
Newsletter #12

Welcome to the latest edition of my irregular updates newsletter and thank you 

for your continued interest and support. More features this time about my 

latest additions, items I'd like, auctions and other interesting sites. As ever, 

clicking on the picture or highlighted text in each item below will take you to a 

more detailed site, either mine or the relevant one.

Also, if you know of anyone else who might be interested in receiving this 

newsletter please ask them to get in touch with me via the site or perhaps YOU 

could provide me with their email address.

Another highlight from my website



Here is a little bit of information 

which might help a collector of cards 

of ANY of the teams represented in 

the 1954 PA Adolph 'Famous 

Footballers' (Subbuteo) set of 50 

cards. These were cards given away in 

early boxes of Subbuteo, the table 

football game, and there were 

actually three sets; the First Series of 

24, then a Second Series of 24 and 

finally the third set, a Series of 50 

cards. Some players appeared in both 

one of the first two series and the third, Vic Metcalfe - shown here - being an 

example. Cards in the first two series are slightly narrower and are plain, typically 

'flat' printed cards; the third series, however, are marginally wider, have a narrow 

border, include more picture, and are printed photographically so they have a 

'sheen' to them and they often curl slightly because of this process. You can see the 

obvious differences in the Metcalfe card at here, with the later card on the right. 

The most important difference, however, is in the value ... Cards in the first two 

series of 24 are catalogued at £2-£3, whereas the 'photographic' third series are 

more usually in the £60 region! Amazing isn't it? And now a little story ... 

One lunchtime some years ago I was casually browsing eBay when I came across the 

rarer of the two Metcalfe cards as a ridiculous £2.99 Buy-It-Now item, which I 

instantly did. Thrilled with my cheap capture, I thought about this for a few 

moments and decided to see what else the seller had and couldn't believe my eyes 

when I found that he had a further thirty-three cards from this set all available at 

the same price of £2.99! I purchased the lot, making an outlay of just under £99 

(exclusive of postage) and waited for them to arrive. In the interim, I contacted a 

dealer who I knew was selling these at £60 each and negotiated a deal whereby I 

would pocket a cheque for £900 and three rare 1930 Barratt 'Football Stars' cards 

that I needed. Not bad for a lunchtime's work, was it? 

So, now you also know what to look for and I trust that you will find your team as 

fortunately as I did. Failing that, I can let you know of a dealer who might just have 

one or two of them ...

Another site that you might like ...



Jim Mechan is an Ayr United supporter and 

collector currently exiled in Preston; 

nevertheless, he has set up his own website 

to display his collection of Ayr memorabilia. 

I only learned of its existence a few weeks 

ago when he contacted me about Team 

Tabs and we managed to sort out a few 

trades; Jim then revamped his Team Tabs page along the lines of my own (you'll 

notice some startlingly similar text!). The 'front page' of the site gives a brief 

introduction, but it's the menu system across the top that will lead you into the 

sections: 

* Links - as you'd expect 

* Club History - pretty much a 'Roll of Honour' page 

* Memorabilia - of this, more later 

* Published History - books and magazines which feature historical articles about 

the club 

* Programmes - "a journey through the match day programmes issued for Ayr 

United’s matches over each season" 

* Past Seasons - "Ayr United first played in the Scottish League in 1910/11 and 

have played in the League ever since. This page provides links which will show Ayr 

United’s league positions, final league statistics and a record of every match day 

programme that was ever published. It will also link you to a scan of each of these 

programmes"

* Disclaimer

* Guestbook which, for some unknown reason, will not accept my comment (over 

to you, Jim)

And so to the Memorabilia section which breaks down into 'Badges and Buttons', 

'Cards', 'Model Cars', 'Other Items', 'Philately', 'Subbuteo', 'Team Tabs' and 'Pie and a 

Pint', which I'll let you discover for yourself! Obviously, my favourite section here is 

the one relating to cards and we are greeted with the standard issues by A&BC, 

Topps, Pinnace (with a link to my other site), Sinclair, Ardath and all the usual 

suspects. Both sides of the cards are scanned in at good quality and what looks like 

the original size. 'Team Tabs' as I said earlier is very much based on my own effort 

and is perhaps the most verbose section charting as it does the development and 

issue of the tabs themselves over a number of years and not just the Ayr issues.

