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Newsletter #17 

Welcome to the latest edi�on of my irregular updates newsle�er and thank you for your 

con�nued interest and support. I am trying to make these more interes�ng to the general 

football fan/collector so if you have any other sugges�ons as to how to do this then please get 

in touch. Also, if you know of anyone else who might be interested in receiving this newsle�er 

please ask them to get in touch with me via the site or perhaps YOU could provide me with their 

email address.  

Another highlight from my website 

‘DAILY CHRONICLE’ ARTICLE, 13TH APRIL 1926 

   As I write, this is actually the most recent ad-

di�on to my collec�on but I couldn’t resist in-

cluding it here as it’s not o�en that Town re-

ceive the accolade accorded them in the head-

line - and all this from a Leeds newspaper too! 

   The actual ar�cle is trimmed here and you 

will need to go to my website if you wish to 

read the whole thing; you will also find a report 

of the game against Bolton which had taken 

place the previous evening guaranteeing 

Town’s Championship win for the third succes-

sive season. 

   I was the only eBay bidder on this ta)y old 

sheet of newspaper which I snagged for just 

£1.99. This spor�ng ar�cle was on the back of a 

front page which featured the landing of the 

airship Norge at Pulham Aerodrome, Norfolk, in 

the presence of Prince Olaf of Norway. Also on 

the front cover were pictures of flowers at Kew 

Gardens, a girl dressed in Valenciennes Lace 

and Norma Talmadge in a scene from her new 

film ‘Kiki’. I am always on the lookout for histor-

ical items such as this, so do please let me know if you ever come across any. 
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Here’s a ‘worthy website’ for you ... 

LESLIE MILLMAN’S MANCHESTER UTD. FLICKR SITE 

h�ps://www.flickr.com/photos/

manchesterunitedman1/sets 

   How much �me do you have? No, quite 

honestly, you are going to need HOURS to 

do this site jus�ce. I’ve actually fought shy 

of bringing it to your a)en�on before be-

cause of my intense dislike for all things 

ManUre but I can truly only put this down 

to sheer jealousy. So, the �me has finally 

come … 

   Upon first visi�ng the site you are met 

with a scrollable ‘homepage’ as is the style with all such ‘flickr’ websites; you can ignore the first four 

‘albums’ (which simply house photographs of the author, his ‘wants’ and the Na�onal Football Museum) 

and quickly move on to the more interes�ng albums of which there are ninety-six - on the first page 

alone. There are a further SIX pages … 

   Just about every aspect of Manchester United memorabilia that you could ever imagine is included 

here in full graphic detail. Match programmes are split into a season-by-season basis and then again into 

League games, Cup runs (both domes�c and European) and even down to Central League and FA Youth 

Cup; this accounts for quite a few of the albums on view. There are other albums dedicated to the history 

of the club and the pre-Old Trafford days, medals, fobs, �ckets, fixture lists, silverware, menus; official 

documents, badges, photographs, autographs, team photos, handbooks and … cards - cigare)e, trade, 

and post and it’s worth no�ng that the cards are further differen�ated into groups such as Baines and 

those featuring Billy Meredith. 

   If I’m being honest, the most interes�ng albums are on the first couple of ‘pages’ as they are the ones 

which deal with the early history of the club as Newton Heath and the pre-World War I period of the new 

Manchester United. I just love the Victorian and Edwardian style of these items. 

   There is a wealth of high quality photographic material on here although if you are looking for commen-

tary on individual items then, like me, you are going to be disappointed; I always want to know a li)le 

more about where these items were found, how much they cost and how they fell into the author’s pos-

session. Sadly, it rather looks like we’ll never know. It might also be worth men�oning in passing here 

that if you check out his ‘1937-38 Season’ sec�on you’ll see an iden�cal teapot to the one that I highlight-

ed in my last newsle)er, except that this one is decorated in MUFC colours. 

