston Villa) 

S. Bloomer (Derby County) 

D. Calderhead (NoKs. County) 

Chadwick (Southampton) 

D. Cunliffe (Portsmouth) 

Frank Forman (NoKs. Forest) 

Fred Forman (NoKs. Forest) 

Fraser (Newcastle) 

A. Goodall (Derby County) 

Holt (Reading) 

Lewis (NoKs. County) 

G. Morris (NoKs. Forest) 

Robinson (Southampton) 

SeKle (Everton) 

Spencer (Aston Villa) 

H. Stringfellow (Portsmouth) 

T. Wilkie (Portsmouth) 

I have taken a few liber'es here in that I have had to 

‘construct’ the back of this card using one from a Lovells 

‘Toffee Rex’ card which is exactly the same except for the 

name at the top and the advert at the boKom. Iden'cal sets 

and probably issued at the same 'me, the TuckeKs cards are 

much more rare and expensive. The Lovell’s cards go for 

about £20 whilst the TuckeKs are closer to £40 per card. 

There are two Town cards in both series; Sam Wadsworth 

(incorrectly named “F.J. Wadsworth” in both sets) and Alex 

Jackson. I have both of the Lovells cards but this Jackson one 

has always eluded me. 

The set was re-released in 1929 by J.A. PaKreiouex CigareKes, 

with the same error; I am missing the Wadsworth card in that 

set but they are almost £75 per card! 



 

www.huddersfieldtowncards.co.uk Page 5 

Recommended read 

 

‘SPORTING DAYS’ by J.P.W. Mallalieu (1955) 

"In which a Travelling Par%san Views Test Matches, F.A. 

Cup Finals, Rugger and Cricket Matches, Irish Hurling, Bil-

liards, Boxing, Racing & Tennis & any other Sport which 

Fills in Gaps between Huddersfield Town's Home Match-

es"  is how the fron'spiece reads for my 1957 Sportsmans 

Book Club edi'on and that preKy much sums up what this 

tome is all about. The book itself actually appears in more 

than one dust jacket although you are more than likely to 

find it completely without one anyway, and it's not par'c-

ularly difficult to find or even expensive when you do. 

Sir Joseph Percival William Mallalieu was a Bri'sh Labour 

Party poli'cian, journalist and author. He was Member of 

Parliament for Huddersfield from 1945 to 1950, and for 

Huddersfield East aHer boundary changes from 1950 to 

1979, hence his interest in the club's famous football 

team. He had various ministerial posi'ons under Harold 

Wilson, including Defence for the Royal Navy (1964–

1967), the Board of Trade (1967–1968) and Technology 

(1968–1969). Mallalieu had also wriKen the  novel, Very 

Ordinary Seaman  (1941), based on his experiences in the 

navy, and Rats!  (1941) under the pseudonym 'The Pied 

Piper'. 

Spor�ng Days  represents a collec'on of his essays on various sports, mostly wriKen for The Specta-

tor  magazine and the  small, paperback sized 190-page hardback book is split into two sec'ons: 'Part I: 

The Short Days'; 'Part II: The Long Days'. As a rule of thumb, the first sec'on covers the 'winter' sports of 

football, rugby, and suchlike although cricket is touched upon; I am presuming that the second part of the 

book is so-called because of the concept of 'long summer days' where cricket and tennis took up lots of 

the author's spare 'me. Anyway I have to admit that this reader became rather bored before reaching 

the end of the book - unlike our illustrious author, I have no love for the drawn-out siege warfare of bat 

and ball, and consequently I gave up around about page 160. I was, however, greatly amused by some of 

the earlier essays wherein horse-racing, boxing and especially the boat race were the topics of conversa-

'on and, of course, the several essays involving Huddersfield Town games. 

If, like the author, you have a love for all sports (including hurling!) and  can accept the wri'ng style of the 

1940s-50s then Mallalieu's book will be ideal for you. Each essay stretches over only three or four pages 

so it is very easy indeed to pick up and put down again. He writes with great enthusiasm for all sports, 

and especially his great love for Huddersfield Town and cricket, especially Yorkshire and England. There 

are also 'mes where he is occasionally frustrated by the individuals involved, such as his 'me at Wimble-

don in June 1952; his railing against radio commentators; the several cricketers who have upset him by 

their tac'cs; and even one par'cular Port Vale footballer who 'lost' himself and his team the crowd's sup-

port in one ill-advised split second. But you'll have to read the book to find out why that happened. 
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For Sale 

Currently I have one or two cards, a calendar and a raH of 1973-74 pro-

grammes for sale. There are also a few fixture cards from recent years 

which I know that many of you out there collect; they're not really all that 

rare, but you just try finding one nowadays! 

The complete list of programmes and everything else that I have can be 

found by visi'ng the FOR SALE sec'on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

And finally, I suppose any'me is a good 'me to plug my book. I now knock 

them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s'll represents good value. Having said 

that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this newsleKer already own a copy 

so I'm almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 

looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who may not own 

a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is 

s'll only £1.75 no maKer how many you buy! - by visi'ng the appropriate sec-

'on of my website. 

Thanks for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at my site 

and find something of interest. I should also point out that there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you 

haven't yet signed it, please do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descend-

ants of Town players of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest 

me, please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 

I also have two autographed 2012-

13 ‘MATCH ATTAX’ cards featuring 

Town players Alex Smithies and 

Lee Novak. You can have the pair 

for just £3.00 with free postage - 

just contact me and I’ll let you 

have payment details. 


