
Newsletter #10

Welcome to the latest edition of my irregular updates newsletter and thank you 

for your continued interest and support. More features this time about my 

latest additions, items I'd like, auctions and other interesting sites. As ever, 

clicking on the picture or highlighted text in each item below will take you to a 

more detailed site, either mine or the relevant one.

Also, if you know of anyone else who might be interested in receiving this 

newsletter please ask them to get in touch with me via the site or perhaps YOU 

could provide me with their email address.

Another highlight from my website

Although I have many of 

the Turton 'Town Series' 

portrait postcards, this 

one also ranks very highly 

amongst my collection. It's 

actually an anonymously 

produced postcard which 

must date to around 1914. 

Showing a group of Town 

players in their 'civvies', 

this must be one of the 

very first photos of a very young Billy Smith. I believe the players to be (from left) 

Horace Hussler, a goalkeeper signed in August 1912 from Sheffield Wednesday and 

released in July 1913 but re-signed for 1913-14 season and then joined Doncaster 

Rovers in July 1914; Sidney James who joined from Bird-In-The-Hand FC in 

November 1913 and was killed in action in spring, 1917; Norman Holmes, a full-

back from Clapton Orient in July 1913 who went on to play three games in 1913-14 

before leaving for York City in July 1914; Frank Mann, who signed from Aston Villa 

in July 1912 and moved to Man Utd in March 1923; Billy Smith, who signed in 

October 1913 and played until July 1934; Ralph Rodgerson, another full-back, this 

time from Burnley in January 1913 and moved to Leeds Utd in March 1921; and 

finally, Harry Linley, a half-back from Silverwood Colliery who had signed in August 

1912 and moved to Halifax Town in July 1921.

All of which – I believe – points to a 1914 date for this postcard.



Another site that you might like ...

Now this website is a sheer 

delight, especially if you are a 

HTAFC fan, but I know that it is 

equally admired by fans of many 

other teams - with the singular 

exception of Leeds United. 

Danny G has for many years now 

been growing his HTFC WORLD

website which is basically an 

irreverent look at specific Town games using cartoon characters and superb 

graphics, often incorporating some wonderful videos and highly appropriate musical 

soundtracks. He has even been contracted to produce presentations for the HTAFC 

Player of the Year Awards Nights - a rare accolade indeed.

From the 'MENU' page you can navigate to 'REPORTS' season by season beginning in 

1999-2000, although it has to be noted that Danny has never tried to report on 

EVERY game, just a select few each season. The 'ARCHIVE' includes those same 

games, together with other options such as 'ALTERNATIVE CAREERS' of Town 

players, 'GUESTBOOK ARCHIVES' and 'CRAPPY, OLD CARTOON' (Danny's words, not 

mine!) And if you ARE a Town fan you could do worse than check out the 'DESKTOP' 

section where you will find desktop images, avatars and screensavers of Town 

teams, crests and suchlike which can be employed on your PC, tablet or phone and 

these are usually added to each June or July. The 'INFO' section is the most 'geeky' 

and is where Danny explains how he crafts his screens and animations, whilst the 

'SHOP' provides the opportunity for you to buy T-Shirts bearing his designs. And 

finally, there is also a heart-rending plea for funds in the 'DONATE' section where 

Danny explains that "... none of your money will go toward financing the 

development of a young kid who will end up earning more in a month than you do 

in a year. Or playing for Harrogate Town.'

As I said at the outset, if you've never visited this site then I would encourage you 

to give it a look. It's great fun and I know that it is much admired by the HTAFC 

hierarchy.

Auction Watch

If I notice any really interesting auction items related to Town I'll try to bring 

them to your attention here and, if you're lucky, there will still be time to bid 

on some of the lots. Beware, though, as there are Buyer's Premiums and 

bidding-through-internet fees to be applied to all of the lots featured here, not 

to mention 20% VAT and postage if required!



February 22nd 2017 saw this 1924 Celebration Dinner 

menu go under the hammer at Sporting Memorys (sic) 

with an estimated value of £60-£80. The description ran 

as follows: "1924 Huddersfield Town, a menu from the 

celebration dinner held at the Town Hall on 20th August 

1924; the club were the Football League Division One 

Champions for season 1923/1924."

The final price was £45, which was a steal. If only I'd 

remembered to bid ...

And now a quick round-up of items that I featured recently which have now gone 

under the hammer ...

You will recall these 

two Anonymous 

'Footballer' transfers

from c1932-33 which 

were to be auctioned 

at Tim Davidson's 

Nottingham Auctions. 

Well, the Kelly one 

went for £15 and Campbell fetched £16. Both had estimated values of £20-£30 so, 

even with buyer's premiums and VAT, they will work out at nowhere near as 

expensive as I thought that they were going to be.

I wish that I owned this ...

Now I know that you're looking at this 

and thinking, "That's not rare - it's a 

Gallaher's 1927 'Footballers In Action' 

card and they're ten a penny," but you'd 

be wrong. For all the world that's what it 

looks like, but look again; can you see 

the blue Gallaher's Cigarettes motif at 

the bottom left? No, you can't - because 

it's not there! That's because this is - until recently - an unrecorded card in a set 

produced by TEASDALE, who have 'previous' for issuing copies of other sets. This is 

a blank-backed card produced around the same time as the blue-backed Gallaher 

'Footballers' (1927) and there are very few in circulation at all. I know where there 

is one, but I'm unwilling to pay the £40 asking price although that has come down 

significantly from the original £75! I might eventually succumb, but for now I am 

admiring it from afar, with green eyes and very twitchy fingers ...