Several sections are 'under construction' or are at least 'works-in-progress', being 

updated almost weekly, and so can look and feel a little 'clunky'. If I'm being picky - 

and I clearly am - punctuation and grammar are not strong points in this website 

and occasionally the choice of text colour on a black background makes the reading 

difficult - for this visitor, anyway - but the vast majority of us will overlook such 

failings simply because we enjoy the content and the author's sheer enthusiasm.

All in all another good website with which to while away the time and explore a 

fellow collector's gems and treasures.



Auction Watch

If I notice any really interesting auction items related to Town I'll try to bring 

them to your attention here and, if you're lucky, there will still be time to bid 

on some of the lots. Beware, though, as there are Buyer's Premiums and 

bidding-through-internet fees to be applied to all of the lots featured here, not 

to mention 20% VAT and postage if required!

And now a quick round-up of items that I featured recently which have now gone 

under the hammer ...

This lot of fifteen Town press pictures appeared on eBay 

in early March at a starting price of just £9.99. Thinking 

that they might be a set of club-produced collector 

photocards (like the other set from this time) I made the 

initial bid, but subsequently dropped out of the running 

once I was certain that they are actually just press 

photographs, labelled "Syndication International July 

1970" on the back. I was quickly outbid (same day, in fact) and the final hammer 

price was £40.85

You might recall this Town v Rangers Charity Cup 

programme from 1926 which appeared in auction at 

Stacey's Auctioneers and Valuers on 3rd April, 

2017 with an estimate of £1800-£2000; the final 

hammer price (exclusive of fees) was a mere 

£1,600.00

In the same auction, this programme for the game 

between Town and Aberdeen on 29th September 1930 

again for the Charity Cup had an estimated value of just

(!) £500-£550 and sold under estimate for £440.00 

(exclusive of fees)



Having said that I wouldn't be featuring 

programmes in my auction coverage, it's very 

odd that this should be the third in this very 

newsletter! However, I have selected this one 

just to prove a point; this is an ordinary League 

Division 1 programme from April 1927, the 

season after Town had won the Triple 

Championship, but nevertheless it sold on eBay

for an amazing £128.66 which just goes to prove 

what I have said about the crazy prices paid for 

Town's 'home' programmes in the 1920s. The 

fact that it was for a game against Newcastle 

United - the eventual League Champions - might 

also have been a factor in driving up the price.

I wish that I owned this ...

At first glance this looks like just 

another of the anonymously 

issued cards of Billy Smith, Tom 

Wilson, et alia in the early 

1920s, but the number on the 

front and the text on the back 

identify it as one of the very rare 

1923 V.C.C. cards which are 

catalogued at £150 and upwards! 

I already have the Tommy Wilson 

one, but this card remains 

elusive and probably will remain 

so at that price. And just who were V.C.C.? Well, Alan Jenkins did a little bit of 

research and came up with the following nugget - in 1915 the Vienna Candy 

Company were on Roman Road, London; he's no idea whether it's the right company 

or not, but it looks like too much of a coincidence to not be correct, doesn't it?

Latest acquisitions

Here we go with the latest items that I've been able to add to my collection. Not 

always cards, I also pick up a few odds and ends, here and there!



For the first time in a very long time, I have been able 

to add two magazine pictures to my collection, namely 

this A4 sized one of Elias Kachunga from 'Match of the 

Day' and another full-page one of Chelsea loan star Izzy 

Brown in 'MATCH'. Isn't it amazing what a little bit of 

success can do? To be honest, I am staggered that these 

magazines are aware that ANY clubs outside the top six 

in 'The Greedy League;' actually exist! 

My thanks go to Mike McIntyre for sending me the two 

posters.

For several years now I have been 

searching for a clean copy of this 2000 

card by Phil Neill's 'Soccer Gallery' (The 

Lychgate Press); my only copy of it is 

actually autographed by Ray himself. It's a 

lovely large card (think A&BC football 

cards) on good thick card stock. Having 

looked fruitlessly for an individual card 

online, I finally managed to pick up a 

complete set in perfect condition. Which 

means that I now have twenty-four spare 

cards for sale ... If you want to know 

which players/teams are included and are 

interested in taking one or two off my 

hands, then take a look at my 'For Sale'

section below.

