
Newsletter #2

Welcome to the second edition of my irregular updates newsletter and thank you 

for your continued interest - you are one of the many who decide NOT to 

unsubscribe! This time I'm going to talk a little about more than just cards and 

introduce a few new features which might broaden the appeal of the newsletter. As 

ever, clicking on the picture or highlighted text in each item below will take you to 

a more detailed site, either mine or the relevant one.

Signed 'Match Attax' cards (2012)

Regular visitors to my site will know 

that I don't normally bother with 

autographs, especially the more recent 

ones, simply because they could have 

been written by ANYBODY, even an 

arthritic spider who's dipped its legs in 

an inkwell and then scampered around 

on a sheet of paper. I honestly defy 

people to decipher some of the modern 

autographs available on eBay, 

footballers being the very worst. 

Anyway, having said that, I have 

acquired an almost compete set of 

signed Town cards from this 2012 set, 

not because they are valuable, but because they were so cheap that they seemed a 

decent purchase. I won't be putting them on my site as the originals are already 

there but, for the record, I have secured all of the 'base' set - bar one - as well as 

the two 'Star Players', Lynch and Southern. The only ones that I am currently 

missing now are manager Grayson and the two 'Man of the Match' cards of Hunt and 

Clayton, so if you have these available at reasonable prices then please let me 

know. In addition, I now have two of these cards for sale: Novak and Smithies, so if 

you're interested, let me know. 

(On this occasion, clicking the picture will take you to the original cards on my 

site, not the autographed ones.)



This month's Website Highlight

I have decided that each month I will 

highlight a section of my website which 

might appeal to those of you who don't 

actually collect cards or have no interest 

in them; after all, the site now covers far 

more than just the trade and cigarette 

cards that it was initially designed for. 

This time I'm going to guide you towards 

what is possibly the most fascinating area 

of the site, the 'Virtual' Museum. In here you will find sections devoted to bits and 

pieces related to Town's history organised by decade. Perhaps the best memorabilia 

is to be found in the 1910s and 1920s sections where you will find a truly 

astonishing telegram and also a medal which marked the very first trophy win by 

the Town club. Moving forward, you will find candid photographs of players, Cup 

Final tickets, Supporters Club Diaries, a rare 'bonus' payments ledger, HTAFC 

safety-match 'booklets', pennants, records, and all kinds of merchandising including 

a remarkable 'matrioshka' doll representing several Town players!

Another site you might like ...

And here's another new feature 

which I am sure will appeal to all 

football fans, no matter which 

team you support. If you've 

never visited Dave Moor's 

'Historical Football Kits' website 

then you are in for a real treat. From the 'home' page (where updates are 

announced) you can navigate to your own club's page where you will find images of 

all the home kits since the club was formed as well as a potted history and details 

about badges displayed upon those shirts. Back on the 'home' page you can find 

details of home, away and 'third' kits for the current and recent past seasons in the 

links at right. There you will also find details of kits used in ALL of the FA Cup 

Finals as well as other major leagues and even women's football. I'd certainly 

recommend a visit as soon as possible for any who have not yet seen this terrific 

site!

Auction Watch

Another new feature which I hope will interest you. If I notice any really interesting 

auction items related to Town I'll try to bring them to your attention here.



First up are a few items that went in 

the Lockdales Coins & Collectables

sale at the beginning of July. Two 

benefit books for Town players went 

under the hammer: 'WH Smith's 

Football Life Story' fetched £50 whilst 

'Willie Watson's Football Life Story'

went for an incredible £1800!! I have 

seen these come up for sale before, 

but they certainly haven't reached anywhere near the value of the Watson booklet. 

And in case you're wondering why they aren't reviewed in my 'BOOKS' section, it's 

because I (currently) don't own a copy of either one, but if you have one going 

cheap ...

In the same sale, three autographed 

'Turton' portraits of Town players 

made high prices: ones of Billy Smith

and Fred Bullock each went for £75, 

whilst one of Frank Mann went as 

high as £120. When you consider that 

there is a buyer's premium of 17.25% 

and then VAT with p&p as well, these prices will have become really quite steep.

EBay auctions continue to generally 

work out an awful lot cheaper, a fact 

proved by the fact that someone bagged 

a real bargain recently when an 

anonymous postcard of the 1908 team 

went for a song. I nearly bid myself with 

the intention of moving it on to 

collectors that I know, but in the end I 

didn't and the postcard went for the 

opening bid price of just £35. I suspect that the mis-labelling of the team as 

"Amature (sic)" might have also put off any potential bidders who were unaware of 

the reality of the suffix 'AFC'. I paid £50 for mine and it really is a rare postcard. If 

you check it on my website HERE you'll see that I have done my homework and 

identified the very day that the photograph was taken.