   My only other quibble with this site and all of its kin, is naviga�on; I do find it really annoying that hav-

ing reached the bo)om of a page I then have to scroll all the way back up to the top and then to access 

another album I have to go ‘Back to the albums list’ - why can’t these sites provide album links? Or may-

be it’s me and I’m just not au fait with the so�ware. Anyway, I’ll let you explore the site for yourself - I’m 

sure that you will be amazed by some of the clobber that this super-collector has amassed. 
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2017 NIKOLAI TRADING ‘2017 Playoff Winners: Huddersfield Town’ 

18 cards 

Much credit goes to this firm for being first out of the blocks with their set of cards 

featuring images from the 2017 Play-Off Final. The back of each card features brief 

career details and the last two or three cards tell the story of 

the game. You can see the full set on my website. 

Latest acquisitions 

Lots of cards and s�ckers are expected over the coming months with Town having been pro-

moted to The Greedy League but, for now, here’s a selec�on of what else has recently fallen 

into my lap. 

c1965 Official HTAFC player card 

My sincere thanks go to Brian Jenkins for supplying me with this very rare collect-

able card of full-back Derek Parkin. The item is postcard size although it doesn’t  

have any mark to the verso to specifically call it that. 

1959 Express Weekly ‘ABC Of Sport’ paper cut-out 

This was a set of twenty-six cut-outs, not all of which were of footballers. Very rare and 

probably even harder to find in such good condi�on, this item - complete with usual 

misspelling of ‘Denis’ - came courtesy of eBay for a meagre £2.99! 

c1949 picture of Ronnie Burke 

I have to admit to being a bit peeved with this, another eBay item. The auc�on pictures 

suggested that it was a postcard but in fact it is simply a magazine picture which has 

been mounted on a postcard. The player info from below the picture in the magazine 

has been stuck to the back. 

1970s Programme Binder 

I was very pleased to nab this old binder for only £1.50 

on eBay. Yes, the spine and 

the backboard are somewhat 

split, but it is s�ll perfectly 

serviceable and currently 

houses my collec�on of  

‘home’ programmes from the 

1970-1971 season (first year 

back in the ‘old’ First Division) 

And, finally ...the 

magazine pictures 

are back! Hopefully, we can expect a few 

more over the coming months ... 
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Other football cards 

I have decided to include other football cards or items that I have which will throw the spotlight 

1922 Amalgamated Press ‘LOT-O’-FUN: Sports Champions’ 

   This might appear a tad strange in this sec�on as it is not in any 

way connected to HTAFC but, as you will be aware, I collect other 

small sets of football cards and this is one such example. There 

are only four ‘pairs’ cards in this set and I have three lovely cards 

covering footballers on 1 to 6, but card 7 & 8 eludes me s�ll, and 

there’s a good reason for it … 

   To find this you need to check the names on the card at right - 

Arthur Layton of Stockport is not the problem; rather it’s Billy 

Meredith, then of Manchester City and ex-United, who causes 

the problem. I can pick up Layton on his own - cards such as 

these were rou�nely cut in half - but a complete ‘pairs’ card is 

very hard to find, especially at the kind of price that this York-

shireman wants to pay! 

ESSO 'F.A. Cup Centenary 1872-1972 Medals' (1972) 

Set of 31 medals 

   Now here’s a blast from the more recent past! I well 

recall pestering my father to fill up his car on a more reg-

ular basis as I endeavoured to complete this set of metal 

‘medals’, each one featuring a past winner of the FA Cup 

as far back as its incep�on in 1872. 

   There were 30 different teams to collect and then a 

‘bronze’ medal was issued to celebrate the centenary 

itself. The whole set was then pressed into a large board 

with a)ached booklet detailing the history of the Cup 

and the results of previous Finals. 

   Medals were issued one at a �me every �me a driver 

visited an ESSO sta�on; nowadays they can be bought 

for around £1.50 each and you can even buy them in the 

original packets, which is a bit like ‘pot luck’! 

   I also have an A5 advert for this set which can be seen 

by visi�ng the 1972 sec�on of my website. 