And, in a similar vein, here's another card which might 

look familiar. I have a 2001 card just like this - also by 

Phil Neill's 'The Lychgate Press' - but without the colour 

and again on lovely thick card. This card is from the 

same company but is a 2015 release on much thinner 

card. But the most obvious difference is the fact that it 

has colour! The card has an overall pink tint as well as a 

coloured border and caption cartouches. The back has 

subtle differences too; the text is italicised and Phil's 

email/contact address has gone missing. 

Once again, I bought the set of ten cards in order to 

collect this one, so again, if you want to know which 

players/teams are included and are interested in taking 

one or two off my hands, then take a look at my 'For 

Sale' section below.



You might recall a few 

newsletters ago that I 

covered this as a card 

that I wished I owned; 

well, I finally bit the 

bullet and contacted 

the vendor who is based 

in Italy and, after some 

hard 

haggling/negotiation, 

we managed to reach 

an agreement over 

price and the card is 

now added to my collection and up on my site where you can read more about this 

unique item.

Likewise this rare variation of the Italian issued 

'Calcio Mondiale 1962' card by Edito Lampo. I 

already have a card almost exactly the same as 

this, but the one shown here is a 'variation' 

because it has flags down the right edge rather 

than the more usual left edge. Once again I was 

able to negotiate a reasonable price.

The third and final card that I was able to snag 

from Italy was this MIRA 'Mondiali Di Calcio 1962' 

card. These Italian produced cards are very hard to 

find and don't appear in any guise here in the UK; 

you can find the 'foreign' players if you search eBay 

worldwide, and at very good prices too - often just 

a couple of euros each - but England players simply 

do not come up, so I was very pleased to get this 

one of Ray Wilson, or "Milson" as he is named here!



April 1st's game against Burton Albion 

was a chance to advertise the new 

season card offer as well as an 

opportunity to feature popular 

midfielder Jonathan Hogg who, it was 

feared, had fractured his neck a 

fortnight before against Bristol City; 

fortunately, he hadn't.

Unfortunately, Town lost the game to 

a 96th minute breakaway goal by a team who had wasted time from the opening 

minutes, but eventually benefitted from their spoiling tactics.

Other football cards

As a new feature, I have decided to include other football cards or items that I 

have which will throw the spotlight on the set in general and specifically other 

teams - just for a change!



To kick us off I have 

chosen the 1926 

Champion/Triumph 

'English League (Div 1) 

Footer Captains' set 

which was issued by 

the two Amalgamated 

Press comics between 

23rd January and 3rd 

April. Back in the good 

old days, before the 

advent of the cursed 

EPL, there were 

twenty-two teams in 

the old First Division, hence the name of the series and the number of cards 

therein. Each card bears a black and white head and shoulders image of the player 

together with a short biography and, helpfully, a date of issue together with the 

comic that it came from; if only more 'trade' card sets could have followed this 

simple example!

Although they catalogue at £3.50 each - with the singular exception of Manchester 

Utd captain Barson who will set you back £5.00! - each of these large cards can be 

bought from places such as eBay for as little as a couple of quid each and they 

represent a nice and easyish little set to collect. I myself picked up all 22 cards in a 

matter of weeks and very handsome they look too. There was also a 'companion' set 

comprising 'Famous Footer Internationals' but more of that set at a later date ...

For a list of teams and their captains together with images, click the link to be 

taken to Alan Jenkins' wonderful Football Cartophilic Info Exchange website

Here's a book that might interest you ...



A few years ago now, I visited Town 

historian John Ward to look at his collection 

and it was there that I first came across 

Eric Krieger's 1983 book 'Good Old Soccer: 

The Golden Age of Football Picture 

Postcards' and I was instantly determined 

to find one. It's a superb resource and a 

fascinating insight into the history of 

football teams and individual players on 

postcards. Whereas Hunter Davies' book 

'Postcards from the Edge of Football: A 

Social History of a British Game' brings us 

right up to date in lavish colour, this book 

unashamedly concentrates its 120 pages and 182 annotated black and white 

illustrations on 'The Golden Age' of the early 1900s to the 1920s. There is a slight 

nod in the direction of later efforts, but this publication has its feet well and truly 

rooted in the past.