Tim Davidson Auctions of 

Nottingham offered two Town 

fixture cards from the 1937-8 and 

1939-40 seasons with an estimate 

of £25-£35 in their mid-August 

Postal Auction of Sports 

Memorabilia, Ephemera and 

Cigarette & Trade Cards. I've 

bought items from them before 

and have been stung for some 

really heavy p&p and now that 

their buyer's premium has gone up 

to 25% (yes, you DID read that correctly!!) and with VAT coming in at 20% it's 

becoming more and more unlikely that I'll be bidding on their stock in future. So it's 

just as well that I already have these two rare fixture cards, isn't it?!

I wish that I had this ...

Another in a new series of features that I think 

might interest readers, may I present to you 

the Gem Footer Puzzle given free in that 

comic in 1926. Phil Martin contacted me to ask 

if I had one as it features Clem Stephenson 

but, obviously, the answer was "no". I have no 

idea as to the value of the puzzle, but I would 

guess that it won't be under a tenner. I'm also 

sad enough to admit that I've subsequently 

visited Alan Jenkins' site to print out my own 

copy and have put it together, back and front 

with holes cut in the right places and I have managed to complete the puzzle! You 

can do likewise simply by clicking the image.

This month's new additions

You will probably be aware that I collect all kinds of Town 

minutiae and this is a perfect example. 'League Ladder Team 

Tabs' have been around for a lot longer than you probably 

expect and Town have featured in all of those in one way or 

another. But it looks as though all of that is drawing to an end 

as this year there has been only one publication to issue these; 

'Match of the Day' magazine distributed their 'Club Scarves & Shirts' equivalent in 

early August and here is the Town 'tab'; 'MATCH' Magazine, on the other hand, has 

not come up with the goods this year so it rather looks as though they are not 

bothering any more, which is a shame. Incidentally, I have a spare one of these so 

if you're interested in it, just drop me a line and we'll take it from there.



At last! Regular visitors to my website might 

have noticed that I added this Wills 

'International Footballers 1909-10' of 

Charlie Morris way back at the beginning of 

July and I even highlighted it as a new 

addition in my previous newsletter but, for 

one reason and another, I have only recently 

taken possession of it. My grateful thanks go 

to Alan Zimmerman of the USA who supplied 

me with this long sought-after card; postal 

mix-ups and delays meant that I honestly believed that I would never get to 

actually own it but nevertheless, here it is. One of the reasons for it being a hard 

one for Town collectors to pin down, in my opinion, is because it has no identifiers 

as to actually being a Town card, unlike the two other versions ('United Service' and 

'Scissors' brands) which point out that he had played for Derby and Town. It's very 

scarce indeed and I am sure that you will understand just how thrilled I am to 

finally have it in my collection!

I've also managed to flush out a couple more of the 

1995 Huddersfield Town 'Official Player Photocards'

which I haven't seen for several years now. These two 

photos of Tom Cowan (#7) and Ronnie Jepson (#22) 

appeared on eBay and even though they are not in 

particularly good condition I simply had to snap them 

up; £4.71 for the pair isn't too bad a price these days 

anyway. As far as I can tell, I think that there are 28 

cards in this set; there is a squad photograph card 

(which is actually unnumbered but I am treating as #1) 

with 27 players and management on it and so I'm 

guessing that's how many are in the set. In addition, Steve Jenkins is card #27. And 

if that IS the case, then that's another 18 still to find ...



And finally, a wonderful addition to my collection 

came in the shape of a medium-sized (3" x 2") 

Pinnace card of Harry Brough, courtesy of fellow 

collector Alan Worthington. Murray's Cigarette Card 

Values lists these at £3.50 each, whilst FCCM sell 

them at £5.00, but I think that they are BOTH too 

low because specific players in this set are 

ridiculously hard to find. This is the first card to 

feature ANY Town player that I have seen in several 

years; they just don't come up at all, anywhere! I 

now have ten different player cards in this size, 

three with the rare 'black oval' design back, the 

remainder with the more readily available 'oblong frame back', but when you 

consider that there were twenty different Town players in this set, you'll realise 

that I am still only half-way there.

For Sale

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this 

section of the website, just in case I happen to have 

the one thing that you've been looking for. Currently 

I have one or two cards, a calendar, a c1980s sew-on 

patch and a raft of 1973-74 programmes for sale. 

There are also a few fixture cards from recent years 

which I know that many of you out there collect; 

they're not really all that rare, but you just try 

finding one nowadays! 

I'll add to this section as and when more items drop 

into my lap.

Thanks for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to 

have a look at my site and find something of interest. I should also point out that 

there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you haven't yet signed it, please do; you'll 

join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of Town players 

of old. And remember - if you have anything that you think I might be interested in, 

please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal!
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