I wish that I owned this 

There are many collectables out there that I know feature Town or individual players, as well as 

others that may well exist but about which I know nothing at all at the moment. As part of an 

on-going series, I present here for you one of the items that I would like to have. 
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Recommended read 

 
'POSTCARDS FROM THE EDGE OF FOOTBALL: A Social History 
of a British Game’ 

by Hunter Davies (2010) 

   Picture postcards have been in existence almost as 

long as professional football, but no one has brought 

the two together un�l now. In POSTCARDS FROM 

THE EDGE OF FOOTBALL, dis�nguished football writ-

er Hunter Davies explores the history of the game 

through soccer cards in their various forms. This ex-

pansive collec�on illustrates the heroic players, the 

great clubs and the most memorable events, while 

also illumina�ng the lesser-known teams and players 

to feature on postcards. Everything from the arrival 

of new strips to the latest fashions and the rise of 

women footballers is documented, and, in a wider 

context, the social history of football and its im-

portance in our na�onal life can be iden�fied, as can 

the changing aRtudes towards the game and its his-

tory. 

   The golden age of postcards was from 1900 to the 

1930s, when millions of them were sent by all social 

classes. There were photographic studios in every 

high street, and travelling photographers would capture teams or individuals in their best strip; then cop-

ies would be sent on to family and friends. The 240 pages within this great tome are copiously filled with 

such postcards in both black and white and also colour depic�ng individual players, teams, cartoons and 

absolutely anything that you can imagine connected with ‘The Beau�ful Game’. There is even a passing 

men�on of the Edwardian fad of crea�ng ‘In Memoriam’ cards in respect of teams who had ‘fallen’ in fa-

mous Cup giant-killings; indeed, I have one of these which references Huddersfield Town and can be seen 

in my VIRTUAL MUSEUM. 

   While the football-postcard phenomenon has been eclipsed in recent years by modern technology, 

these cards remain sought a�er by collectors. With POSTCARDS FROM THE EDGE OF FOOTBALL, Hunter 

Davies has produced an intriguing, lavishly illustrated history of the football postcard that will appeal to 

soccer fans and the general reader alike. It's also great fun to read, with the author being a dyed-in-the-

wool To)enham (oh, and Carlisle!) supporter obliged to deliver plaudits elsewhere, albeit some�mes be-

grudgingly! 

   Only available as a large, A4 hardback version which cost me well in excess of £10 when first it was pub-

lished, I am appalled to say that it can now be had from Amazon for as li)le as ONE PENNY (with £2.80 

p&p). Does nobody want real books in this digital age? 
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For Sale 

Currently I have one or two cards, a calendar and a ra� of 1973-74 pro-

grammes for sale. There are also a few fixture cards from recent years 

which I know that many of you out there collect; they're not really all that 

rare, but you just try finding one nowadays! 

The complete list of programmes and everything else that I have can be 

found by visi�ng the FOR SALE sec�on of my website. 

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to men�on this sec�on of the website, just in case I hap-

pen to have the one thing that you've been looking for. 

And finally, I suppose any�me is a good �me to plug my book. I now knock 

them out at £4.75 (p&p included) which s�ll represents good value. Having said 

that, I strongly suspect that all recipients of this newsle)er already own a copy 

so I'm almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, you might just be 

looking for something for that other Town fan that you know who may not own 

a copy. Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if you like as the postage is 

s�ll only £1.75 no ma)er how many you buy! - by visi�ng the appropriate sec-

�on of my website. 

Thanks for taking the �me to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to have a look at my site 

and find something of interest. I should also point out that there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you 

haven't yet signed it, please do; you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descend-

ants of Town players of old. And remember - if you come across anything that you think might interest 

me, please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal! 

Roger 

I also have two autographed 2012-

13 ‘MATCH ATTAX’ cards featuring 

Town players Alex Smithies and 

Lee Novak. You can have the pair 

for just £3.00 with free postage - 

just contact me and I’ll let you 

have payment details. 