Picture sizes range from A5 to several small images spread across a page but all are 

very clear and hugely nostalgic. These encompass not just official team groups of 

the many Football League clubs but also humorous 'comic' postcards and even the 

famous Louis Wain 'Catland' examples. And for Town fans there is a copy of the FA 

Cup winning Town team of 1922 by Turton.

Regardless of which club is closest to your heart, I'm sure that you will find 

something of interest in this superb publication and it can be purchased for as little 

as £1.94 (+£2.80 p&p) from Amazon. Go on ... you know that you want to!

For sale



It's been quite a while 

since I have offered up 

items for sale, but 

seeing as I have a few 

interesting ones I 

thought it worth 

mentioning them here. 

First up is this 1923 

Vanguard 'Photo 

Gallery' 1/2 card with 

Town custodian Edward 'Ted' Taylor on one side and Stoke player W. Tempest on 

the reverse; I say 'half' because that's what it is - someone has torn the little folder 

in half. It's a clean tear and condition is otherwise good with slight corner knocks. 

These 'singles' catalogue at £9 each but I'll do it for £7 with free postage if anybody 

wants it. Oh, and by the way - the 20p is there just to give an idea of scale; you 

won't get that too!

As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this 

section of the website, just in case I happen to have 

the one thing that you've been looking for. Currently I 

have one or two cards, a calendar and a raft of 1973-

74 programmes for sale. There are also a few fixture 

cards from recent years which I know that many of you 

out there collect; they're not really all that rare, but 

you just try finding one nowadays! 

I'll add to this section as and when more items drop 

into my lap.

Nine cards are available from this set: 

1. Barry Bridges (Chelsea) 

3. Steve Kember (Crystal Palace) 

4. Cyril Knowles (Tottenham) 

5. Malcolm MacDonald (Newcastle) 

6. Bobby Kennedy (Manchester City) 

8. Willie Anderson (Aston Villa) 

9. Martin Buchan (Manchester Utd) 

10. Eddie Clamp (Stoke City)

I am selling these at £1 each plus 55p postage so if you 

would like one or more, simply get in touch and I'll give 

you PayPal details.



Here are the details on the other twenty-

four cards in this set which are available. 

1. Mike Summerbee (Manchester City) 

2. Gordon Banks (Stoke) 

3. Terry Neill (Arsenal) 

4. Brian Miller (Burnley) 

5. Johnny Haynes (Fulham) 

6. Derek Dougan (Wolves) 

7. Kevin Hector (Derby) 

8. Ronnie Clayton (Blackburn) 

9. Bobby Charlton (Manchester Utd) 

10. Albert Bennett (Newcastle) 

11. Jimmy Greaves (Chelsea) 

12. Shay Brennan (Manchester Utd) 

13. Wyn Davies (Bolton) 

14. Charlie Hurley (Sunderland) 

15. Alex Dawson (Preston) 

16. Brian Tiler (Aston Villa) 

17. Dave Mackay (Tottenham) 

18. Ronnie Rees (WBA) 

20. Paul Reaney (Leeds) 

21. Howard Kendall (Everton) 

22. Tony Wagstaffe (Sheffield Utd) 

23. Roy Vernon (Stoke) 

24. Bobby Tambling (Chelsea)

As with the previously mentioned set, these cards are £1 each with 55p post and 

packing.

And, with Father's Day next in line, I suppose now 

would be a good time to plug my book. I now knock 

them out at £4.75 (p&p included) it still represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all 

recipients of this newsletter already own a copy so I'm 

almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, 

you might just be looking for something for that other 

Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. 

Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if you like 

as the postage is still only £1.75 no matter how many 

you buy! - by simply clicking on the book cover at right 

which will take you to my site.



Thanks for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to 

have a look at my site and find something of interest. I should also point out 

that there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you haven't yet signed it, please do; 

you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of 

Town players of old. And remember - if you have anything that you think I might 

be interested in, please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal!
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