Latest acquisitions



Here we go with the latest items that I've been able to add to my collection. Not 

always cards, I also pick up a few odds and ends, here and there!

The issuing of 'clappers' continues 

unabated; love 'em, or loathe 'em, the 

club just keep producing them. This 

time the Brighton and Hove Albion 

match of February 2nd 2017 was 

designated a 'retro' match and the club 

encouraged fans to turn up in old-style 

shirts and scarves and the subsequent 

clapper featured Michael Hefele starring 

in a 'Back To The Future' style scenario.

And only three days later Town were at 

home to the hated neighbours, Leeds 

United. Surprisingly, yet another 

clapper was deemed necessary, this 

time featuring Elias Kachunga and 

Aaron Mooy celebrating Mooy's winner 

at Elland Road earlier in the season. 

These two clappers certainly did the 

trick anyway as Town won BOTH games 

and strengthened their grip on a Play-Off position.

It's very unusual for me to show just the reverse 

of a card, but then this is an unusual 'back' - I 

think. It's the Ron Staniforth card from the 1954 

A.2 series of Barratt 'Famous Footballers' and I 

already own what I consider to be the 'standard' 

issue of this card; that's the one which has a 

small dot between "A" and the "2" in the series 

detail at the top and a gap in the printing 

between the number (31) and the player's name. 

This card, however, has no dot whatsoever and 

the printing gap appears between the player's 

name and that of the team. So is it an error? Is it 

unusual? Is it just another print run? I don't know 

- yet. I only noticed it when comparing the backs 

of half a dozen Staniforth cards at a card fair on 8th February whilst looking for a 

Devlin card for 1955. In fact, I found TWO examples of this 'variation' in the 

Staniforth cards, with four of the more regular output.

So if you are reading this as a collector of other teams, or even as a Barratt full set 

collector, you might be able to throw a bit of light on this mystery.



There is a plethora of rubbishy Town key rings available on 

eBay right now, all modern-made using one of the 1971 Esso 

'Football Club Badges' embossed stickers. They are simply 

encased in perspex and you can expect to pay anywhere 

between £2.90 and £4.45 (both with post & packing 

included). However, I dropped lucky recently when I picked 

up this real leather key fob with genuine enamelled metal 

crest from 1970-71 for a measly £3.25 after haggling over the 

Buy-It-Now price, and that included free postage, which just 

goes to show that there are still plenty of vintage HTAFC 

items out there if you look hard enough.

Now this is a REAL find! Ebay and other 

auction houses are always awash with the 

coloured SPORT MAGAZINE 'Football Team' 

postcards which featured thirty-six teams 

from the 1949-50 season, but this is the 

much rarer variety which appeared the 

following season. It is identified by the fact 

that it is a black and white team, group and 

also features the wording "Best Wishes from 

SPORT" in the bottom right corner. The 

story behind these is that they were only 

ever issued locally, meaning that to get the HTAFC card shown here you had to live 

in Huddersfield and buy a copy of SPORT. I have never seen one anywhere before 

and neither is it stocked in the usual catalogues which price such items at £20. You 

can imagine my joy when I won this on eBay for a meagre £3.06!!

The 'clappers' keep coming. The one 

shown here was left on seats for the 

FAC 5th Round game against 

Manchester City on 18th February. It's 

noticeable that these are now no long 

left on EVERY seat, more like every 

third seat so perhaps the club are 

cutting down on them. Still, it's a nice 

collectable freebie and I think that I 

have ten or eleven different ones 

now.



As ever, it would be remiss of me not to mention this 

section of the website, just in case I happen to have 

the one thing that you've been looking for. Currently I 

have one or two cards, a calendar and a raft of 1973-

74 programmes for sale. There are also a few fixture 

cards from recent years which I know that many of you 

out there collect; they're not really all that rare, but 

you just try finding one nowadays! 

I'll add to this section as and when more items drop 

into my lap.

And, with Father's Day next in line, I suppose now 

would be a good time to plug my book. I now knock 

them out at £4.75 (p&p included) it still represents 

good value. Having said that, I strongly suspect that all 

recipients of this newsletter already own a copy so I'm 

almost certainly preaching to the converted. However, 

you might just be looking for something for that other 

Town fan that you know who may not own a copy. 

Anyway, you can pick up one up - or several if you like 

as the postage is still only £1.75 no matter how many 

you buy! - by simply clicking on the book cover at right 

which will take you to my site.

Thanks for taking the time to read this and I hope that it has encouraged you to 

have a look at my site and find something of interest. I should also point out 

that there is a GUESTBOOK on there and if you haven't yet signed it, please do; 

you'll join various luminaries such as Reece Dinsdale and the descendants of 

Town players of old. And remember - if you have anything that you think I might 

be interested in, please get in touch; we might be able to strike a deal!
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